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Ahora bien, dixo el Cura, traedme, senor hu^sped, aquesos 
libros, que los quiero ver. Que me pUtce, respofidiS el, y e»- 
trandjQf en su aposento, sac6 dSl una maletiUa vieja cerrada 
con una cadeniUa, y ndfriendola, hall6 en ella ire9 libros grandes 
y unos papeles de muy buena letfa escritos de mano.— >Don 
Quixote^ Parte I. Capitulo 32. 

It is mighty well^ fiaid the priest ; pray> landlord, bring me 
those books, for I have a mind to see than. Widi all my 
heart, answered the liost; and, going to his chamber, he 
brought out a little old doke^bag, trith a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took Qut 0iree Iai;ge vulames, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine diaracter.-— Jaetib's 
Translation, 



Printed by James BaUn/nfyne and Co, 



TALES OF MY LANDLORD, 

COLLECTED AND ABBANGED 
BY 

JEDEDIAH CLEISHBOTHAM, 

SCHOOLMASTER AND FA&I8H-CLB&K OF OANDEKCLEUOH. 



Hear, Land o' Cakes and britber Scots, 
Fiae Maidenkiit to Jonny Groats', 
If there's a hole in a' your coats, 

I rede ye tnt it, 
A duel's amang you takin' notes, 

^ An' faith hell prent it 
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CHAPTER L 

t 
\ 

As, to the Aatumn bi^eeze's bugle^sound^ 
Various and vague the dry leaves dance their round ; 
Or, from the gamer^door^ on aether borne. 
The chaff flies devious from the winnow d com ; 

So vague, so devious, at tUe breath Mf heaven. 

From their fiz'd aim are mortal counsels driv'n. 

* 

W^E left Caleb Balderstone in the extre- 
mity of triumph at the success of hid va- 
rious atchlevements for the honour of the 
house of Ravenswood. When he had mus- 
tered and marshalled his dishes of divers 
kinds^ a more royal provision had not been 
seen in Wolf's Crag, since the funeral feast 
of its deceased lord. Great was the glory of 
tke serving-mant as he decored the old oak- 
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•en table with a clean cloth, and arranged 
upon it carbonadoed venison and roasted 
wild- fowl, with a glance, eveiy now and 
then, as if to upbraid the incredulity of his 
master and his guests j and with many a 
story, more or less true, was Lockhard 
that evening regaled concerning the an- 
cient grandeur. of Wolffs C!rag, and the, 
«way of its Barons over the country in their 
neighbourhood. 

*' A vassal scarce held a calf or a lamb 
his ain, till he had first asked if the Lord 
of Ravenswood was pleased to accept it ; 
and they were obliged to ask the lord's 
consent before they married in these days, 
^nd mony a merry tale they tell about that 
right as weel as others. And although," 
said Caleb, ** these times are not like the 
gude auld times, when authority had its 
right, yet, true it is, Mr XfOckhard, and you 
yoursell may partly have remarked, that 
we of the House of Ravenswood do our 
endeavour in keeping up, by all just and 
lawful exQTtion of our baronial authority9 



' 
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\ 

that due and fitting connection betwixt su- 
perior and vassal, whilk is in some danger 
ef falling into desuetude, owing to the ge« 
neral hcense and misrule of these present 
unhappy time&" 

<* Umph r* said Mr Lockbard ; " and if I 
may enquire, Mr Balderstone, pray do you 
find your people at the village yonder 
amenable ? for I must needs say, that at Ra* 
venswood Castle, now pertaining to* my 
master, the Lord Keeper, ye have not left 
behind ye the most compliant set Qf te- 
nantry.** 

** Ah ! butMr Lockhard," replied Caleb, 
<' ye must consider there hisfs been a change 
of hands, and the auld lord might expect 
twa turns frae them, when the new comer 
canna get ane. A dour and fractious set 
they were, thae tenants of Ravenswood, and 
-ill to live wi' when they dinna ken their 
master— and if your master put them mad 
ance, the whole country will not put them 
down," 

« Troth," said Mr Lockhard, " an such 
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be the case, I think th^ wisest thing for us 
a' wad be to hammer up a match between 
your young lord and our winsome young 
leddy up bye there j and Sir William might 
just stitch your auld barony to her gown* 
sleeve, and he wad sune cuitle another out 
o' somebody else, sic a lang head as he has.'^ 
Caleb shook his head*— ** I wish," he 
said, «^ I wish that may answer, Mr Lock« 
hard. There are auld prophecies about 
this bouse I wad like ill to see fulfilled wf 
my auld e'en, that hae seen evil aneugh fd« 

ready.'* 

«v Pshaw! never mind freits," said his 
brother butler ; *« if the young folk liked 
ane anither, they wad make a winsome cou- 
pie. But, to say truth, there is a leddy sits 
in our hall-nook, maun have her hand in 
that as weel as in every other )ob. But 
there's no harm in drinking to their healths, 
and I will fill Mrs Mysie a cup of Mr Gir- 
der's canary." 

While they thus enjoyed themselves in 
the kitchen, the company in the hall were 
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not less pl^isaiTtly .engaged. So soon as 
Ravens wood had determined upon giving 
the Lord Keeper such hospitality as he had 
to offer, he deemed it incumbent on him to 
assume the open and courteous brow of a 
well-pleased host. It has been often te- 
marked, that when a man commences by 
acting a character, he frequently ends by 
adopting It in good earnest. In the course 
of an hour or two, Ravenswood, to his own 
aurprise, found himself in the situation of ' 
one who frankly does his best to entertain 
welcome and hpnonred gueala* How much 
of this change in his disposition was to be x 
ascribed to the beauty and simplicity of 
Miss Ashtpn, to the readiness with which 
she accommodated herself to the inconve« . 
niences of her situation — how much to the 
smidoth arid plausible conversation of the 
Lord Keeper, remarkably gifted with those 
words which win the ear, must be left to. 
the reader's ingenuity to conjecture. But 
Ravenswood was insensible to neither. 
The Lord Keeper was a veteran statesman^ 
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well acquainted with courts and cabinets^ 
and intimate with all the various turns of 
public affairs during the last eventful years 
of the seventeenth century. He could talkt 
from his own knowledge^ of men and events, 
in a way which failed not to win attention, 
and had the peculiar art^ while he never 
said a word which committed himself, at 
the same time to persuade the hearer that 
he was speaking without the least sha- 
dow of scrupulous caution or reserve. Ra- 
venswood, in spite of his prejudices and 
real grounds of resentment, felt himself at 
once amused and instructed in listening to 
him, while the statesman, whose inward 
feelings had at first so much. impeded bis 
first efforts to make himself known, had 
now regained all the ease and fluency of a 
silver-tongued lawyer of the very highest 
order. 

His daughter did not speak much, but 
she smiled ; and what she did say argued 
a submissive gentleness, and a desire to 
give pleasure, which, to a proud man like 
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Bavenswood, W|s more fascinating than 
the most brilliant wit. Above all» he 
could not but observe, that, whether from 
gratitude or from some other motive, he 
himself, in his deserted and unprovided 
hall, was ^ much the object of respectful 
attention to his guests, as he would have 
been when surrounded by all the appli- 
ances and means of hospitality proper to 
his high birth. AH deficiencies passed un- 
observed, or, if they did not escape notice, 
it was to praise the substitutes which Caleb 
had contrived to supply the want of the 
usual accpmmodations. Where a smile was 
unavoidable, it was a very good-humoured 
one, and often coupled with some well- 
turned compliment, to shew how much the 
guests esteemed the merit of their noble 
host, how little they thought of the incon-. 
veniencies with which they were surround- 
ed. , I am not sure whether the pride of 
being found to outbalance, in virtue of his 
own personal merit, all the disadvantages 
of fortune, did not make as favouraUe an 
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impression up<m the haughty beanrt oi the 
Master of Ravenswood, as the converse. 
Hon of the father and the beairty of Lucy 

Ashton; 

The hour of repose arrived. The 
Keeper and his daughter retired to their 
apartitients, which were «« decored"^ more 
properly than could have been anticipated. 
In making the necessary arrangements^ 
Mysie had indeed enjoyed the assistance 
of a gossip who had arrived from the vil- 
lage upon an exploratory expedition^ but 
had been arrested by Calebs and impressed 
into the domestic drudgery of the evening. 
So that, instead of returning home to de- 
scribe the dress and person of the grand 
young lady, she found herself compelled 
to be active in the domestic economy of 
Wolfs Crag. 

According to the custom of the time» 
the Master of Ravenswood attended -the 
Lord Keeper to his apartment, followed by 
Caleb, who placed on the table, with all the 
#eremoniaIs due to torches <tf wax, two 
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radeljT filmed tatlow- candles, such as in 
^liose days were only used by the peasant*, 
ry, hooped in paltry clasps of wire, whtch 
senred for candlesticks. He then disap- 
peared^ and presently entered with two 
earthen flagons, (the china, he said, had 
been little used since tpy lady's time,) one 
filled with canary wine, the other with 
brandy. The canary sack, unheeding all 
probabilities of detection, he declared had 
been twenty years in the cellars of Wolf *b 
Crag, << though it was not for him to speak 
before their honours ; the brandy,— it was 
weel ken'd liquor, as mild as mead, and as 
strong as Sampson-^it had been in the 
house ever since the niemorable revel, in 
which auld Mickletob had been slain at the 
head of the stair by Jamie of Jenkle^ae, 
on account of the honour of the worshipful 
Lady Muirend, wha was in some sort an 
ally of the family j natheless**. 



■*■**■« 



^ But to cut that matter short, Mr Ga- 

* 

leb,'' said the Keeper, «« perhaps you will 
favour me with a ^wer of water." 
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^ God forbid your lordship should drink 
water in this family^ to the. disgrace of so 
honourable an house !" ' 

^< Nevertheless, if his lordship have a 
fancy," said the Master, smiling^ ^yl think 
you might indulge him ^ for, if I mistake 
not, there has been watef drank here at no 
distant date, and with good relish too." 

** To be sur^ if his lordship has a fancy," 
said Caleb ; imd re-entering with a jug of 
pure. element— ** He will scarce find such 
water ony where as is di:aWn frae the well 
at Wplfs Crag — nevertheless"--*— 

<< Nevertheless, we must leave the Lwd 
Keeper to his repose in this poor chamber 
of ours," said the Master of Ravenswood, 
interrupting his talkative domestic, who im« 
mediately turning to the door*way, with a 
profound reverence, prepared to usher his 
master from the secret chamber. 

But the Lord Keeper prevented his host^s 
departure. — •* I have but onfe word to say 
to the Master of Ravenswood; Mr Caleb, 
and I fancy he will excuse your waiting." 
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With a second reverencet lower than the 
former, Caleb witfadrew-^ahd his. master 
stood motionless, expecting, with donsider- 
able embarrassment, what was to close the 
events of a day fraught with unexpected 
incidents* 

<< Master of Ravens wood," said Sir Wil- 

iiam Ashton, with some embarrassment, 

^< I hope you understand the Christian law 

too well to suffer the, sun to set upon your 

anger T 

The Master blus[hed, and replied, ^ He 
had no occasion that evening to exercise 
the duty enjoined upon him by his Chris- 
-tian faith." 

^ I should have thought otherwise," said 
his guest, ** considering the various sub- 
jects of dispute and litigation which have 
unhappily occurred more frequently than 
was desirable or necessary betwixt the late 
honourable lord, your father, and myself." 

** I could wish, my lord," said Ravens- 
wood, agitated by suppressed emotion, 
<* that reference to these circumstances 
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should be made any where ratheir thaa 
under my father^s roof.'' 

*^ I should have felt thte deKcacy of this 
appeal at another time/* said Sir WiHiara 
Ashton, *« bat now I must proceed with 
what I meant to say.— I have suffered too 
much in my own mind from the false deli- 
cacy which prevented my soliciting with 
earnestmss, what indeed I ff^equently re- 
questedt a personal communing with yoiir 
father — ^much distress of mind to him and 
to me might have been prevented^" 

** It is true," said ^ Ravenswood, after a 
momen<fs reflection ; ** I have heard my fa- 
ther say ybur lordship had proposed a per« * 
sonal interview." 

" Proposed, my dear Mast6r ? I did iny 
deed propose it, but I ought to hate beg- 
gedt entreated, beseeched it. I ought to 
hive tora away the veil which interested 
persons had stretched beftwixt us, and shewn 
myself as I was, wilting to sacrifice a consi- 
derable part even of my legal rights in or- 
der to conciliate feelings so natural as his 



TH£ BRI9B m I.A]C«»BJMK>R* 15 

must be allowed td have beeiu Let me say 
for myself, my young friend, for so I m\\ 
clill you, tbat had your fisilher and I spent 
the same time together which my good for« 
tune has allowed me to* day to pass in yowr 
company, it is possiUe the land might yet 
have enjoyed, one of the most respectable 
of its andent nobility, and I should have 
been spared the pain of parting in enmity 
from a person whgse general character I ao 
much admired and honoured/' 

He put his handkerchief to hia ey^ 
'Ravenswood also was moved, but awaited 
in silence the progress of this extraordt* 
nary communication. ^ 

<< It is necessary,'' continued the Lord 
Keeper, ** and proper that you should un* 
derstand, that there have been many points 
betwixt us, in which, although I judged it 
proper that there stfould be an exact ascer« 
tainment of my legal rights by the decree 
of a court of justice, yet it was never my 
intention to press them beyond the verge 
of equity." 
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""My lordt'* said the Master of Ravens^ 
wood, ^' it is unnecessary to pursue . this 
topic &Fther. What the law will give you, 
or has given you, you enjoy-^br you shall 
enjoy; neither my father^ nor I myself, 
would have received any thing on the foot* 
ing of favour," 

** Favour ? — no — ^you misunderstand me,? 
resumed the Keeper j *' or rather you are 
no lawyer. A right may be good in law, 
and ascertained to be sd, which yet a man 
of honour may not in every case care to 
avail himself of/' 

'^ I am sorry for it, my lord," said the 
Master. 

*< Nay, nay," retorted his guest, *< you 
speak like a young counsellor ; your spiiit 
goes before your wit. There are many 
things still open for decision betwixt us. 
Can you blame ine, ati oid man desirous 
of peace, and in the castle of a young no. 
bleman who has saved my daughter'^ life 
imd my own^ that I am deairou^ anxiously 
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desirous, that these diould be settled on 
the most liberal principle ?" 

The old man kept fast hold of the Mm^ . 
ter's passive hand as he spoke, and made it 
impossible for him, be his predetermination 
what it would, to return any othet than an 
acquiescent reply ; and wishing his guest 
good night, he postponed farther confei- 
ence until the next morning. 

Ravenswood hurried into the hall whece 
he was to spend the night, and for a time 
traversed its pavement with a disordered 
and rapid pace. His mortal foe was un« 
der his roof, yet his sentiments towiirds 
him were neither those of a feudal enemy 
nor of a true Christian. He felt as if he 
could neither fcnrgive him in the one dia- 
racter, or follow forth his vengeance ip the 
other, but that he was making a base and 
dishonourable tomposition betwixt his re- 
sentment against the father and his affec- 
tion for the daughter. He cunfed hiipsejUr, 
as he hurried to and fro in the pale moon- 
light, and more ruddy gleaois of the ezpi- 
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ring wood- fire. He threw i)p€n and shut 
the latticed windows with violence, as if 
idike impatient of the admission and exclu- 
|HOn of free air. At length, however, the 
torrent of passion foamed off its madness, 
and he threw himself into the chair, which 
he proposed as his place of repose for the 
night. 

*« If, in reality,*'— 4UGb were the calmer 
thoughts that followed the first tempest of 
lus passion<*---*< If, in reality, this man de- 

rires no more than the law allows bim--^ 

« 

if he is willing to adjust even his acknow- 
ledged rights upon an equitable footing, 
what could be my father's cause of com- 
plaint f— -what is mine ?-— Those from whom 
we won our ancient possessions fell under 
the sword of my ancestors, and left lands 
and livings to the conquerors ; we sink 
under the force of the law, now too power- 
ful for the Scottish chivalry. Let us parley 
with the victors of the day, as if we had 
been besieged in our fortress and without 
hope of relief. This man may be other 
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than I have thought him ; and his daugh- 
ter — but I have resolved not to think upon 
her.'* 

He wrapt his cloak around him, fell 
asleepi and dreamed of Lucy Ashton till 
day-light gleamed through the lattices. 
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CHAPTER II. 



We worldly men, when we see friends and kinsmen' 

Past hope sunk in their fortunes, lend, no hand 

To lift them up, but rather set pur feet 

Upon their heads to press them to the bottom,. 

As I must yield with you I practised it ; 

But now I see you in a way to rise, 

I can and will assist you.— 

New JVay to Pay Old Debts, 



The Lord Keeper carried with him to a- 
eouch, harder than he was accustomed to> 
stretch himself upon> the same ambitious 
thoughts and political perplexities, which 
drive sleep from the soitest down that ever 
spread a bed of state. He had sailed long 
enough amid the contending tides and cur- 
rents of the time to be sensible of their 
peril, and of the necessity of trimming his 
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vessel to the prevailing wind^ if he would 
have her escape shipwreck in the storm* 
The nature of his talents, and the timo- 
rousness of disposition connected with 
them, had made him assurbe the pliability 
of the versatile old Earl of Northampton, 
who explained the art by which he kept 
his ground during all the changes of state, 
from the reigii of Heiiry VIII. to that of 
Elizabethi by the frank avowal, that he was 
born of the willow, not of the oak. It had 
accordingly been Sir William Ashton's po« 
liey on all occasions to watch the changes 
in the political horizon, and, ere yet the 
conflict was decided, to negociate some in- 
terest for himself with the party most likely 
to prove victorious. His time-serving dis- 
position was well known, and excited the 
contempt of the more daring leaders of 
both factions in the state. But his talents 
were of a useful and practical kind, and 
his legal knowledge held in high estima- 
tion ; and they so far counter-balanced other 
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deficiencies, that those in power wece gladi 
to use and to reward, though without trust* 
ing or respecting him. 

The Marquis of A- . ■ ■ had ufied his utr 
most influence to effect a change in the 
Scottish cabiuet, and his schemes had beea 
of late so well laid and so ably supported, 
that there appeared a very great chance of 
his proving ultiipately successful. He did 
not, however, feel so strong or so confident as 
to neglect any means of drawing recruits to 
his standard* The acquisition of the Lord 
Keeper was deem^id of some importance, 
and a friend, perfectly acquainted with his 
circumstances and character, became re- 
sponsible for his political conversion. 

When this gentleman arrived at Ravens* 
.wood Castle upon a visits the real purpose 
of which was disguised under general cour- 
tesy, he found the prevailing ^ar^ which at 
present beset the Lord Keeper, was that of 
danger to his own person from the Master 
of Ravenswoodt The language which the 
blind sybili old Alice, had used ; the sud- 
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den appearance of the Master armed, and 
within his precincts, immediatdiy after he 
had been warned against danger from him ; 
th^ cold and haughty return received in 
exchange for the acknowledgments with 
whidi he loaded him for his timely protec- 
tion, had all made /a strong impression on 
Im imagination. 

So soon as the Marquises political agent 
found how the wind sate, he began to insi- 
nuate fears and doubts of another kind, 
scarce less calculated to affect the Lord 
Keeper. He enquired with seeming inter- 
est, whfether^ the proceedings in Sir Wil- 
liam's complicated litigation with the Ra« 
venswood family was out of court, and set- 
tled without the possibility of appeal ? The 
Lord Keeper answered in the affirmative ; 
but his interrogator was too well informed 
to be imposed upon. He pointed out to 
him, by unanswerable arguments, that some 
of the most important points which had 
been decided in his favour against the 
House of Ravens wood, were liable to be 
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reviewed by the Estates of the Kingdom^ 
1.^. by the Scottish Parliament^ upon an 
appeal by the party injured^ or, as it was 
technically termed, << a protestation for re- 
meid in law*" 

The Lord Keeper, after he had for some 
time disputed the legality of such a pro- 
ceedingy was compelled, at length, to com- 
fort himself with the improbability of the 
young Master of Ravenswood finding friends 
in parliament, capable of stirring in so 
weighty an affair. 

** Do not comfort yourself with that false 
hope,'* said his wily friend ; ** it is possible, 
that in the next session of parliament, young 
Ravenswood may find more friends and fa*^ 
vour even than your lordship/' 

^* That would be a sight worth seeing,* 
said the Keeper scornfully. 

** And yet," said his friend, " such things 
have been seen ere now, and in our own 
time. There are many at the head of af- 
fairs even now, that a few years ago were 
under hiding for their lives ; and many a 
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oum dinlog on pkte of silver^ that was fatu 
to eat his crowdy without a bicker ; imd 
litany a hi^ head has been brought fall 
low among us in as short a space. Scott 
of Scotstanret's ^ Staggering State of Scots 
Statesmen/ of which curious memoir yogi 
shewed me a manuscript, has been out- 
daggered in our time." 

TheXord Keeper answered with a deep 
fti^i << that these mutations were no new 
sights in Scotland, and had been witnessed 
long before the time of the satirical author 
he Imd quoted. It was many a long year," 
he ^d, ** since Fordun bad quoted, as an 
ancieat proverb, *. neque dwes, nequejartisf 
ied nee sapiens Scotus^ pradomnante inpi^ 
dia^ diu durabit in terra^^ 

'< And be assured, my esteemed friend," 
was the answer, <* that even your lojog ser* 
i^ees to the state, or deep legal knowledges 
will not save you, or render your estsfte 
stable, if the Marquis of A---^ comes in 
with a parliament according to )iis will* 

VOL. II. B 
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'You kndw that the deceased Lord RavenS' 
"WOod was his near ally» his lady being fifth 
in descent from the Knigbtof Tiliibardiae^; 
^nd I am wrell assured that he will take 
young Ravenswood by the hand, and be 
•his very good lord and kinsman. Why 
^houli^ h&not?---hedsan active and stirring 
young fellow, able to help himself witfaT 
tongue and hands-; and it is such as he 
that find friends among their kindredi and 
not those unarmed and unable Mepfaebo* 
shethsy that are sure to be a burthen to 
every one- that takes them up* And so^nf 
these Ravenswood cases be called over the 
coals in parliament, you will find that the 
Marquis will have a crow <to .pluck with 
you." 

"That would be an evil requital,^ said 
the Lord Keeper, ** for ray long services to 
the state, and the ancient respect in whidh 
I have held his lordship's-honourable fami-. 
fy and person." 

' "Aye, but,*' rejoined the agent of' the 
-Marquis, " it is in vain to look back ^on 
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past service and auld respect^ my Idrd-^it 
will be present service and immediate prooft 
df f egardy which, in these sliddery times^ 
will be e^etted by ^ msm like the Mar« 
^uis> 

i:^e iLord Iteepet ti6w ^M the full drift 
'of his i&iend's argument, bnt he was too 
Cautious to return any positive answer^ 

*« He knew not," he said, " the service 
which the Lord Marquis could e:l:|[ie(t irom 
one of bis limited abilities, that had not al- 
ways stood at his command, still sa^tig 
and reserving bis duf^ to his king and coan^ 
^ry." 

Having thus said taOthliig, while he seem- 
ed to say every thiiig, for the exception was 
calculated to cover whatever he might a& 
terwards think proper to bring under it. 
Sir William A^hton changed thfe corArersa- 
don, nor did he again jpermit it to be intro;- 
duced. His guest departed, without having 
brought the wily old statesman tite length 
bf committing himself, or of pledging him* 
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gelf to ftay future line of conduct, but wit& 
tbe certainty that he had alarmed his fears 
in a most densiUe point, and laid a founda- 
tion for future and farther treaty. 

When he rendered an account of his ne- 
godaition to the Marquis^ they both agreed 
that the Keeper ought not to be permitted 
to relapse into security^ and that he should 
be plied with new subjeets of alarm, espe- 
eially during the absence of his lady. They 
were well aware that her proud, vindictive, 
4nd predomiiiating cqpirit, would be likely 
to supply him with the courage in which he 
was deficient"— that she was immovably 
i^ttadbed to the party now in power, with 
whom she maintained a close correspond- 
ence and aUiancCf and that she hated, 
without fearing, the Ravenswood ^uonily, 
whose more ancient dignity threw discre* 
dit on the newly acquiried grandeur of her 
Imsband, to such a degree that she would 
have periled the interest of her own house, 
to have the prospect of altc^gether crushiiig 
that of her enemy. 
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But Lady Ashton was now absent The 
business which had Imig detained her in 
Edinburgh, had afterwards induced her to 
travel to Londont not ,wtthout the hope 
that she might contribute her share to dis- 
concert the intrignes of the Marquis at 
court, for she stood high in favour with 
the celebrated Sarah, Duchess of Marlbo- 
rough, to whom, in point of character, she 
bore considerable resemblance. It was ne- 
cessary to press her hu^nd hard before 
her return ; and, as a preparatory step, 
the Marquis wrote to the Master of Ra* 
venswood the letter which we rehearsed 
in a former chapter* It was cautiously 
worded, so as to leave it in the power of 
the writer hereafter to take as deep, or at 
slight an interest in the fortunes of his 
kinsman, as the progress of bis own schemes 
might require. But however unwilling, as 
a statesman, the Marquis might be to com« 
mit himself, or assume the character of a 
patron, while he had nothing to give away, 
it must be said to his honour, &at he Mt' 
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a strong inclinatioii efieotualLy to befriend 
the Master of Ravcnswood, as well as to us^ 
his name as a means of alarming the terrors 
of the Lord Keeper. 

As the messenger who carried thb letter 
was to pass near ih% house of the Lord 
Keeper, he had it in direction^ that in the 
village adjoining to the park- gate of the 
castle^ his horse should lose a shoe, aiid 
that, while it was replaced by the smith of 
the place, he should express the utmost 
regret for the necessary loss of time, and 
in the vehemence of his impatience, give 
it to be understood, that he was bearing a 
message from the Marquis of A i . . v ■ to 
the Master of Ravenswood, upon a matter 
of life and death. 

This new9» with exs^gevations, was spee- 
dily carried from various quarters to the 
ears of the Lord Keeper, and each reporter 
dwelt upoQ the extreme icppatience of the 
courier, and th^ surprising short time in 
which he had executed his journey. The 
aqxious statesman hear.d. in sU^Hc^ ; but m 
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private Lockhard received orders to watch 
the courier. Oft his return, to way-lay hiiiL 
in the village, to ply bim with liquor if 
possible, and to use all means, faif or. foul, . 
to learn the contents of the letter of which 
he- was the bearer. But as this plot had 
been foreseen, the^ messenger returned by 
a different and d'mtunt road, and thus es-t 
cafied the snare that was laid for him- 

After he had been in vain expected for 
86me time, Mr. Dingwall had orders to 
make especial enquiry among his clients of 
Woirc^h(^>e^ . wbethet.sudbr a .domestla boi*. 
longing to the Marquis of A ■ had ac* 
tually arrived! at the^ neighbouring castle. 
This was easily.ascertained ;^ for Caleb had 
been in the village one morning by- five * 
a'elock,. to borrow **twa chappibs x>f ale* 
wd a kipper^ for the^ messenger's refresh- 
ment, and the poor fellow had beenall for > 
twenty-four hours at Luckie iSma'traah's,.. 
in consequence of dining upon << saut savu 
mon and sour drink." So that the exisb- 
ence; of a c([vre$p$mdeiice,betwixt the Mar« 
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quis and bis distressed kinsman, whioh Str 
William Ashton had sometimes treated as 
a bug-bear, was proved beyond the possi- 
bility of further doubt. 

The alarm of the Lord Keep^ became 
very serious. Since the Claim of Right, the 
power of appealing^ from the decisions of 
the civil court to the estates df parKamrat, 
which had formerly been held incompGr 
tdnt, had in m^ny instances^ been claimed, 
and in some allowed, and he had no small 
reason to apprehend the issue, if the Scot* 
tish parliament should be disposed to act 
upon the protestatioti of the Masta of 
Ravenswood ^* for remeid in low/' It 
Would resolve into an equitalyle cl^m, and 
be decided, peiiiaps, upon thfe 1»road pria* 
ciples of justice, which were not quite so 
favourable to the Lord Keeper as those 
of strict law. Meanwhile, every report 
which reached him served to render the 
snccess of the Marquis's intrigues the wore 
probable, and the Lord Keeper began to 
think it indispensible, that he should \o€k 
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rouod for some kind of protectioa i^;mm8t 
tbe cofiMQg storm* The tinudiky c^ his 
temper iodueed bim to adopt measures of 
Compromise and conciliatioD. The affiur 
Qf the wild bull^ properly mMu^d, tnight, 
he thought, be made to facilitate a per« 
sooal communication and reconciliatiott 
betwixt the Master and himself. He would 
tbenjcarn,if possible, what his own ideas 
were of the extent of his rights^ and the 
means of enfiorcing them ; and perhaps mat«- 
ters might be brought to a comfMomise^ 
where, one party was wealthy, and the other 
so yery poor. A reconciliation with Ravens 
wood was likely to give him an opportoni^ 
to play his own game with the Marquis of 
A *^ And besides,"* said he to him-p 

seiff ^ it will be an act of generosity to 
rsise up the heir of this distressed family ; 
and if he is to be warmly and effectually 
befriended by the new government, who 
knows but my nrtue may prove its own 
xeward ?' 
: Thus thought Sir Wilfiam Ishton^ co- 
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vering with no unusual self-delusion his kt^- 
terested views with a hue of virtue ; and 
having attained this point, his fancy strayed 
still farther. He. began to bethink himself, 
<< that if Ravenswood was to have a distin- 
guished place of power and trust— and if 
such a union would sopite the heavier part 
of his unadjusted claims— there might be 
worse matches for his daughter Lucy--rthe 
Master might be reponed against the at^ 
tainder-^Lord Ravenswood was an ancient 
title, and the alliance would, in some mea* 
sure, legitimate his own possession of the 
greater part of the Master's spoils, and 
make the surrender of the rest a subjiect 
of less bitter regret.** 

With these mingled and multifarious 
plans occupying his head, the Lord Keeper 
availed himself of my Lord Bittlebrains' re- 
peated invitation to his residence, and thus 
came within a very few miles of Wolf's Crag. 
Here he found the lord of the mansk>n ab- 
sent, but was courteously received by the 
lady, who expected her husband's immedi- 
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ate return. She expressed her particular de^ 
light at seeing Miss Ashton, and appointed 
the hounds to be taken out for the Lord 
Keeper's special amusement. He readily 
catered into the proposal, as giving him an 
opportunity to reconnoitre WolPs Crig, 
and perhaps to make some acquaintance 
with the owner, if he should be tempted 
from his desolate mansion by the chase*. 
Lockliard had his orders to endeavour on 
his part totmake some acquaintance with 
the inmates of the? castle, and we have seen 
bow he played his part.^ 

The aecidental storm did more to fur- 
ther the Lord Keeper's plan of forming a 
personal acquaintance with young Ravens*- 
wo<>d, than his most sanguine expectations 
eould ha\^ anticipated. His fear of the 
young nobleman's personal resentment had 
greatly decreased, since he considered him 
as formidable from his legal claims, and 
the means he might have of enforcing 
them.^ But although he thought, not un^ 
faasonably 9 that only desperate cjireum* 

5 
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stainces drove men on desperate mea- 
sures, it wafi not \ritbout a. secrete terfor, 
vrhicb ^hook his heart within him, that he 
first felt himself encl<ned within the deso« 
late tower of Wolps Crag ; a place so well 
fitted, from solitude and strength, to he a 
scene of violence and vengeance. The 
^m reception at first given* to them by 
the Master of Ravenswood, and the diffi- 
culty he felt in explaining to that injured 
nobleman what guests were under the shel- 
ter of his roof, did not sooth these alarms ; 
so that when Sir William Ashton heard th« 
door of the courtyard shut behind>hiffl with 
violence, the words of Alice rung in his 
ear^, ** that be had drawn on matters too 
hardly with so fierce a race as those of Ra- 
venswood, and that they would bide their 
time to be avenged." 

The subsequent frankness of the Mas- 
ter's hospitality, as their acquaintance in- 
creased, abated the apprehensions these re- 
collections were calculated to excite ; and 
it did not escape Sir William Ashton, that 
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itrwas tp Luey'ft gtaee and beauty^ he owed 
the change in tbeir be^tJs behavio|ir» 

' All these thoughts thronged upcKi him 
when be took possession of the secret 
chamber. The iron lamp, the unfuroished 
apat tment, more resembbng a prison tkaa 
a< place of ordinary repoae, the hoarse and 
ceaseless sound of the waves rushing against 
the base of the rock on which the castle 
was iiDuiided, saddened and perplexed hie 
mind. To his own wccessfnl madiitta^ 
tions^ the ruin of the family had been in a 
great measure owing, but his dispositioii 
was crafty and not cruel ; so that actually 
to witness the desolation and distress he had 
himself occasioned, was as painful to htm 
as it would be to the humane mistress of a 
. family to superintend in person the execution 
of the lambs and poultry which are killed 
by her own directions* At the same time^ 
when he thought of the alternative, of re- 
storing to Ravenswood a large proportion 
of his spoils, or of adopting, as an ally 
and member of bis own familys the heir of 
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this impoverished hoase, he felt as 
spider may^be supposed to do^ when his 
whole ^ web) the ' intricacies of which had 
beeii' planned with so much art». is de-. 
stroyed by the chance sweep of a broom* 
And then, if he.should commit himself too 
far in this matter, it gave'rise toa perilous 
question, which many, a good husband, 
when under ( temptation to ^ct as :a -free 
agent, has asked ^ himself ^ without . being 
able to return a satis&ctory answer ; *^ What 
will my wife— -^what will Lady Ashton say i^ 
On the whole, he came at length to the re- 
solution in.which minds, of a weaker cast so 
often take refiige. He Resolved to watch, 
events, to take advantage of circumstances 
as they occurred, and regulate his conduct 
accordingly. In tfais^ spirit of temporizing 
policy, he at lasgth 'composed his mind ta 
rest. 
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CHAPTER IL 

^ A slight note I.bave about me for you» for the delitmy of 
which you must excuse me. It is an offer that friendship 
calls upon me to 60, and no way oil^nsive to you^ since I de- 
sire Botbiogvi»at rii^t'Hpoaboth itdes." 

and no JTn^* 



W&BN Ra¥en8w<»od and his guest met 
in the tnoriaing, the gloom of the Master's 
spirit had in part returned. He» also; had 
passed a night rather of reflection than o£ 
slumber y and the feelings vhich he could 
not but entertain towards Lucy Ashton^ 
had to support a severe conflict against 
those which he had so long nourished 
against her father. To clasp in friendship 
the hand of the enemy of his house, to en- 
tertain him under his roof, to exchange 
with him the courtesies and the kindness 
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of domestic familiarity, was a degradatioQ 
which his proud spirit could not be bent 
to without a struggle. 

But the ice being once broken, the Lord 
Keeper was resolved it should not have time 
again to freeze^ It had been part of hia 
plan to stun and confuse Ravenswood's 
ideas, by a complicated and technical 
statement of the matters which had been 
in debate betwixt their families, justly 
thi^ing it would be difficult for a yopth 
of his age to follow the expositions of 
a practical lawyer, com^ming actions of 
compt and reckomng, and of multiple* 
poindings, and adjudication and wadsets, 
proper and improper^ and poindings of the 
ground and declarations of expiry of the 
legal. Thus, thought Sir William, I shall 
hav^ all the grace of appearing perfectly 
communicative, while my party will de- 
rive very little advantage from any thing 
I may tell him* He tfaa^re took Ra« 
venswood aside into the deq> recesa of a 
window ia the hall, and resuming thedis* 
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eoinrae of the preceding eveniogi expraMcd 
a hope that his young friend would assume 
some patience^ io order to hear hiin rater 
into a minute and ei^planatory detail of 
those unfortunate circuniatances^ in which 
his late honouraUe father had stopd at va» 
riance with the Lord Keeper. The Mai« 
ter of Bavenawood. coloured highly, bqt 
was lailent ; and the Lord Keeper, though 
not greatly sq)pioving the sudden height . 
ening^ of his auditor's complexion, com- 
menced the hktory of a bond for twenty 
thousand mai^s, advanced by his fa<;her to 
the father of Allan Lord Ravenswood, Mid 
waa pfoceeding fo detail the executorial 
proceedings by which this large sum had 
been rendered tL-dddtikn Jmdif when he 
was interrupted by thjs Maater« 

«« It is not in this place," he said, '^ that 
I can hear Sir William Aditon's explana^ 
tion of the maiters iu question betwew 
us* It is not here, where my father died^ 
of a bic^n heart, that I can with decency 
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or temper investigate the cause of his dis« 
teess^ I might remember that I was a son, 
aiid* forget the duties of a host A time^ 
however, there must come, when these 
things shall be discussed in a place ani in- 
a presence where both of us will have €qual; 
fi«edom to speak and to hean'^ 

/" Any time/* the Lord Keeper said^ 
^ any place was alike to those who sought 
nothing but justice. Yet it wpuld seem he 
was, in fairness^ entitled to some premonln. 
tloti respecting the grounds upon which 
tlie Master proposed to impugn ,the whole 
train of legal proceedings^ which had been 
so well and ripely advised in jthemi^ courts, 
competent.** 

^ Sir William Ashton,**^ answered the 
Master with warmth, *^ the lands, which 
yon^ now occupy were granted to my re- 
mote ancestor for services done with his 
sword- against the &)gltah invaders. How 
Uiey have glided from us by a train of pro* 
feedings that seem to be nather side^ 
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mortgage^ nor adjudication fiir debt, but a 
nondescript and entangled mixture of alh 
these rights-^ how annual<*rent has. been • 
accumulated upon principal^ and no nook: 
or coign of legal advantage left unoccupied^ 
uptilour interest in our hereditary proper-, 
ty seems to have n>elted away, like aaicicle* 
in thaw-^all this you. understand betterv^ 
than I do. I am willing, boweveri to sup* 
ppse^ from the frankness of your conduct- 
towards me, that I may in a great measure « 
have mistaken your character^ and tJiat 
things may have appeared right and fitting, 
to you, a skilful and practised lawyer, which, 
to my ignorant understanding seem very 
little short of injustice acid gross opp^esi^ 
sion,'' 

<f And yoU| my dear Master^** answered^ 
Sir WUliam, <* you, permit me to say, have, 
been equally, misrepresented to me. I waiu 
(aught to believe ypu a Berce, itnperioui^ 
hot-headed youth, ready, at the slightest 
provocation, to throw your sword into tbe^ 
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scales Qf justice^ and to appeal to those 
rude and forcible measures from which ci-* 
vil polity has long protected the people of 
Scotknd. Then, since we were mutually 
mistaken in each other,/why should not the 
youi^ nobleman be willing to listen to the 
old lawyer, while, at least, he explains the 
points of difference betwixt them ?" 

*• No, my lord," answered Rayenswood ; 
'^ it is in the Estates of the nation, in the 
supreme Court q£ Parliament, that we must 
parley together. The belted lords and 
knights of Scotland, her ancient peers and 
baroeage, miMt decide, if it is their will that 
a house, not the least noble of their mem« 
bersy shall be stripped of their possessionsji 
the reward of the patriotism of generations^ 
; as the pawn of a wretched mechanic be- 
comes iwfeit to the usurer the instant the 
hour of redemption has passed, away. If 
tl^y yield to the grasping severity of the 
creditor, and to the gnawing usury that 
eats into our lands as moths intd raimtfnt^ 
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ft will be of more evil conscfqueoce to tkeA 
and their posterity than to Norman Rayens- 
wood'^^l shall still have my sword and my 
cloak, and can follow the profissaion of arms 
wherever a trumpet shall sound."* 

As he pronounced these w^rdsy in a firiA 
yet melancholy tone» he raised his eyes, and 
suddenly encountered those of Lucy Ash- 
ton, who had stolen unawaies on their ia- 
terview, and observed her looks fastened 
on them with an expression of enthusiastie 
interest and admiration, which had rapt her 
for the mmnent beyond the fear, of disco>-. 
very. The noble form and fine features of 
ilaveitowoodi fired with the pride of birtii 
and sense of internal dignity-*-*the mellow 
and expressive tones of his voice, the deso^ 
late state of his fortunes, and the indiffer- 
ence with which he seemed to endure and to 
dare the worst that might befall, rendered 
him a dangerous object of contemplation 
for a maiden already too much disposed to 
idwell upon recollections connected with 
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4iim. When their eyes encountered eacli 
^tfaer» both blushed deeply, <;onsdous of 
"some strong internal emotion, and shunned 
^ain to meet each other's look. 

Sir William Ashton had, of course, ctos#- 
iy watched the ^^presision of' their coiihte* 
iiances. ^' I need 'fear,'* thought he to 
himself, ^* neither OParliament n^ protesta* 
tion { I have an efi^tual lUode of reboik^i^ 
ling myself with this hot*tempered young 
fellow, in case he shall becom^e formidstble. 
The present object is, at all events, to avoid 
committing ourselves. The hook is fixed ; 
We ^11 not'strain the line too isooni— it is as 
well to reserve the privilege of slipping it 
ioose, if we do not find the fish worth land- 

In this selfish and cruel calculation upon 
the supposed attachment of Kavenswood 
to Lucy, he was so farirom considering the 
pain he might give to the former, by thus 
dallying with his affections, that he did not 
even think upon the risk of involving his 
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•wn daughter ia the perils of an unfor- 
tunate ,passk>a^^ as if her predilectioo, 
which could notesc^e his attention, were 
like the flame of a taper, which might be 
lighted or extinguished at. pleasure. ^But 
Providence hadjprepared a dreadful requi- 
tal far this keen observer of human pas- 
sioDs, who had sp6nt bis life in securing 
advantages to himself by artfully working 
upon the passicms of othei^s. 

Caleb Balderstone now came to announce 
that breakfiist was prepared ; for in those 
dajrs of substantial feeding, the reliques of 
the supper amply fiirnished for-th the morn- 
ing meal* Neither did he forget to pre- 
sent to the Lord Keeper, with great reve<> 
rence, a morning-draught in a large pewter 
cup, garmshed wkh leaves of .parsley and 
scurvy-grass. He craved pMrdon, of course^ 
for having omiUed to serve it in the great 
silver standing' cup as behoved, being that 
it was at pr^ient in a silversmith's in Edin^ 
burgh, for the .purpose of being overlaiii 
with gilt 
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^ In Edinburgh sonre enough," said Ra- 
venswood; <* but in what place, or for 
what purpose, I am afraid neither you nor 
I know.'* 

'<< Aweel !" »iA Caleb peevishly,** there's 
a man standing at ike j^te already this 
inormng— that's ae thii^ that I keh-^Does 
^l^r honour ken whether ye will speak wi' 
liimorno?" 

<< Does he wish to speak with me, Ca- 
l6b?" 

' ^* Less will no serve him," said Caleb ; 
*< but ye had best take a visie of him 
through the wicket before opening the 
gate~-its no every ane we suld let into this 
castle." 

^ What 1 do you suppiKpe him to be a 
messenger come to arrest me for debt f* 
said Ravenswood. 

** A messenger arrest your honour, for 
debt, and in your Casl^ of Wolfs Cragi^*- 
Ybur honour is jeastlng wi' auld Caleb this 
morning.'^ However, he whii^ered in his 
ear as he followed him out, << I would be 
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loth ta do OBy decent man a pr cgudice in 
your honour's gude opinion; but I wad take 
twa looks of that chield before I let him 
within these walls.'' 

He was not an officer of the law, howerer; 
being no less a person than Captain Craigen- 
gditf with his nose as red as a comfortaUe 
cup of brandy could make it, his laced 
cocked-hat set a little aside upon the top 
of his black riding periwig, a sword by his 
side, and pistols at his holsters, and his per- 
son arr<iyed in a riding suit, laid over with 
tarnished lace,— the very moral of one who 
would 9ay, Stand, to a true man. 

When the Master had recognised him, he 
ordered the gates to be opened. ' ^< I sup- 
pose," he Baid, '' Captain Craigengelt, there 
are no such weighty matters betwixt you 
and me, but what may be discussed in this 
place. I have company in the castle at pre- 
sent, and the terms upon which we last 
parted must excuse my asking you to make 
part of them." 

VOL, IL e 
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Craigengelt, although possessing the very 
perfection of impudence, was somewhat 
abashed by this unfavourable reception. 
" He had no intention," he said, " to force 
himself upon the Master of Ravens wood's 
hospitality — he was in the honourable ser- 
vice of bearing a message to him from a 
friend, otherwise the Master of Ravens wood 
should not have had reason to complain of 
this intrusion." 

" Let it be .short, sir," said the Master, 
<* for that will be the best apology. Who 
is the gentleman who is so fortunate as to 
have your services as a messenger ?" 

. " My friend Mr Hayston of Bucklaw,'* 
itnswered tHraigengelt, with conscious im- 
portance, and that confidence which the ac- 
knowledged courage of his principal inspi- 
red, ** who conceives himself to have been 
-treated by you with something much short 
'Of the respect which he had reason tode- 
HMmd, and therefore is resolved to exact 
satii^ction. I bring with me," said he, 
taking a piece of paper out of has pockety 
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^ the precise length of his sword ; and he 
requests you will meet him^ accompanied 
by a friend, and equally armed, at any place 
within a mile of the castle, when I shall 
give attendance as umpire, or second on his 
behooL" 

^ Satisfaction-^and equal arm« I"" repeatr 
ed Ravenswood, who, the reader will re- 
collect, had no reason to suppose he had 
given the slightest offence - to his late in- 
mate — ** upon mj word. Captain Craigen- 
gelt, either you have invented the most im- 
probable falsehood that ever came into the 
mind of such a person, or your morning- 
draught has been somewhat of the strong- 
est. What could persuade JBuckla w to send 
me such a messagei'' 

•^ For that, sir/' replied Craigengelt, " I 
^m desired to refer you 4x> what, in duty 
to my friend, I am to term your inhospi^ 
tality in excluding him from your house, 
without reasons assigned." 

«« It is impossible," replied the Master ) 
^ he cannot be such a fool as to interpret 
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actual necessify as an insult. Nor do I 
believe, that, knowing my opinion of you, 
captain, he would have etnployed the ser- 
vices of so slight and inconsiderable a per- 
son as yourself upon such an errand, as I 
certainly could expect no man of honour 
to act with you in the oflBce of umpire.*^ 

«< I slight and inconsiderable !^ said 
Craigengelt, raising his voice, and laying 
his hand on his cutlass ; " if it were not 
that the quarrel of my friend craves the 
precedence, and is in dependence before 
my own, I would give you to under- 
stand"- 

V << I can understand nothing upon, your 
explanation. Captain Craigengelt. Be satis^ 
fied of that, and oblige me with your de« 
parture." 

«« D n !" muttered the bully ; " and 

is this the answer which I am to'carry back 
to an honourable message ?* 

*^ Tell the Laird of ^ucklaw,*" answered 
Ravenswood, ** if you are really sent by 
him, that when he sends me his cause of 
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grievance by a person fitting to carry such 
an .erran^ betwixt him and me^ I will ei- 
ther explain it or maintain it." 

** Then, Master, you will at least cause 
to be returned to Hayston, by my hands, 
his property which is remaining in your 
possession." 

«« Whatever property Bucklaw may have 
lefl behind him, sir," replied the Master, 
<< shall be returned to him by my servant, 
as you do not shew me any credentials 
from him which entitle you^to receive it." 

*< Well, Master," ssud Captain Craigen- 
gelt, with malice which even his fear of the 
consequences could not suppress j << you 
have this morning done me an egregious 
wrong and dishonour, but far more to 
yourself* A castle indeed ?" he continuedf 
looking around him } <^ why this is worse 
than a caupe^garge house, where they re- 
ceive travellers to plunder them of their 
property." 
^ ^* You insolent ras9al," said the Master, 
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raising his cane, and making a grasp at the 
captain's bridle, " if you do not depart 
without uttering another syllable, I will 
batoon you to death/' 

At the motion of the Master towards 
him, the bully turned so sharply^ round, 
that with some difficulty he escaped throw* 
ing down his horse, whose hoo6 struck 
fire from the rocky pavement in every df- 
rection. Recovering him, however, with 
the bridle, he pushed for the gate, and 
rode sharply back again in the direction of 
tiie village. 

As Ravenswood turned round to leave 
the court-yard after this dialogue, he found 
that the Lord Keeper had descended from 
the hall, and witnessed, though at the dis- 
tance prescribed by politeness, his inter- 
view with Craigengelt. 

«« I have seen,"" said the Lord Keeper, 
^ that gentleman's face, and at no great 
distance of time — his name is Craig-* 
Craig— -something, is it not ?*^ 

/* Craigengelt is the feUow's name," said 
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the Master, <^ at least that by which he 
passes at present." 

^^ Craig-in-guilt," said Caleb, punning 
upon the word craig^ wliich in Scotch sig- 
nifies throat ; ** if he is Craig-in-guilt just 
now, he is as likely to be Craig-in-peril as 
ony chield I ever saw-— the loon has woodie 
written on his very visnomy, and I wad 
wager twa and a plack that hemp plaits 
his cravat yet.'* 

*' You understand physiognomy, good 
Mr Caleb," said the Keeper, smiling ; ** I 
assure you the gentleman has been near 
such a consummation before now— for I 
most distinctly recollect, that, upon occa* 
sion of a journey which I made about a 
fortnight ago to Edinburgh, I saw Mr 
Craigengelt, or whatever is his name, un- 
dergo a severe examination before the 
Privy Council." 

** Upon what account ?" said the Master 
of Ravenswood, with some interest. 
. The question led immediately to a tale 
which the Lord Keeper had been very 
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anxious to introduce, when he could find 
a graceful and fitting opportunity. He 
took hold of the Master's arm, and led him 
back towards the halL ^ Hie answer to 
your question/* he said, " though it is a 
ridiculous business, is only fit for your own 
ear/* 

As they entered the ball, he again took 
the Master apart into one of the recfesses 
of the window, where it will be easily be- 
lieved that Miss Ashtoti did &ot venture 
again to intrude upon their conference. 
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CHAPTER IIL 



Here Is a father now^ 



Will truck his daughter far a fore^ veotor^ 
Make her the stop-gap to some cankered feud^ 
Or fling her o'er, like Jonah, to the fishes. 
To appease the sea at highest. 

Th£ Lord Keeper opened his communi- 
cation with an appearance of unconcern, 
marking, however, very carefully, the effect 
of his communication upon young Ravens- 
wood. 

" You are aware," he said, " my young 
friend, that suspicion is the natural vice of 
our unsettled times, and e:xposes the best 
and wisest of us to the imposition of art- 
ful rascals. If I had been disposed to lis- 
ten to such the other day, or even if. I had 

c a 
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been, the wily politician which you have 
been taught to believe me, you, Master of 
Ravenswood, instead of being at freedom, 
and with full liberty to solicit and act 
against me as you please^ in defence of 
what you suppose to be your rights, would 
have been in the -Castle of iBdinburgb, or 
some other state prison ; or, if you had es- 
caped that destiny^ it must have been by 
flight to a fore^n country, and at the risk 
of a sentence of fugitation/' 

" My Lord Keeper,*' said the Master, 
^^ I think you would not jest on such a sub- 
ject — yet it seems impossible you can be in 
earnest.*^ 

" Innocence," said the jLord Keeper, ^*^is 
also confident, ai^ sometimes, though very 
excusably, presumptuously so.*' 

«« I do not understand," said Ravens- 
wood, ^* how a consciousness of innocence 
can be, in any case, accounted presumptu- 



ous." 



«« Imprudent, at least, It may be called,'* 
said Sir William Ashton, *^ since it is apt 
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to lead us into the mistake of supposing 
that sufficiently evident to others, of which, 
in fact, we are only conscious ourselves. I 
have known a rogue, for this very reason, 
make a better defence than an ini!iocent man 
eould have done in the same circumstances 
of suspicion. Having no consciousness of 
innocence to support hinli, such a fellow 
applies himself to all the advantages which 
the law will afford him, and sometimes (if 
his counsel be men of talent,) succeeds in 
compelling his judges to receive him as in- 
nocent. I remember the celebrated case 
of Sir Codlie Condiddle of Candiddle, who 
was tried for theft under trust, of which all 
the world knew him guilty, and yet w^s 
n<>t only acquitted, but lived to sit in judg- 
ment on honester folks.'' 

" Allow roe to beg you will return to 
the point,'' said the Master ; *' you seemed 
to say that I had suffered under some sus- 
picion." 

<< Suspicion, Master? — ^ay, truly — and I 
can shew you the proofs of it ; if I happen. 

11 
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cnly to have them with me.*~H6re, Lock* 
hard"— His attendant came— *• Fetch me 
the little private mail V9ith the padlocka, 
that I recommended to your particular 
charge-— d'ye he» ?' 

« Yes, my lord." Lockhard vanished $ 
and the Keeper continued ad if half speak«- 
ing to himself. 

^* I think the papers are with me-^-^I 
think so, for as I was to be in this country, 
it was natural for me ^to bring them with 
me, I have them, however, at Ravens- 
wood Castle, that I am sure of—so perhaps 
you might condescend*^ 

Here Lockhard entered, and put the 
leathern scrutoire, or mail-box, into his 
hands. The Keeper produced one or two 
papers, respecting the information laid be* 
fore the Privy Council, concerning the 
riot, as it was termed, at the funeral of 
AUan Lord Ravenswood, and the active 
share he had himself taken in quashing^ 
the proceedings against the Master. Hiese 
documents had been selected with care, so 
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as to irritate^ the natural curiosity of Ra- 
venswood upon Bueh a 8ul^ct» without gra* 
tifying it, •yet to shew that Sir William 
Ashton had acted upon that trying occa- • 
sion the part of an advocate and peace- 
maker betwixt him and the jealous autbo« 
rlties of the day. 'Having furnished his host 
with such subjects for examination, the 
liOrd Kqeper went to the breakfast-table, 
and entered into light conversatiooi ad-/ 
dressed partly to old Caleb, whose resent* 
ment against th^ usurper of the Castle of 
Ravenswood began to be softened by his 
familiarity, and partly to bis daughter. 

After perusing these papers, the Master 
of Ravenswood remained for a minute or 
two with his hand pressed against his brow, 
in deep and profound meditation. He 
then again ran his eye hastily over the pa- 
pers, as if desirous of discovering in them 
some deep purpose, or some mark of fabri- 
cation, which had escaped him at first pe- 
rusaU Apparently the second reading ccm- 



62 TALES 07 MT LANDLORD* 

' firmed the opinion which had pressed upoo 
him at the first, for he started from the 
stone-bench on which be was sitting, and, 
going to the Lord Keeper, took his hand, 
and, strong] J pressing it, asked his pardon 
repeafedly for the injustice he had done 
. him, when it appeared he was experiencing, 
at his hands, the benefit of protection to 
his person^ and vindication to his cha* 
racten 

The statesman received these acknow- 
ledgments at first with well-feigned sur- 
prise, and then with an affectation of frank 
cordiality. The tears began already to 
start from Lucy's blue eyes at viewing this 
unexpectied and moving scene. To see 
the Master, late so haughty and reserved, 
and whom she had always supposed the in- 
jured person, supplicating her father for 
forgiveness, was a change at once surpri* 
sing, flattering, and afiecting. 

«« Dry your eyes, Lucy," said her father ; 

•« why should you weep, because your fe- 

ther, though a lawyer, is discovered to be 
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a iair and honourable man? — What have 
you to thank me for, my dear Master/' he 
continued, addressing Ravenswood, << that 
you would not have done in my case? 
^ S%um cuiqtie tribuito,' was the Roman jus- 
tice, aiad I learned it when I studied Justi- 
nian* \P^ides, have you not overpaid me 
a thousand times in saving the life of this 
de^/pbiid ?* 

^T^s," answered the Master, in all the 
remdirse of self-accusation ; ^« but the little 
service,/ did was an act of mere brutal in* 
stinct ; your defence of my cause^ when you 
knew how iU I thought of you> and how 
much I was disposed to be your enemy, 
was aii act of generous, manlj^ lyid conn- 
derate wisdom." 

<« F^haw !'* said the Lord Keeper, '< each 
of us acted in his own way; you as a gallant 
soldier, I as an upright judge and' {»:ivy. 
councillor. We could not, perhaps, have 
changed parts — at least I should have 
made a very sorry Tauridar, and you, my 
good Mastei*! though, your cause is so ex? 
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» 

ceVientf might have pleaded it perhaps 
worsq yourself, than I who acted for you 
before the council." 

*< My generous friend l" said Ravenswood $ 
arid with that brief word, which the Keeper 
had often lavished on him, but which he 
himself now pronounced for the first time, 
he gave to his feudal enemy the full confi- 
dence of an haughty but honourable heart. 
He had been remarked among his contem- 
poraries for sense and acuteness, as well as 
for his reserved, pertinacious, and irascible 
character. His prepossessions accordingly, 
however obstinate, were of a nature t;o give 
way before love and gratitude ; and the real 
charms of the daughter^ joined to the sup- 
posed services of the father, cancelled in bis 
memory the VOWS of vengeance which he had 
taken so deeply on the eve of his father's 
funeral. But they had been heard and re- 
gistered in the book of fatQ. 

Caleb was present at this extraordinary 
scene, ^nd he could conceive no other rea- 
son for a proceeding so extraordinary than 
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an alliance betwixt the houses, and Ravens* 
wood Castle assigned for the youtig lady's 
dowry. As for Lucy, wheo Ravenswood 
uttered the most passionate excuses for his 
ungrateful negligence* she could but smile 
through her tears, and, as she abandoned 
her hand to him, assure him* in broken ac- 
cents, of the delight with which she beheld 
the complete reconciliation between her Ei- 
ther and her deliverer. Even the states- 
man was moved and affected by the fiery, 
unreserved, and generous self-abandonment 
with which the Master of Ravenswood re- 
nounced his feudal enmity, and threw him« 
self without hesitation upon his forgiveness. 
.His eyes glistened as^ he looked upon a cou- 
ple who were obviously becoming attached, 
and who seemed made for each other. He 
thought how high the proud and chivalrous 
character of Ravenswood might rise under 
many circumstances,in which he found him- 
self" over-crowed/' to use a phrase of Spen- 
cer, and kept under, by his brief pedigree, 
and timidity of disposition* Then his 



66 TALES OF MT LANOLOBD. 

danghter-— his favourite child-i-his coitw 
stant play- mate — seemed formed to tive 
happy in a union with such a command- 
ing spirit as Ravenswood; and even the 
fine» delicate^ fragile form of Lucy Ashton 
seemed to require the support of the Mas- 
ter's muscular strength and masculine cha- 
racter. And it was not merely during a 
few minutes that Sir William Ashton look- 
ed upon their marriage as a probable and 
even desirable event, for a full hour inter- 
vened ere his imagination was crossed by 
recollection of the Master's poverty, and 
the certain displeasure of Lady Ashton, 
It is certain, that the very unusual flow of 
kindly feeling with which the Lord Keeper 
had been thus surprised, was one of the 
circumstances which gave much tacit en- 
couragement to the attachment between 
the Master and his daughter, and led both 
the lovers distinctly to believe that it was 
a connection which would be most agree- 
able to him. He himself was supposed to 
. have admitted this effect, when, long after 
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the catastrophe of their love, he used to 
warn his hearers against permitting their 
feelingGT to obtain an ascendancy over their 
judgment, and affirm that the greatest mis- 
fortune of his life was owing to a very tem- 
porafy predominance of sensibility over 
self-interest. It must be owned, if such was 
the case, he was long and severely punish- 
ed for an offence of very brief duration. 

Afler some pause, the Lord Keeper re- 
sumed the conversation. — " In your sur- 
prise at finding me an honester man than 
you expected, you have lost your curiosity 
about this CraigengeJt, my good Master; 
and yet your name was brought in' in the 
course of that matter too." 

** The scoundrel V* said Ravenswood j 
" my connection with him was of the most 
temporary nature possible ; and yet I was 
very foolish to hold any communication 
with him at all. — What did he say of me ?* 
« Enough,'* said the Keeper, «* to excite 
the very loyal terrors of some of our sages, 
who are for proceeding against med on 
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jthe mere grounds of suspicion or mercena- 
ry information — Some nonsense about your 
proposing to enter into the service of 
France, or of the Pretenderi I don't recol- 
lect which, but wbick the Marquis of A-^- — , 
one' of your best friends, and another per- 
son, one of your wor^t and most interested 
enemies, could not, some how, be brought 
to Ibten to.'* 

'^ I am obliged to my honourable friend — 
and yet" — shaking the Lord Keeper's hand 
— '^* and yejt I am still more obliged to my 
honourable enemy." 

'< Ifdmicus amidssimus,^ said the Lord 
Keeper, returning the pressure ; " but this 
gentleman — this Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw 
— I am afraid the poor young man — I heard 
the fellow mention his name — ^is under very 
bad guidance." 

*^ He is old enough to govern himself^*' 
answered the Master, 

*^ Old enough, perhaps, but scarce wise 

enough, if he has chosen this fellow for his 

^VfB Achates. Why, he lodged an informa* 
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tion against him«--4hat is, such a conse* 
quence might have ensued from his exa^ 
mic^tion, had. we not looked rather at the 
character of the witness than the tenor of 
his evidence." 

*< Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw,'' said the 
Master, ^^ is, I believe, a most honourable 
man, and capaUe of nothing that is n^an 
or disgraceful." 

'^ Capable of much that is unreasonable- 
though, that you must needs allow. Mas- 
ter. Death will soon put him in possession 
of a fair estate, if he hath it not already ; 
old Lady Gimington— -an excellent per- 
son, excepting that her inveterate ilUna- 
ture rendered her intolerable to the whole 
world— is probably dead by this time. Six 
heir^ portioners have successively died to 
make her.wealthy. I know the estates well ; 
they march with my own — ^^a noble pro« 
party." 

<< I am glad of it," . said Ravenswoo J, 
^^ and should be more so, were I confident 
that Bucklaw would change his company 
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and habits with bis fortunes. This appear- 
ance of Craigengelt, acting in the capacity 
of his friend, is a most vile augury for his 
future respectability." 

^* fie is a bird of evil omen^ to be sure,"" 
said the Keeper^ << and croaks of jail and 
gallaws-tree.— 'But I see Mr Caleb grows 
impatient for our return to breakfiut.'' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Sir, stftj at hoihe and take aa old man's ocmndl; 
Seek not to bask you by a stranger's hearth ; 
Our own blue smoke is wanner than their fire. 
Bomestic food is wholesome^ though 'tis homely. 
And foreign dainties poisonous^ though tasteful. 

JTie French CourteTsan, 

The Master of Ravenswood took an op- 
portanity to leave his guests to prepaid for 
their departure, while he himself made the 
brief arrangements necessary previous to 
his absence from Wolf's Crag for a day or 
two. It was necessary to communicate 
"with Caleb on this occasion, and he found 
ihat faithful servitor in his sooty and ruin- 
ous den, greatly delighted with the depar- 
ture of their visitors, and computing how 
long, with good management, the provi- 
sions which had been unexpended might 
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furnish forth the Master's table. " He's 
nae belly-god, that's ae blessing ; and 
Bucklaw's gane, that could have eaten a 
horse behind the saddle. Crosses or water-^ 
purpie, and a bit oat-cake, can serve the 
Master for breakfast as weel as Caleb. Than 
for dinner — there's no muckle left oa the 
spule-bane ; it will brander though-"»it will 
brander very weel." 

His triumphant (Calculations were inter- 
rupted by the Master, who communicated 
to himi not without some hesitation, bis 
purpose to ride with the Lord Keeper as 
far as Raveilswood Castle, and to remain 
there for a day or two/' 

«*'The mercy of Heaven forbid !" said 
the old serving-man, turning as pale as the 
table-cloth which, hi^ was folding up. 

**^ And why, Caleb ?** said his master, 
«« why should the mercy of Heaven forbid 
my returning the Lord Keeper's visit ?' 

« Ob, sir!" repUed Caleb— *^ O Mr Ed- 
gar ! I am your servant, and it ill becomes 
me to 8peak«-«-but I am an auld servant-^- 
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have served baith your father and good- 
sire, and mind to have seen Lord Randal, 
youi* great-grandfather— -but that was when 
I was a bairn/' 

« And what of all this, Balderstone ?'* 
answered the Master ; ** what can h po6« 
sibly have to do with my paying some or- 
dinary civility to a neighbour?" 

" O Mr Edgar, — that is, my lord I'' — 
answered the Butler, *^ your ain censci- 
enee tells you it isna for your father's son 
to be neighbouring wi' the like 6" him«--it 
isna for the credit of the family. An he 
were ance come to terms, and to gi'e ye 
back your ain, e'en though you suhl ho- 
naur his house wi' your alliance, I sttldnm 
aay na— -for thb young leddy is a winsome 
sweet creature— But keep your ain stat€ 
wi' them-— I ken the race o' tliem weel— ^ 
they will think the mair o* ye." 

<• Why, now, ydu go farther than I do, 
Caleb,'* said the Master, drowning a certain 
degree of consciousness in a forced lau^h • 
^< you are for marrying me into a iamily 

VOL. II. © 
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that you will not allow me to visit — ^bftw*s 
this ?-~and you look as pale as death be- 
sides*"* 

" O, sir," repeated Caleb ^gain, " you 
would but laugh if I tauld it ; but TlToii>as 
the Rhymer, whose tongUe couldna be 
fause, spoke the word of your house that 
will e'en proveower true if you go to Ra^ 
venswood this day^—O that it should e'er 
have.b^en fulfilled in my timel" 

" And what is it, Culeb ?" -said Ravens- 
woods wishing to sooth the feajs of his old 

sjervMt. , , . 

Caleb replied, " he had never repeated 
the linigjs tp living mortal— tl^ey were told 
tO; him by an auld . priest that had been 
QQnfe^spf lo Lord Allan's fajt^ler wh^n the 
liimily iwer^. catholic. But mony a time," 
he fe^id, *^ I hae sough$4 thaq dark words 
ower to my sell, awl, well-a-day ! little did 
I thiok of their poming round this day.'' 

" Truce with your nonsense, and let me 
hear the doggre) which has put it into your . 
liead,}' said the Master impatiently. 

10 
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With a quivering voice, and a cheek pale 
with apprehension, Caleb fkaltered out the 
following lines :— 

<' when die last haird of Sarenswood to Ravwntn^ood 

shall ride. 
And wooe a dead maiden to he his hride. 
He shall stable his steed in the Kelpie's flow. 
And Ids name shall be lost for evermoe V 

«• I know the Kelpie's flow wdl enough ; 
I suppose, at least, you mean the quick- 
sand betwixt this tower and Wo1f*s.hope ; 
but why any man in his senses i^hould stable 
a steed there" 

** O, never speer ony thing about that, 
sir — God forbid we should ken what the 
prophecy means— -but just bide you at 
hame, and let the strangers ride to Ra- 
vcnswood by themselves. We have, done 
aneugh for them ; and to do mair, would 
be mair against the credit of the family 
than in its favour/' ' ' 

" WeH, Caleb,** said the Master, *^ I give 
vou the best possible credit for your good 
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advice on this ocqasion ; but as I do Aot 
go to Bavenswood to seek a brid^ dead or 
alive, I hope I shall chuse a better stable 
for my horse than the Kelpie's quick- sand, 
and especially as I have always had a par- 
ticular dread of it since the patrole of dra- 
goons were lost there ten years since* My 
fitther tod I saw them from the tower 
struggling against the advancing tide, and 
they were lost long before any help could 
reach them." 

^-* And they deserved it weeli the south- 
ern loons," said Caleb ; << what had they 
ado caperitog on our sands, and hindering 
a wheen honest folk frae bringing on shore 
a drap brandy ? I hae seen them that busy^ 
that I wad hae fired the auld cuIverin,.or 
the demisaker that's on the south bartimn 
at them, only 1 was feared they might burst 
in the ganging off." 

Caleb's brain was now fully engaged 
with abuse of the English soldiery and ex- 
cisemen, so that his master fojuod no great 
difficulty in escaping from him and rejoin- 
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ihg his guests. All was now ready for their 
departure ; and one of the Lord Keeper's 
grooms having saddled the Master's steed, 
tisey mounted in the court-yard. 

Caleb had, with much toil» opened the 
double doors of the outward gate, and 
thereat stationed himself, endeavouringt 
by the reverential, and, at the same time, 
consequential air which he assumedi to 
supply, by h» own gaunt, wasted, and 
thin person, the absence of a whole barob 
mal establishment of porters, warders, and 
liveried mentals. 

The Keeper returned his deep reverence 
with a cordial farewell, stooping at the 
8&me time from his horsci and sliding ikito 
the Butler^s hand the remuneration, which 
in those days was always given by a de^ 
parting guest to the domestics of the ffti^ 
mily where he had been entertained. Lucy 
smiled on the old man with her usual sweet- 
ness, bade him adieu, and deposited her 
guerdon with a grace of action,^ and a 
gei](tlenes3 of accent, whkh could not have 
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failed to have won the faithful retainer's 
hearty but for Thomas the Rhymer, and 
the succed&ful law-suit against his master.. 
As it was, he might have adopted the Ian* 
guage of the Duke, in A9 y^u like it^^ 

^' Thott wouldst have better pleased me with this deed,. 
If thou hodst told me of another father/^^—- 

. RaveBSWood waa at the lady^s bridle 
leio^ encouraging her timidity, ^Q^ guiding 
her hcHBe carefully down the rocky path 
wlriich led to the moor, when, one of the 
servants announced from the rear that Ca- 
leb WM callfing loudly after them, desi* 
ring to speak with his master. Rgvens- 
vood felt il would look singular to negleet 
this summons, although- inwardly cursing 
Ca^b for his impertinent ofiiciouahess }. 
tber^re be was <:ompelled to relinquiah* 
to Mr Lockhard the agreeable duty ins 
ii^hich he was enga^d, and to ride back to^ 
the gate of the court-yard. Here he was- 
beginning, somewhat peevishly, to ask Qu 
leb the cauae of his clamour, when the good 
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old man exclaimed^ << Whisht, sir ! whisht, 
and let me speak just ae word that I could* 
na say afore folk — there" — (putting into 
bis lord's hand the money he had just 
received)— «• there's three gowd pieces—- 
and ye'U want siller up-bye yonder— ^but 
stay, whisht now !" — for the Master was 
beginning to exclaim agakisl (his transfer^ 
ence — •* never say a ward, but just see to 
get them changed in the first town ye ride 
through, for they are bran new frae the 
mint, and kenspeckle a wee bit." 

** You forget, Caleb,'* said his master, 
striving to force back the money on his 
servant, and extricate the bridle from his 
hold—" You forget that I have some gold 
pieces left of my own. Keep these to your- 
self, my old friend ; and, once more, good 
day to you. I assure you I have pfenty. 
'You know you have managed that our living 
should cost us little or nothing." 

" Aweel,'* said Caleb, «* these will serve 
for you another time; but see ye faae 
aneugh, for, doiibtless, for the credit of 
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the family, there maun be some civility to 
the servants, and ye maun hae something 
itp mak a show with when they say. Mas- 
ter, will you bet a brotad piece ? Then ye 
maun tak out your purse, and say, I carena 
if I do ; and tak care no to agree on the 
articles of the wager, and just put up your 

purse again, and" 

. **^ This is intolerable, Calel>— I really 
■mugt be gone.** 

" i^nd you will go, then ?" said Caleb, 
loosening his hold upon the Master's cloak, 
fund changing his didactics into a pathetic 
0&d.mouraful tone-^-*' And you wiS go, 
Ibr a' 1 have told you about the prophecy, 
and the dead bride, and the Kelpie's quick- 
sand r^-F^Aweel I a wilful man maun hae his 
Way'^^he that witl to Cupar maun to Cupar. 
But pity of your life, sir, if ye be fowling 
or shooting in the Park*— beware of drink- 
ing at the Mermaiden's well: .He's gane ! 
he's do^vn the path, arrow-flight after her !— 
The head is 83 clean ta'en aff the Ravens- 
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wood family this day, as I wad chap the 
head aff a sybo !" 

- The old Butler looked long after his 
master, often clearing away the dew as it 
rose to hiseyes, that he might, as long as 
possible, distinguish his stately form from 
thOBe of the other horsemen. *« Close to 
her bridle-rein-«ay, cldse to her bridle- 
tein ! — ' Wisely -saith the holy man»^ By 
this alto you may know that woman hath 
dominion over all men ;'~-and without this 
lass would not our ruin have been altoge- 
ther fulfilled/' 

With an heart fraught with such, sad au- 
guries did Caleb return to his necessary 
duties at WolPs Crag, so soon as he could 
no longer distinguish the object of his 
anxiety among the groupe of riders, which 
diminished in the distance. 

In the mean time the party pursued their 
route joyfully. Having once taken his re- 
solution, the Master of Ravenswood was 
not of a character to hesitate or pause upon 

D 2 
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it He abandoned himself to the pleasure 
he felt m Miss Ashton's companyi and dis- 
played an assiduous gallantry, which ap- 
proached as nearly to gaiety as the temper 
of his mind and state of his §amiiy permit- 
ted. The Lord Keeper was much' struck 
with hiti depth of observation^ and the an» 
usual improvement which, he had derived 
from his^ studies. Of these accomplish- 
ments Sir William Ashton's profession and^ 
habita of society rendered him an excellent 
judge ; and hewell knew how to appreciate 
a quality to which he himself was a total 
stranger,, the brief and decided dauntless- 
nessof the Master of Ravenswood's disposi* 
tion» who seemed equally a stranger to doubt 
and to fean In his heart the Lord Keeper 
rejoiced at having conciliated an adversary 
so formidable, wbile^^ with » mixture of 
pleasure and anxiety, he anticipated the 
great things his young companion might 
achieve, were the breath of court-favour to 
fill his sailSi^ 
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" What could die desire/' he thought, 
his mind always conjuring up opposition 
iQ the person of Lady Ashton to his now 
prevailing wish—** What could a womaQ 
desire in » match,, more than the sopiting 
ef a YeiT^ dangerous claiin, and the alliance 
of ar son-^in-law, noble^ brave, well-gifted, 
and highlp.cDDnected*~sure to float when- 
ever the tide sets his way — strong, exactly 
where we are weak, in pedigreie and in the 
teo^per of a swordsman ? — Sure no reason* 
able woman would hesitate— -But, alas l'"-^ 
Here his ai^ument was stopped by the con- 
sciousness that Lady Ashton^ was not al* 
ways reasonable, in his seii$e of the word. 
*♦ To prefer some ' clownish Mefse laird to 
the gallant- young nabieraan, and to the 
secure possession of RavenswOod upon 
terms of easy compromise— it would be 
the act of a madwoman 1^' 

Thus^ pondered the veteran politician^ 
ttatii they reached BittJebrains House^ 
where it had been previously settled they 
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were to dine and repose themsekea, and 
proseciite their journey in the aflernoon*^ 

They were received with an excess of 
hospitality f and the most markeki attention 
was offered to^ the Master of Rarenswood, 
-m particular, by their noble entertainers. 
The truth was, that Lord Kttlebrains had 
obtained his peerage by a goidd deal c^ 
pkusibilityy an^ art of building up a characv 
ter for wisdom upon a very trite style of 
<;ommon*plaee elbquencei a steady obser- 
•^vation of the changes of the times, and 
the power of rendering certain political 
services to those who could best reward 
them. His hdy and be not feding quite 
easy under their new honours, to which 
use bad not adapted their feelings^ were 
very desirous to procure the fraternal 
countenance- of those who were bom de» 
nizens of the regions into which they bad 
been exalted from a lower sphere. The 
extreme attentions which they paid to the 
Master of Ravenswood^ had its usual effept 
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in exalting his importance in the eyes of 
the Lord Keeper, who, although he had 
a reasonable degree of contempt for Lord 
Bittlebratns^ general parts, entertained a 
hix'h opinion of the acuteness of bis judg- 
ment in matters of self-interest. 

^< I wish Lady Ashton had seen this,** 
was his internal reflection ; <* no man 
knows so well as Bittlebrains on which 
side bis bread is buttered ; and he fawns 
on the Master like a beggar's messan on a 
cook. And my lady, too, bringing forward 
her beetle-browed misses to skirl and play 
upon the virginals, as if she said, pick and 
chuse. They; are no more comparable to 
Lucy than an owl is to a cygnet, atid so 
they may carry their black brows to a 
fSirther market." 

The entertainment being ended^ our tra- 
vellers, who had still to measure the long- 
est part of their journey, resumed their 
h(»^s ; and after the Lord Keeper, the 
Master, and the domestics, had drunk doch^ 
an-ihrrock, or the stirrup-cup, in the 11. 

2 
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quors adapted to* their various ranks> the^ 
cavalcade resuaied its. progress. 

It was dark by the tioie tliey entered- 
ihe avenue of* Ravensv^ood Cattle, a longL 
straight line leading directly to the front 
of the house, flanked with hugeelm*treev 
which sighed to the nightwind^.as-if they 
compaasionated the heir of their ancient* 
proprietors, who now returned to, thei&. 
trades in the society, and almost in the re- 
tinue, of therr new master. Some feelings* 
of the same kind oppressed the mind of 
the Master himself^ He gradually became 
silent, and dropped a^ little behind the 
lady, at whose bridle-rein ite^had hitherto* 
waited with such devotion. He well re* 
collected the period, when, at the same- 
hour in the evening, he had accompanied 
his father, as that nobleman h&i, nev<er again 
to return to it, tiie mansion from which/ 
be derived his name and, title. The ex- 
tensive front of the old castle,, on which* 
he remembered having often looked back». 
was then *j as black, as mourning weed.' 
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The same frcmt now glanced with many 
l^htSy some throwing far forward into the 
Bight a fixed and stationary lolaze, and 
others hurrying from one windo-w to ano* 
ther, intimating the bustle and busy pre<- 
paration preceding their arrival which had 
been intimated by an a van t- courier. Tlie 
contrast pressed so strongly upon the Mafih 
ter'a heart, as to awaken some ot the sterner 
feelings with which he had been acais- 
tomed to r^ard the new lord of his pater* 
nal domain, and to impress his counte- 
nance with an air of severe gravity, when, 
alighted fionfi his horse^ he stood in the 
hall no longer hia own> surrounded by the 
numerous menials of its present owner. 

The Lord Keeper, when about to wel- 
come him: with the cordiality which their 
late intercourse seemed to render proper, 
became aware of the change,, refrained 
firom his purpose^ and only intimated the 
ceremony of reception by a deep reverence 
to his guest,, seeming thus delicately to 
share the feelings which predominated on 
his brow. 
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Two Upper domestics^ bearing each a 
huge pair of silver candlesticks, now mar- 
shalled the company into a large saloon 
or with-drawing rootn, where new altera- 
tions impressed upon Ravenswood the su- 
perior wealth of ' the present inhabitants 
of the castle. The mouldering tapestry, 
which, in his father's time, had half co- 
vered the walls of this stately apartment, 
and half streamed from them in tatters, 
had given place to a complete finishing 
of wainscot, the cornice of which, as well 
as the frames of the various compart- 
ments, were ornamented with festoons of 
flowers and with birds, which, though car- 
ved in oak, seemed, such was the art of 
the chisel, actually to swell their throats, 
and flutter their wings. Several old fami- 
ly portraits of armed heroes of the house 
of Ravenswood, together with a suit or 
two of old armour, and some military wea- 
pons, had given place to those of King 
Wiiliam and Queen Mary, of Sir Thomas 
Hope and Lord Stair, two distinguished 
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Scottish lawyers. The pictares of the 
Xiord Keeper's father and mother were also 
to be seen ; ^be latter, souf^ shrewish, and 
solemn, in her black hood and close pin* 
ners, with a book of devotion in her hand ; 
the former, exhibiting beneath a black silk 
Geneva cowl, or sculLcap, which sate as 
close to the head as if it had been sbavent ' 
a pinched, peevish, puritanical set of fea* 
tures, terminating in a hungry, reddish» 
peaked beard, forming on the whole a 
countenance, in the expression of which 
the hypocrite seemed to contend with the 
miser and the knave. And it is to make 
room for such as these, thought Ravens- 
wood^ that my ancestors have t^en torn 
from the walls which they erected. He look-^ 
ed at them again, and» as he looked, the re« 
collection of Lucy Ash ton (for she had not 
entered the apartment with them) seemed 
less lively in his imagination. There were 
also two or three Dutch drolleries, as the 
pictures of Ostade and Teniers were then 
termed, withone good painting (^ the Italian 
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School. There was, besides, a noble ifull- 
length- of the Lord Keeper in his robes of 
officCj placed beside his lady in feiWe and er- 
mine, a haughty beaiity, bearing in her looks 
all the pride of the- House of Douglas, from 
whidi she was descended. The painter, 
notwithstanding his skill, overcome by the 
reality, or, perhaps^ from' a suppressed 
sense of humour, had not been able to* 
give the husband on the canvass that air 
of awful rule and right supremacy, whiok- 
indicates the fttli possession of domestic 
authority. It was obvious, at the first 
glance, that,, despite mace and gold fi'ogsi' 
the Lord Keeper was somewhat hen-peck<^ 
ed; The floor of this fine saloofi was laid 
with rich carpets, huge fires blazed in the 
double chimnies, and ten silver seonces re^ 
fleeting, with their bright plates, the lights' 
which they supported, made the whole 
seem as brilliant as day. 

" Would you chuse any refreshment. 
Master ?' said Sir William Ashton, not' 
unwilling to break the awkward silence. 
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* He i^ceived no answer, - the Master be^ 
tog so busily engaged in marking the van- 
ov^' changes which had. taken <place in the 
apartment, that he hardly heard the Lord 
Keeper addreiss hioL A repetition of tbe 
o&r of refreshment,, with the additioxh 
that the family; meal would be presently 
jready^ compeHed his aiafcentioa, and re- 
jninded himi. ibstt he acted a we^k, peii» 
baps even a ffidicnlons part, in sofibiing 
himself to be overqo^e by the circumv 
stances in whidi he fbmid hitnaelf. He 
eompeiled himself^ tberefbre^ to enter into 
conversation with ^ir William Ash ton, with 
as much appearance of indiffierence^ as^ he 
couJd well command.. 

*♦ You will not be surprised, Sir William^ 
that I am interested in the changes you 
have made for the better in this apartment. 
In my father's time, after our misfortunes 
compellied him to live in retirement, it was 
little used, except by: me as a play^toom, 
when the weather would not permit me to* 
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go abroad. In that recess was iny little 
work- shop, where I treasured the few car- 
penter's tools which o}d Caleb procured 
for me, and taught me how to use— there, 
ia yonder corner, ^under that handsome 
silver sconce, I kept my itshing-rods, and 
hunting poles; bows, and arrow^**" 

*^ I have a young birkie»'* said the Loid 
Keeper, willing to change the tone of the 
ponversaticm» ** of much the tame turn*— • 
He is nev» happy, save when he is in 
the field-^I wonder he is not here^-^Here^ * 
Lockhard -- send WiHiam Shaw for Mr 
Henry-— I suppose he is, as usual, tied to 
Lucy's apron- string— that foolish girl. Mas- 
ter, draws the whole family after her at 
feer pleasure/' 

Even this allunon to his daughter, 
though artfully thrown out, did not recal 
Ravenswood from his own topic. 

^ We were obliged to leave," he said, 
<^ some armour and portraits in this apart^ 
meat«^may I ask where they have been 
removed t^ ?" 
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«* Why,*' answered the Keeper^ with 
aon^e h^i^itation^ ^< the room W4s filled up 
in our absence — and cedant atvm tega^ if 
the maxim of lawyers you know—-! am 
afraid it has been here somewhat too Ut 
terally complied with. I hope-r-I .believe 
they are safe — I am sure I gave orders-^ 
may I hope that when they are recovered 
and put in proper order, you will do m^ 
the honour to accept them at my hand, as 
an atonement for their accidental derange- 
ment r 

The Master of Rayenswood bowed stifly, 
and, with folded arms, again resumed hia 
survey of the room. 

Henry, a spoilt boy of fifteen^ burst 
into the room, and ran up to his father* 
<* Think of Lucy, papa ; she has come 
home so cross and so fractious, that she will 
not go down to the stable to see my new 
pooey^ that Bub Wilson brought from the 
Mull of G^Uoway." 

<< I think you were very unreasonable te 
ask her/' said the Keeper. 
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« Then you are as cross as slie is," an- 
ivcred the boy ; ••and when mamma comes 
home shell claw up both your mittens." 

*« Hush your impertinence, you little 
forward imp,** said his fafther ; ** where is 
your tutor ?^ 

•* Gone to a wedding at Dunbar — I hope 
hell get a haggis to his dinner;** and he 
began to sing the old Scottish song, 

'^ There was a haggis in Dunbar, 

Fal de ral, &c. 
Mony better and few waur, 

Fal de ral/' &c. 

" I am much obliged to Mr Cordcry 
£br his afCtentions," said the Lord Keeper ; 
** and pray who has had* charge of yoH 
^iie I was away, Mr Henry ?" 

" Norman and Bob Wilson— ^forbye my 
own selt»" 

** A groom and a game-keeper^ and 
your own silly self — proper guardians for 
a young adrocate !— Why, you .will never 
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know. any statutes but those against shoots 
in^ reU deer, kiiiing salmoiii and " 

«< And speaking of red^gaoife/' said tliQ 
young scape-grace, interrupting his father 
without scruple or hesitation, <^ Normaa 
has shot a buck, and I shewed the branches 
to i^uey, and she says they have but eight 
tynes, and she says that yOQ killed a deer 
with Lord Bittlebrains' hounds, when you 
were west away, and do you know she says 
it had ten tynes— is it true ?"- 

*« It may have had twenty, Henry, fop 
vfhBt I know ; but if you go to that gen. 
tleman he can tell you all about it — Go 
speak to lum, Uenry — it is the Master of 
Raveoswopd^" 

While they conversed thus, the father 
and son were standing by the fire ; and the 
Master having walked towards the upper 
end pf the apartment, stood with his back 
towards then;,, apparently engaged in exa- 
nuQiOg one of the paintings, llie boy ran 
up to hioi, and pullea hitn by the skirt 
oi the coat with the freedo'H of a spoilt 
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ehiMy saying, ^ I say^ sif— -if you please 

to tell mtT but when the Master turn* 

ed round, and Henry saw his face, he be- 
came suddenly and totally di«concerted-— ^ 
walked two or three steps backward, and 
Still gazed on the Master with an vr of 
fear and wonder, which had totally ba* 
nished from his features their usual ex- 
pression of pert vivacity. 

" Come to me, young gentleman," said 
the Master, " and I will tell you all I 
know about the hunt." 

^* Go to the gentleman, Henry," said his 
father, ♦« you are not used to be so shy.* 

But neither invitation nor exhortation 
had any effect on the boy. On the con- 
trary, he turned round as soon as he had 
<!ompleted his survey of the Master, and 
walking as cautiously as if he had been 
treading upon egg% he glided back to his 
father, and pressed as close to him as pos- 
S]bte« Ravenswood, to avoid hearing 'the 
dispute betwixt the father and the ovc^r* 
indulged buy, thought it most polHe to 
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turn hk face ofice more towards the pic^ 
tureSy and pay no attentiaii to what tbey 



«• Why do you wt speak to the Master* 
you little fool ?^ said the Lord Keeper. 

<< I am afraid/' said Henry, in a very low 
tone* 

<< Afraid, you goose !'' said his fiither) 
giving him a slight shake by the collar. 
<^ What' makes you afraid P* 

^ What makes him so like tlie picture 
of Sir Malise Ravenswood, then /^ said die 
boy, whispering. 

<< What picture,' you natural?" said his 
father. ^* I used to think you only a scape- 
grace, but I believe you w3l turn out a 
born idiot" 

<< I tell you it is the picture of old Ma- 
lise of Ravenswood, and he is as like ii as 
if he had loupen oiit of the canvas ; and it 
is up in the old Baron's hall that the maids 
launder the clothes in, and it has armour 
and. not a coat like the gentleman, and he 
has not a beud and whiskers like .the pic* 

VOL. lU 'IR 



titr^t land It lias toother l^md iif tbii^ 
iklMHit tbe tbrofitaiid no iNind-<ittiiigs as he 

has, and" 

. ^* And vhy sjbcmld noit the gentleman be 
like \m ^iicMtor, ytii silly b^y ?" said ishe 
JEiflird iCefsper* 

<< Ay ; but if he is come to chuse us aH 
fmt lotf tiNe ^atle,'' itid the boy, ^< ^d has 
tiwiiisty finen 4it bil back in diigiwe^-^and is 
come to say, with i^ iMiJlaw voit^ I bide my 
#liiiiew4M4 is i^ lull yau oft ibe ^hearth as 
jM^&e ;did Ite Qtfaer mmi^ end wbose Mood 
is still to be seen !" 

«< Bbsh j mamsmm 1" md the Lourd Keep- 
^» fift himi^lf iimcb ^iMsjed to hear ifeese 
dimfr^oeable ft»tm^mi&^ fforo^d lOft bia ao- 
tice. *' Master, here comes Lwlihasd to 
jsay ditener i$ flepwd*"' 

And, ai tbe «faQ(ie i octant, Lucy entemd 
dt aiwther dooFt having vcb^aged t^ir dreas 
2^itioe her f^tnrn The es^quisitfe C^mtnine 
j^uty of her countenanoe, iu^w shaded 
Ptily by « profusion of suniiy tresses ; tlie 
A}llph4jjkeformdiseDcumbeied €lf her heavy 
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riding-sktrtt and mantled in asure silk ; the 
grace ot' her manner and of her smile, 
cleared, with a celerity which surprised the 
Master himself, all the gloomy and unfa- 
vourable thoughts which' had for some time 
over-clouded his fanpy. I^ those features, 
so simply awMt, ^ha coukl trace aotaMiance 
ivith the pindied viai^e of the peak-heard- 
ed black-cappc^ puritan, or his sistr^hed 
withered i|H»ufi^ mth tbe >Qraft iexpmssed 
in the lioni K^eper*^ oenntenanee^ or the 
haughtiness which predommated in th^ of 
his lady ; and, while he gazed on Lucy 

AsMurn, alie immfid to i>e laa angei ile- 
woei^g^ ^m mfl^^ unallied t^ tbe Goarser 
atfttahwv^ingv^hsm «be deig9«d Jta davefl 
for A 9&mm. £u0h is Ibe power lOf beauty 
Of er « yofitiffd v^ lentbustastte fancy. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



I do too in in thi8» 



And niiat nottlimk but tbst a parent's plaiiit 
. WiU move the heavens to pour lorth raiseiy 
Upon the head of disobediency. 
Yet reason tells us, parents are o'erseen. 
When with too strict a rein th^ do bdd ia 
Their chfld's aflktbni and ooBtroul that lov^ 
Which the h^h powers divine inspire them with. 

The Hog hath lost his Peart 

The feast of Ravenswood Castle vds as 
remarkable for its pcofiisioi^t as that o^ 
W<^f' 8 Crag had been for its ifi-vefh^ pet 
aury; Ti^ Lord Keeper might ftel Inter- 
nal prided at the contrast, but he had< tao 
much kict to suffer it to appear. On the 
contrary, he appeared to remember with* 
pleasure what he called Mr Baldejrstont'a 
bachelor's tbeali and to be rather disgusted 
than pleased with the display upon his omt 
groaning board ♦ 



*« We do these things," he said, <• be- 
cause, others do them — but I was bred a 

plain, man at my father's frugal table, and. 
I should ,Uke well would my wife and fa- 
mily .permit me to return to my sowena 
and my^pppr-man-otmutton." 
, This was a little overrstretcbed* The 
Master only answered, ^^ That different 
ranks-^I mean," said he, correcting him- 
self, .f < different decrees of. wealth, require 
a differ^t style of hoAiise-keepiag.'' 

This dry remark pnt a . stop to fiurther 
ponv/^sation on the suj^ject, nor is. it ne*- 
ces^aiy to record th^t which, was subsjtitu* 
%|d ip its. pleK^e. The evening was spent 
with, fip^dom, and even cordiality; an4 
Heivy had. so far avercjcime his first appre^ 
{le^siQns, that he had settled a party for 
'coi^rsing a stag with the representative and 
livintg resemblance of grim Sir Malise of 
Bavenswood, called the .Revengen The 
next mqroii^g was the appmnted time. It 
rose, upon active spprtsipaen and sucfcessjful 
sport* The banquet came in course ; and 



a ftr6i«Hf)g iiWitatioii t6 tarry fi^ Altt>tH«r 
Aiy iHiS given md acccepted. Hds Ka^ 
fetiswdbd had tcadhred diould 4)e tfte Ittt 
of his May ; bdt Yti reebttecfed he btd not 
fet tisfted tfa£ artdeiit' aijd devoted sirfiokt 
of his house, M AHtte, «lid 1% wtB bat kioi 
to dedicate ori6 ttioKilbgf to tbifr gfafifieatlon 
of so antietkt iM adbef 6«t 

To vidt AIic6, thei«f6re^ A Stymbitt- 
vot&i, ai^d Lticy. Wdi« <lfe Master^s goidi^ 
upon the way. tfetity, iV is ttue, acJCOAr* 
panied tfieita, sind took 6t)M their "ftiik the 
ih" of i( ikd-aMii Wgil^, itt r^tft^, it tt^iW 
^tle t\k:, coiisitfeHD'g thti viirsel^ of <5ib 
cuAistances utiii^h ofccOrred to pnsveht (ti^ 
boy ffom givirig tfte least attehtion to wbmt 
fitesed between hk coAApdfiions. 9oir i 
ifbok iSetUed on a brali£h \yithin ^0tr~4«r<M 
a tiare crossed their pkth, and Henry anci 
H^s jgreyhotind went ii^tray in pursuit of ft 
^then he had to hdfd ^ long conversatScnk 
\dth th6 ibre^eif, vrlrieh d^etaitted^ hhn i. 
WhUe b^hihd - hid coi&pttnionS''^na d^dtk 
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be wettt to exaoMie ^ etrtli of a bidgen 
wliieh cttrried hki^ m a good way bifera ^ 
them. 

Ttia cottveniatioA betwist the M^ter 

Mid bk sisten meMfwMIe^ tool^ an i oteMut* 

ifi^, a&4 abnoat a coafidMftiat turn. She 

could QOfe bttp ttieafiibaiog h^t sense of the 

p»to he most feel ia visttiiig sceaes ao well 

k»o#ti to hit»» bearii^ tMw $m aqpeet so 

diSlfeveiifc $ a»d sogcffidy waa her ayoipatbj 

exptessed^ tfairt Raven^wood fdt ife iof a 

mcaietit^g a ibll reqattal of all hia nm&aEU 

tttaea Some aucdt sentamrat escaped him» 

wbieh Lucy heafd widi ipweof coafosion 

tbas diapleasuee ; and she xaay be Iciigsf en 

the imprudence of hstemdi^ to^ soeh km* 

guage^ coiuwfeiiag that tke sUaatioii' in 

which she was placed fay her Either aeeoied 

to authorise Raveoswood to use it.. Yet 

Ae made an effort to torn the ooaversa# 

tio09 and she succeeded ; for the Master 

also had advaaced ikrther thaa he bttend- 

ady apd Ms eonacieace bad instantly cbeok^ 
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^ hiA \()ihen be fouod^ himsdf oa the v&r^ 
of apeakiog of love to the daughter of Sir 
William Ashton. 

They now approached the hut of old 
Alice, which had of late beect rendered 
more oontfortaUe,' and presented an ap- 
pearance- less picturesque^ periiaps, but far 
neater than before. The old woman was 
on hear accustomed seat beneath the weqp- 
ing birch, basking, with the listless enjoy^ 
ment of age and infirmity, in the beams of 
the autamn sun. At the arrival of her vi- 
sitors she turned her head towards tb^n* 
«« I hear your step. Miss Ashton,'' she 8a^» 
;^^but tfaegaitleman who attends you i^not 
my iord,^ your father.'* . 

*> And why dboiild you think so, Alice P 
saidiLucy ; ^ mr how is it possible for you 
to judge so aacumtely by the sound of a 
•step, OS this £rm earth, and in the open 
air?'*. 

«* My liearing, my child, has been shai^ 
«^ by my bUndness, and I can Mw judge 
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];^cfe^ my ears.as unheeded as they now 
af^toach yours. Nec^s^ity 19 a «tern» . but 
an e^celleat achookqiistresst and she that 
has Ipst her si^ht must c<diect her ipforma- 
tion .from oMier' sQiinrep*'' 

^ Well, yop heur a mtm's ttfip, I gr^int 
it,** said Lucy; " but wjiy, AJ^Cfi, may it 
not be my father's ?". . 

<< The pace of age» my love, is jtimid and 
cautious— rthe foot takes l^^ve of the earth 
dowiy, and, is plaqted down uffon it with 
h^entatiop j. it is. the h^ty and deterqaiped 
a|9p:of ymith thgt I^npw.heftr, audi — could 
I. give credit to so strange a thought--:*! 
should say it was the step of a Ravens* 

wop^.? 

^< Thjisisindeed^'' sfid I^vensvirpod, *' an 
acut^nisss of or^^n which. I, could ^qt hav^e 
oredited , had I not ipritnessedfit^^I am i|i* 
deed the Master ot Ravenswood, Alice^irp* 
, tb<^ 909, of. ypur; eld niaster;'' . . . . . 
, ** You?" mi. t&S old vTQum^ w* MnWit 
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a sereufe diP 8(tfpii8e<»*^ you the llMer -of 
Ravenswood'-^here>4n tbis fdaccii attd diiis 
accc^l^B&ied ?^^I li^diAot bdiev« ib^Jjgt 
me peaA iay old baod dVtt yoAV Am^^ tlMt 
tay touch May beu: ^ritnete to tty Mft." 

The Master sate ddWH bilid^ h«» «ii thfe 
«arthen baj^^ Md {Hfcilfiltied her to tObch 
Mb ^tiU^ %ith l«r tteffibliAg iMiidi 

«« It is indeed !" she said, ** it j* the 9ed. 
ttttes as well as the toice of RaveoMrood — 
the high Miies df ptidt^ «l wdl as the brid 
and haughty tone^-^But iHuet do you hew, 
Master of Aav^nswdod ?*^whal do you in 
your enemy's doobaitt, and ill tdaipiBy 
tvith his chlM i" 

As old Alice spoke, hdr face idbdli6d» fli 
probabty that of an ancient feudal num 
might have done^ in whiMc jHresenbd his 
youthftd Ui^e-Ioid had shewed KMtte syHAf. 
torn of d^«neiiiting frdtti the q^iitt 6f his 
SMieiitonk 

« The Master ttf ItivtHswood/ Mid 
lAtcyt Wh« tiked not thb Hcmm <tf tfab oe. 
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pmstMdomf and m» deuNUft to flhridgft 
i^ ^ is tfian a vuit ti> iiijF fathen" 

<* Ittdeed F* said the old bliad woman^ in 
aif acceat' of s wpriae. 

«< I kfftw/' cootiBued Laey, ^ I diould 
do hitti a pleasiire by cpadaotiag faua to 
yow cottage." 

•< Where^^ to say the truths Alice»'' said 
RavaMwoodt *< I expected, a more cordial 

reeeptkm*'' 

<< It is most ttonderful^*' said the old 
womaut wattaiiog to hevsetf ; ^ but the 
ways of Heaven ate not l&e our ways»a«id 
ita juc^ents are bioiight abottf by meaM 

iiHin,'' she said ; •• your fathers weue impla^ 
caUe» but they were hoaottiaUfe foes; they 
sought not to mto their eoenaiea under the 
maskofhospitaUty* What havfe yoU to do 
w^h Lucy Ashtott ^-^ why abouid your steps 
move in the same footfaJth w^ her^s?^*^ 
vvhy rinmld your voite aouod in Ae same 
Aw^wA mt^ tiniA wSA iSnom of Sir WflUaai 
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AAtod's day^hter ?*-^Yout}g mai^ h^ who 
aims at revenge by di^onours^le meaiia^*— . 

<' Be silenty. woman !" said Ravenswood 
sternly ; " is it the devil tliat pronqpts your 
voice ?^-^Know that this young lady has not 
on earth, a friend, who would veaturefieur* 
ther to save her from injury or from .in- 
suit;* \ 

*^ And is it' even so ?" said the i^ iro* 
man, in an altered but melancholy tone*-*: 
<< thai God help you both !^' . 

** Amen ! Alicey'' said JLuoy, who had 
not comprehended the import of what the 
Mind wptnan Imd hinted, << and send yon 
your senses, Aiice, and y^ur good^mour; 
If you hold this mysterioos language iiW 
stead ^f welcilNmiag your friends, t^y.wiU 
think of you as other people do.'' 

^' And how do othi^ peoj^e think ?'^ 
said Ravens wood, ibr he also b^^antojtbmic 
the old woman spoke . with incofaereneei 

« They think," said Henry Ashton, who 
tame »iip at that, momeat, and .whispered 
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ittto Ravenswood^s ear» <* that she is a 
wkc^ that should have h^en burned with 
them that suffered at HaddiQgtoii.'' 

"What is that you say ?• said Alice, 
tomiog towards the boy, her sigbtjess vu 
Boge iuflaned with passion, «f that 1 am a 
witch, and ought to have suffere4 with, the 
helpless old wretches who w^re murdered 
at Hadflingtqn ?" 

" Hear. to. thdt now," again whispered 
Hefiry, ^* and me whispering lower than a 
wrenv cheeps.'' 

.^Vlf the usurer, and the oppressor, and 
the griodef of thepoor man's face, and the 
mmover of ancient hMpd^marks, and the 
subvuter of ancient hoiisesy were at the 
same stake with me, I coukl say, light Uie 
fire, in God's nsuaae I" 

** This is dreadfol," said Lucy $ ** I have 
never seen the poor deserted woman in this 
state of mind ; but age aiid pov^ty can ill 
bear reproach.— Come, Henry, we will 
leave her for the {>resent—«she wishes 4o 
speak with the Master alone. We will 
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walk homewafd, and rest m,*" nhe added, 
)<>okiiig at Rairenswood, «< by the Mer- 
maiden's Well." 

« And Aliee^" said the boy, •' if you 
know of any hare that comes through 
among the deer, and makes them drop^ 
their calves out of season, you may telf 
her, with my trompliments to eemmandi. 
that if Norman has not got a sOver bullet 
ready for her, TU* lend him one of my 
doublet-buttons im purpose.'* 

Alice made no answer till she was aware 
that they were out of hearing. She then 
said to Ravenswood^ ** And y^u^ too, are 
angry with me for my love i^^l is just thtl 
strangers should be oflbnded, bat you, too,. 
are angry*" 

«< I am not angry, Alice," Aid the Mm- 
ter, ** only surprised that you, whose good 
sense I have heard ro often prdsed, should' 
give way to offemive ahd unfounded sus^« 
cions.^ 

«« Oflbisive ^ said A%ce^<^ Ay, trutli i^ 
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erer oifennve-^buty sorelyf bM imfound* 

^ I teti you, dtttei itiodt gfoundless," 
repUcid RavtMtfweod. 

«* Then the world han ehatiged iti wont, 
and the RnveMiraods their hereditary teoK 
peif and ti>6 eyes of oki Alice's iMder* 
suuidiitg are yet move Und thM those of 
her couDtftnadce. When did a Ravens 
wood atek the hduae o£ hin enetiy, but with 
the poTpose of revei^e ?-*-«nd hither you 
are come, Edgar Ravenswood^ either in 
fttid anger, or in still mote fatal love4'^ 

<« In neither,'* said Ravenawood, << I give 
you mine honour— ^I mean, I asiiiie you.** 

Alice could not see his blushing cheeky 
but she noticed his hesitation, and d^at he 
retntted the pledge which he seemed at 
fifst ditipoded to attach to bit denial. 

«« It is SO) then^'' riw.said, ^«nd Iherew 
ft>re she is to tarry by the Mtonaidenii 
Well ! Often has it been caUed a plaee fi^ 
tal to the mce of Rtfvtnswood^oftea has 
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it preyed ao-^tit never was it Uk^y to ve* 
rify old sayings so much as on this daj«" 

^* Yqu drive me to madQ^ss, Alice/' said 
Ravenswood ; '* you. are mi^re sitly and 
more superstitious than. old Bald|Si;3t€Mie. 
Are you such a wretched Christian aa . to 
Wppose I sbpuld maintain wim* wi^ the 
Ashton fitmily^ . as . ww the sai^uinary cus- 
tom 49 elder timies? iqt do younuppose .me 
90 foolish, that. I cannot walk by a young 
lady's side without plui^ing headlong in 
love, with her ?*• 

" My thoughts^" repHed Alice, '* are my 
own i and if my mortal sight is clcMied to 
objects present with me» it may be I^can 
look with more steadiness into future eventSt 
Are you prepared to. sit lowest at the board 
whioh wa9 once your &ther's q^i^» iwwjJl- 
lingly^as a connection and ally of his proud 
jSUCQessor ?-^Are you ready to Jive pn his 
boup|y<-rta: foUQw ^im in^the by e-path|i^ ^pf 
intrigue and chicane, which none/canb^t* 
ter poi&t ofit to you— ^to gpm ^he bonfa^ 
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of his prey when he has devoured the 8ab« 
stance ? — Can you say as Sir William Aah* 
ton says— -think as be thinks — vote as h^, 
votes, and call your father's murderer your 
worshipful father-in-law and revered pa*, 
tron ? — Ravenswoodt I am the eldest ser* 
vant of your house, and I would rather see. 
you shrouded and coffined." 

The tumult in Ravepswood's mind was 
uncommonly great; she struck upon and 
awakened a chord which he had for some 
time successfully silenced. He strode back- 
wards and forwards through the little gar- 
den with a hasty pace; apdat length; 
checking himself, and stopping right op« 
posite to Alice, he exclaimed, *^ Woman ! 
on the verge of the grave, dare you urge 
the son of your master to blood and to re- 
venge?'' 

«< Ood forbid!'' said Alice solemnly ^i 
«* and therefore I wou^d have you depart 
these fatal bounds, where your lov^** a9 
well as your hatred, threatens sure mis* 
chiefs or at least disgrace; both to younielf 
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ftfid Others. I wouM shieM^ were it in the 
power of this withered batid, the Ashtons 
ftom you and yoff finsm them, and hoth 
ftcmt their own- pttsdidns. You can have 
nothing«-^H>tigbt to have nothing, in com- 
mon with theffi-^Begone from among^ them i 
and if GrOd has destined' vengeance on the 
oppressor's house, do not you be the instru- 
ment*" 

^ I will think on what yoa have said» 
Alice," said Itavedswood more composed^ 
]y. << I believe you mean truly and faiths 
fully by me, but you irrge the freedom of 
an ancient domesftic somewhat too far. 
But farewell ; and if Heaven aflbrd me 
better meatis^ I will n6t fail to Ci^ntribute 
to your comfort^"* 

' He attempted to put a piece of g(M into 
her hand, which she refused to receive; 
and, in the slight struggle attending his 
wirfi to force it upon her, it dropped to 
the *arth. 

* << Let it remain an instant on t^ ground,** 
si^d AUcie> as tht Master stooped t<> raise 
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it I *^ ibd- bdmem^ that piece of gold i» 
in «ntblrai of her iith^m jroo Ibve ;; «be ii 
10 {ireeioasy I gc^rxU but ]ft>u most stoop 
even to abotement before you can wki hen 
For me, I have as little to do with gold as 
with mrdiiy panioDs^ and iSbt best news 
tiuit the wofM has in stiire fot me is^ that 
£(^ar Ravehswood is to hundred mties dnh 
taak ff dm the seat of his ancestors, Irith this 
determination never agaiin to review it.*^ 

^ Alice," said the Master, who bq;an td 
tliiiik this earnestness had iome more secret 
cause than arose from any thing that the 
blind .womaik eo^Id have gathered fikHa this 
dasoal visit, <* I have heard you praised by 
asy mother for yoUr etease, a^ciiteness, and 
fidelity } you ate no fool to stjirt at sha* 
dodss, Or to di'ead cid Superstitious saM^Sy 
Mfce Caleb Balderstone i tell me distinctly 
^here my danget lies, if you are aware of 
any which is tending towards ^me. If I 
know mysilf, I- am free from all such viewl 
respecting Miss Ashtcm asf you impiite to 
me. i have wkoenaay bitfinbts ti^^ sett^tt 
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with Sir WUiiam-^that arnfiged» I shall 
depart ; and with as iittie |W]fih» as youioaj 
easily bettevei to return to a iplace fuU of. 
melancholy subjects of reflectioo» as you 
have to see me hen J* i 

Alice bent her sightless eyes on the 
ground) and ^as for a moment plunged in 
deep meditation. ^* I will speak the tmtb»* 
she said) at length raising up her head—* 
<^ I will tell you the source of my oppie-^ 
hensionS) whether my candour be for good 
or evil— Lucy Ashton loves you,' Lord cf 
RavenswoodT- 

<^ It is impos«bie,'' said the Master. 

<^ A thousand circumstances^have proired^ 
it to me. Her thoughts haye tutted on no 
one else since yim saved her from deaAj 
and that my experienced judgment has won 
from her own ccmversation* Having told 
you thfs^^if you are indeed a gentleman and 
y ourfather's son— you will make it a motive 
for flying from her presence. . Her {lassioD 
will die like a lamp, for want of that the 
flalme should feed upon^ but, if you re^ 



main here, her destruction, or yoiirs, or 
that of both, will be the inevitaUe ccmse^ 
qaence of her misplaced attachment. I 
tell yoa this secret unwillingly, but it could 
not have been hid long from your own ob- 
servation ; and it is better you learn it from 
mine. Depart, Master of Ravenswood*— 
you have my secret* If you remain an 
boor under Sir William Ashton's roof with- 
out tlie resolution to marry his daughter, 
yoa are a villain— 4f with the purpose of 
aitying yo^ttmlf with hi», you are an infa- 
tuated and predestined fooL** 

So w^i^l the old blind wonuui arose, 
assumed her staff, and, tottering to her hut, 
entered it and closed the door, leavings Ba«> 
venswood ttf his owti' refleetlonB* 
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CHAPTER VIi: 






tJinn Nv«d by the Bide 
Of Grecian brook— or Lady of the Mere 
Lone sitting by the shores of old romance; 

of a very mixed jcom|rfe:u0P» He ww J^iis- 
self at Miee in ithe very (UlecnaM wMiofe h^ 
}iad for £K>iB0 time feit appop^imi be 
nAglA be jplacsd w. Hie pAea^Wd Imb fsit 
in Lucy's cttni|my had aiKked appvoaphed 
to fasetnation, yet it had never altoge^er 
surmounted his internal reluctance to wed 
with the daughter of his fatlier's foe ; and 
even in forgiving Sir William Ashton the 
injuries which his house had received, and 
giving him credit for the kind intentions 
he professed to entertain, he could not 
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\»mg hinni^lf to oontenpbte as (^oatible 

an aUiftBce betwixt tliek bowies. Still he 

felt that Alice iqpote fcroth, And that his 

hoBoar .now fe^uiced he riiould take an 

Instant \wm of BavfQSMFOod Cattle, or be- 

oome a ankor ^f h^cj A$hton« The pos* 

mbilky tof b«iDg r qfoetod, toot, should he 

tnajce sdManees to her wfia!lliy and power- 

ful fathw^^to aoe for tiit hw^d of an Ash- 

t^o 0xid he refused^Mihts yrere a eonsum- 

mation Mio iMgwyfM. ^ I sridi b^r mcW^* 

be sttd «o btmselfy ^ stvid ftir Ji^ sake I 

forgive the injuries iim faitJiier has 4one to 

»3r hottie ; hut I i/f^ »evei^*-«tto» never 

fW 4ier inoFe !" 

Witb one Ibittor fHWg he Adoptid tkki 
resi^tmOf just as be e^me ta whei^e two 
pttkbs pai^d ( ihe <o»e to the Mermaiden^ 
FouBtaint whei^e beikaeMr Lucy waited Jmb 
rthe other teaming to the ^^astle by another 
•jsiid more ciittuitous road. * He pam^d w 
instant when about to take the latter pati^t 
>tfatnkiQg what apology he should make for 
oonduct which must needs seem emi^r^ 
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dinary, and had jadt muttered to himself 
«« Sudden ncwi from Edinburglt'i-^injr pre- 
text will serve — only let me dally no loifger 
here,'' 'when young Heniy came flying up 
to him, half out of breath — « Master, Mas- 
ter — ^you must give Lucy your arm back to 
the castle, for I cannot give her mine ; for 
Norman is waiting for me, and I am to go 
wiih him to n^ake his ring-walk, and I would 
not stay away for a gold Jacobus, and Lacy 
is i^aid to walk home alone, though all 
the wild nowt have been shot, aAd so you 
• ED ust come away directly.'* 

Betwixt two scales equally loaded^ a fea- 
ther's weight will turn the scale* "^'It is 
iinpossible for me to leave the young 1 dy 
in the wood alone,'' ssud Raveoswoocl- 
:^< to see her once more can be of httle 
consequence, after the frequent meetings 
We have had-— I ought too, in courtly, to 
appri2se her of my intention to qidt the 
castle." 

And having thus satisfied himself timt 
he was taking not only a wise, hvstuk ab- 
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mdately necessary st^p, lie took the patk 
to the fatal fountain. Henry no sooner 
sav him on the way to join his sister, than 
he was off like ligbtniag in another direp- 
taon^ to eigoy the society of the forester 
jn their congenial pursuits, Ravenswoody 
sot alkwii^ himself to give a second 
thoL^t to the propriety of his own xxm- 
duet» walked with a quick step towards 
the streamy where he found Lucy seated 
alone by the ruin. 

She sale upon one of the dii^ointed 
stones of the ancient fountain. an4 seem^ 
ed to watch thet progress of its cttrrent» as 
it btibfokd ibrth to day*light, in gay and 
sparkling profuskKi, from under the shadow 
of the ribbed and darksome vault with 
which veneration^ or perhaps remorse, had 
<^ik>pted its source. To a ^superstitious 
^e, Lucy Ashton, folded in her plaiden 
oiantky with her long hair, escaping part- 
ly from the snood and falling upon her 
silver* nc^ek, might have suggested the idea 
of the murdered Nymph of the Fountaip. 

VOL. II, F 
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* 

But Ravenswood only saw a female exqui« 
sitely beautiful) and rendered yet mote so 
in his eyes — how could it be otherwise — 
by the consciousness that she had placed 
her affections on hioii As he gazed on 
her, he felt his fixed resolution melting 
like wax in the sun, and hastened, there- 
fore, from his concealment in the neigh- 
bouring thicket. She saluted him, but did 
not jsrise from the stone on which she was 
seated. 

** My mad-cap brother," she said, " Jias 
left me, but I expect him back in a few 
minutes — for fortunately, as every thing, 
at least any thing, pleases him for a mi- 
nute, nothing has charms -for him much 
longer/' 

Ravenswood did not ^eel the power of 
informing Lucy that her brother medita- 
ted a distant excurdon, and would not re- 
turn in haste. He sate himself down on 
the grass, at some little distance from Miss 
Ashton, and both were silent for a short 
space* 

11 
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*« I like this spot,*^ said Lucy at lengthy 
u if she had found the silence embarrass- 
ing ; *• the bubbling murmur of the clear 
fountain^ the waving of the trees, the pro- 
fusion of grass and wild- flowers, that rise 
among the ruins, make it like a scene in 
romance. I think, too, I have heard it is 
a i^ot connected with the legendary lore 
which I love so well,'* 

*• It has been thought,*' answered Ra- 
venswood, ^* a fatal spot to our family, and 
I have some reason to term it so, for it 
was here I first saw Miss Ashton — and it 
is here I must take my leave of her for 
ever. ' 

- The blood, which the first part of this 
speech called into Lucy's cheeks, was 
speedily expelled by its conclusion. 

** To take leave of us. Master !" she ex- 
claimed ; " what can have happened to 
hurry you away ? — I know Alice hates — I 
mean dislikes my father— -and I hardly un- 
derstood her humour to-day, it was so 
mysterious. But I am certain my father is 
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sincerely grateful for the high service yon 
rendered us. Let me hope tb^t havii^ 
won your friendship hardly, we shall not 
4ose it lightly*'* 

«« Lose tt> Miss Ashton ? — ^No — ^wherever 
my fortune calls me-^whatever she inflicta 
upon me — it is your frknd-^your sincere 
friend, who acts or suffers* But there is a 
fate on me, and I must go, or I shall add 
the ruin of others to my own.** 

** Yet do not go from us, Marter,^' said 
Lucy ; and she laid her hand, in aU simpli^ 
city and kindness, upon the skirt of his 
cloak, as if to detain him-^^* You shall not 
part from us-^My father is powerful t be 
has friends that are more so than himself— 
^o not go till you see what his gratitude 
will do for you. Believe kne, he is alk-eady 
labouring in your behalf with tht Coiincil." 

*^ It may be so,'' said the Master, proud^ 
ly • « yet it is uot to your father, Miss 
Ashton, but to my own exertions, that I 
ought to owe success in the career on 
which I am about to €nter. My prepara- 
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tloBs are already made — a sword and a 
cloak, and a bold hear( and a determined 
hand." 

Lucy covered her &ce with her hands^. 
and the tears^ in spite of her, forced their 
way between her fingers. " Forgive me,** 
said Bavenswood, taking her right hand, 
which, after slight resistance, she yielded 
to him, still continuing to shade her face 
with the lefW" I am too rude— too rough 
— too intractable to deal with any being 
so sofl and gentle as you are. Forget that 
so> stem a vision has crossed your path of 
life^^and let me pursue mine, sure that I 
can meet with no worse misfortune after 
the moment it divides me from your side." 

Lucy wept on, but her tears were less 
bitter. Each attempt which the Master 
made to explain his purpose of departure, 
only proved a new evidence of his desire 
to stay; until, at length, instead of bid- 
ding her farewell, he gave his faith to her 
for ever, and received her troth in return^ 
The whole passed so suddenly, and arose 



126 . TALES OF MY IiirN&LOM).. 

SO jtauch out of the immediate impulse of 
the moment, that ere the Master of Ra- 
venswood could reflect upon the tooose- 
quences of the step which he had ta^ni 
their lips, as well as their hands, had 
pledged the sincei:Ity of their affection^ 

•* And now," he said, after a moment's 
ccmsideration, << it is fit I should speak to 
Sir William Ashton — he, must know of our 
engagement. Ravenawood must not ^seem 
to^ dwell under his roof, to solicit clandes- 
tinely the affections of his dAugbter.'^ 

" You would not speak, to my father on 
the subject," said Lucy, doubtingly ^.and 
then added more warmly, «* O do not— 
do not ! Let your lot in life be deterniined 
— ^your station and purpose ascertained, be- 
fore you address my father j I am sure he 
Joves you-^I think he will conseni— but 
then my. mother" 

She paused, ashamed, to express the 
doubt she felt hqw far her father dared to 
finrm any positive resolution oathis/qnost 
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important subject, without the consent of 
his lady. 

' " Your mother, my Lucy ?" replied Ra- 
venswood : ** she is of the house of Dou« 
glas, a house that has intermarried with 
mine, even when its glory and power were 
at the highest — what could your mother 
object to my alliance ?" 
f " I did not say object/' said Lucy; 
<< bu(! she; is jealous of her rights, and may 
claim a mother's tide to be consulted' in 
the first instance." • . \ 

. *« Be it so,'* replied 'Ravehswood j " Lon . 
don. is distant, but a letter will reach ii 
and receive an' answer within a fortnight-— 
I will not press on the Lord Keeper for an 
instant reply to my proposal." » » 

. ** But," hesitated Lucy, " were it not 
better to wait— ^to wait a few weeks — ^^were 
ipy. mother to see you — 'tO/khow^^you-— I 
am sure, she would approve ; but you are 
unacquainted personally, and the ancient 
feud between the families" n .r n 

Ravenswood fixed upon her his keen' 
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dark eyes^ as if he was descrousi of peMtra- 
ting into her very soul. 

« Liicy," he said^ •* I have sacrificed to 
yoa ptojects of rengeance iong mnBed^ 
and sworn to mtJk cerenumies tittle better 
than heathen-^I sacrificed them to your 
image, ere I khew the worth which it re^ 
presented. In the evening which succeeded 
my pcior fatheff '^ fiinerat, I eut a lock fittm 
my faaify and; srs it consumed in tb^ fire, I 
swore that my rage and revenge should^ 
pursue his enemies, until they shi^^rdkd 
before me like that scdreEked^ap syndiol of 
annihilation." 

^ Jit was a deadly sin/' said Jjocy, turo* 
ing pale, ** to makei a vow so fata).** 

<< I acknowledge it," said Rayeiitlwooiir 
^ and it had been a ^notae crime to keep it 
It was for your sake that I allured ^iBie 

m 

purposes of vengeance, ' though I Boact 
knew that such was the argument by which 
I was conquered, until I saw yoa once 
more, and became conscious of ^e iniuK 
ence yra possessed over me/* 
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«« 'And why do you aow," Mid Lucy, 
^ recall sentiments so terrible— ^sehtimeDti 
80 iiicoasistenl with those yon j^ofess for 
me-«^with those your importunity has pre- 
vailed o& me to acknowledge T 

<^ Because I would impress on you the 
price at which' I have bought your love^ 
the right I have to expect your constancy* 
I ^y not that I have bartered for it the 
honour of my house^ its la»t remaining pos- 
session — but though I say it not, and think 
it not, I cannot conceal from myself that 
the world, may doiioth.'* 

" If such are your sentiments," said 
Lucy, ** you have played n cruel game with 
me. But it is not too late to give it over— 
t9ke back the fakh and troth which you 
coiild not plight to me without suffering 
abfttem^t of honoor-^let what is passed 
be as if it had not been-~forget me— I will 
endeavour to forget myself." 

** You do me injustice,** said the Master 
of Raven^wood ; <' by all I hold true and 
honourable, you do me the extremity of 

F 2 
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injustice ^~ if, I mjgiitioDed the p4ce-at 
i;?hich I have boiigbt your loVie» it is only 
to shew how mui^h I. prizi^ it^ to bind pur 
engagement by a still iSrmer tie, and. to 
shew» by w^at I have done to attain this 
flial^ion in y pur .regjard, how, much I nuist 
su!flfer shpuld you ever ^reak your, faitlu"^ . 
V -if?* And why, ; Ravenswood,"^^ answered 
I^ucyi V should you think that possible £i — 
Why. should you urge me with even the 
mention of infidelity ? — Is it because I aak 
you to delay applying to my father for a 
little space of time ?. Bind me by what 
vows you please ; if vows are unnecessary 
to secure constancy, they may yet prevent 
jsuspicion." , , - 

Kavei^swopd pi^cfd, apologized, and 
even kneeled, to appease her displea6ui:e ; 
and Lucy, as placable as she. was singje* 
hearted, readily forgave the offence which 
his doubts had implied^ The dispute thus 
agitated, however,, ended by the lovers 
going through an emblematic ceremony of 
their troth-plight of which the vulgar still 
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preserve some tracek They broke be- 
twixt them the thin lM*oad^piece of'gcid 
iMrhith Alide had refused to receive from 
Ravetiswood. 

^* And never shall this leave my bosom^ 
sftid Lucy» as she hung the piece of gold 
round her neck, and concealed it with her 
handkerchief, " until you, Edgar* Ravens- 
wood,. ask me to resign it to you— and, 
while I wear it, never shaU that heart ac^ 
knowledge another love than your*s.'' * 

With like protestations, Ravenswood 
placed his portion of the coin opposite to 
his heart; And now, at Iragth, it struck 
them, ' that time had hurried fast on du« 
ring this interview, and their absence at 
the castle woiild -be • subject of r^naik, if 
not of alarm. As they arose to leave tlwa 
foufitain which had. been . witness ' of their 
mutual engagement, an^ arrow- whistled 
tl^Mgh th6 air, and struck a raven perch- 
ed on the sere b^nch of an old oak, neart 
tb^ where they had- been seated. The birdr 
fkittered a few yards, and, dropped at thfe 






t 

I 

foet of I'ttcyi whose di^eaa w rtiuii^d wi^ 
tome ipots of its Uood« 

MisB Ashum wtf much alvm^dt and 
Ravenswood, surprised and angry «c looked 
everywhere for tb0 mtfrksmaOf who had 
given tbeiB a proof of bis edtiUas little eft* 
ptectod as desired* He was noi long df 
diaoov^riog faimselff beiiig no other thaa 
Henry Asbton, who came running \ip vnith 
a cro8s*bow in his hand. 

*< I knew I should startl0 you/' he j»jd 
^ and do you know you looked so busy 
tliat I thought *it would have &llen (aoine 
oil your heads before you were awace^of .ife 
-<^Wbat was the Master si^ng te y»i% 
I^cy ?" 

^< I was t^iQg yoi^r sistcsr wJiata an. idle 
hd you were» keepifig ua waiting hese fisr 
you so loQg*" said fiavenswood^ to .^aam 
Lucy*a confuston. . 

^^ Waiting for me ? Wby^ I ^d you to 
866' Lxicy homey s«^ that I waa to go to. 
ibake the ring-walk wijLh o}d Norqtiafi. m, 
1i^ Hayberry thit^et^ and you tM^, hC' 



sare tliiU; would take a good hour, and we 
have all the dear's marki^ and furnishea 
got, while you. were sitting kere with Lucy 
like a lasgr iooo*" 

^ Weil, weU, Mr Henry/' said Ravens* 
wood } *^ but let us see how you wUl an« 
swer to me for killing the raven. Do you- 
Immw the ravens aM all under the protec» 
tfoo of the I^ords of Ravenswood^ and» to 
kill one in their presenee^ is such bad luek 
t}iat it deserves the stab T 

^ And that's what Norman said," re^kd 
die boy i ^< be came as fer with me as 
withm a ffight-shot of you, and he said he 
never saw a raven sit still so neai^ living 
foUc8» and he wished it might be for good* 
Imk ; &}t the ra^eo is one of the Wildest 
birds ^that fliesp unless it be a tame one--^ 
and so I crept on and on, tiU I wais within 
three score yards of him^ and then whi£^ 
went tbe bok, and there he Ues^ faith! Was 
it not well fiH>t ?-~and> I dare say, I have 
not sIkM; iA a cross^bow-^not ten times^^ 
m*ybe/ 

7 
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«* Admkftbly shot indeed,'* said Ravens^ 
wood ; " and you will be a fibe marksman 
if you practise hard " 

"That's what Norman says," answered 
the boy ; «* but I. am sure it is not my fault 
if I do not practise enough- y for, of free 
will^ I would do little else^ only my father 
and tutor are angry sometimes, and onfy 
Miss Luey there gives herself airs about 
my being busy, for all she can sit^idle by a 
well-side the whole day when she has a' 
handsome young gentleman to prate wi*^ 
I have known her do so twenty times,-ff 
you will believe me.'* 

The boy looked at his sister as h« spofce,* 

and, in the midst of his^ mischievous ehat- 

ter, had the sense to see that he was really 

iniSicting pain upon her, tbdugii without* 

being able to comprehend the cause 6i^tbe 

amount ^ 

' *^Cotne now, Lucy,'' he- said, ^dotft- 

^ greet j and if I have said ariy thing beside 

>' the mark, I'll deny it again— and what does- 

the Master of Ravenswood care if youJvid 
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a kundred sweethearts— so ne'er put fingers 
in your eye. about it^ f 

^ The Master of Ravens wood was» for 
the UKMoenty scarce satisfied with what he 
beard; yet his good sense naturally re* 
garded it as the chatter of a spoiled boy, 
who strove to mortify his sister in the 
ppiQt which seemed most accessible for 
the time. But, although of a temper equal- 
ly slow in receiving impressions, and #ob« 
stinate in retaining them, the prattle of 
Henry served to nourish in his mind some 
vague ; suspicion, that his present engage- 
ment might only end in his being exposed 
like a vanquished enemy in a Roman tfi- 
limph, a captive attendant on the car of a 
victor, who meditated only, the satiating 
his pride at the expense of the vanquished. 
There was, we repeat it, no real ground 
whatever for such an apprehension, hoc 
cou}d he be said seriously to entertain such 
for a moment. - Indeed it was impossible 
tp look at the clear blue eye of Lucy Ashv 
ton, and center taiQ.th^ slightest penpaTj^nt 
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doubt concerning tfce sincerity of her 
position. Still, however, conscious pridA 
and conscious poverty combined to ren- 
der a mind suspicious, which, in more for^ 
tunate circumstances, would' ha v6 becto a 
stranger to that as well as to other mean* 
ness. 

They reached the castle, where Sir Wil- 
liam Ashton, who had been alarmed by 
the length of their stay, met them in th« 
ball. 

•• H^d Lucy,** he said, •« been in any 
other company than that of one who iiad 
diewn he had so complete power of pr^ 
tecting her, he confessed he should have 
been very uneasy, and would have dia* 
patched persons in quest of them. But,' 
In the company of the Master of Ravens- 
wood, he knew bis daughter had nothing 
to dread.'* 

Lucy commenced some apology for theit 
long delay, but, conscience-struck, beeame 
confused as she proceeded ; and when fta* 
venswood, ccHning to her assistance, en- 



deai^used tot it€«ider the eisplaiiatkit com* 
plete and satififa^toryt he only ii^volved 
himself in the saoae . disordeTt tike one 
who^ endedvauring to extric^e bis com-, 
paaioja from . a slough,, entiuigles bimai^ 
in the^saa^ tenacious swaaip^ It cannot 
be supposed that the confusion of the two. 
youthful lovers escjaped the observation of 
the wMy lawyei^ accustomed^ by habit and 
profess|oii| to tra^e human nature through 
all her windings. But it was not his pire-^ 
rent pCiticy to take any notke of what he 
observed. He desired to.hc^d the Matter 
of j^vepiswood bound, but wished that be 
hioaaelf should be free i and it did not oc- 
cur, to him that bis plan might, be defeat- 
ed by Lucy's returning the passion wbkfa 
he bop#d she might ins(Mre* If she should 
adopt some ronoanttc feelings towards Ra- 
venswood, in which circumstances, or the 
positive and absolute opposition of Lady 
Afbton, might redder. it unadvisable to 
imjlulg^ ber^ the Lord Keeper oonmived 
th«y. might be .easily wpemeded and w^ 
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nulled by a journey to Edinburgh, or even 
to London, ^ new set of Brussels lace, and 
tbe soft whispers of half a dozen of lovers, 
anxious to replace him whom it was con- 
venient she should renounde^ This vt^as 
his provision for the worst view of the 
case. But, according to its more probable 
ii^ue, any passing favour she might enter- 
tain for the Master of Ravens wood,, might 
require encouragement rather than repres- 
sion. ' . 
This seemed the more likely, as he had 
that very morning, since their departure 
from the castle, received a letter, the con- 
toits of which he hastened to comma- 
nicate to Raveniswood. A foot-post had> 
arrived with a packet to the Lord Keeper 
from that friend whom we have already 
mentioned, who was labouriiig hard tsu- 
der-hand to conscdidale a band of patriots, 
at tlie head of whom stood Sir William's 
greatest t^ror, the active and ambitious 
Marquis of A— p-— . The success of t^s 
convenient friend had been such, thath^^ 



THE BRIBE OF JLABniBftMOOR. 1S9 

had obtained from Sir William, not indeed 
a directly &voufable answer, bat certainly 
a oibst patient hearing. This he had report- 
ed to his principal^ who bad replied, by the 
aacient French ads^, <^ C^^au qui parle^ 
etjemme qui ecoute, I'un et Vcmtre va se ren^ 
dre'' A statesman who hears you propose 
a change of measures without reply/ was, 
according to the Marquis's opinion, in the 
situation of the fortress wliidi parleys, and 
the lady who listens, and he resolved to 
press the siege of the Lord Keeper. 

The packet, therefore, contamed a let^ 
ter from his friend and ally, and another 
from himself to the Lord Keeper, frankly 
offering an unceiremonious visit. They 
were crossing the , country' to go to ti^ 
•outhward-^the roads, wsre indifferent-* 
jthe accommodation of tt^, inns as execra- 
ble as ppssible-~the liord Keeper had 
.b^en long acquainted intimately tes^ith oiie 
<Qf hi$ correspondents^ and though mora 
slightly known to the Marquis, had yet 
enough of bis Lordship's acquaintance to 



140 TAusa or mt landloriu 

tender tiie visit saiBcientIv natoralt and. to 
shut the mouths of those who might be 
disposed to impute it to a political itu 
trigue. He instantly accepted the offered 
visit, determmed^ however, that he would 
not pledge himself aa inch farther for the 
furtherance of their views than reason (by 
which he meant his own self-interest) 
should pkdnl J point out to him as proper. 
Two circumstances particularly delight* 
ed him ; the presence of Ravenswood, and 
the absence of his own lady« By having 
ti^ former under his roof, he conceived he 
might be able to quash all such hazardous 
and hostile proceedings as he might other* 
wise have been engaged in, under the pa^ 
tronage of the Marquis ; and Lucy, be fore- 
saw, would make, for his immediate pui^ 
pose of delay and procrastination, a much 
better mistress of his family than her mo- 
ther, who would, he was sure, in some 
shape or other, contrive to disconcert his 
political schemes by her proud and impta- 
cable temper. 
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His' anxious solicitations that the Mas- 
ter would stay to receive his kinsman, were 
of course readily complied with^ since the 
eeclaircissement which had taken place at 
the Mermaiden^s Fountain had removed all 
wish for suddeti departure. Lucy and 
Lockhard had^ therefore^ orders to provide 
all things necessary in their tlifiere&t ilepart- 
ments, for receiving the expected guests^ 
with a pomp and display of luxury very 
uncommon in Scotland at that remote pe- 
riods 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

» • 

MaralL Sir, the man of honour's oonie^ 

Newly alighte d 

Overreach. In without reply^ 
And do as I command.—— 
Is the loud music I gave order for 

' Ready to receive him ? 

New Way to Pay Old Debts. 

Sir William Ashton, although a man 
of sense, legal information, and great prac- 
tical knowledge of the world, had yet some 
points of character which corresponded 
better with the timidity of his disposition 
and the supple arts by which he had risen 
in the world, than to the degree of emi- 
nence which he had attained ; as they tend- 
ed to shew an original mediocrity of under- 
standing, however highly it had been cuiti- 
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vatedy and a native meanness of disposition, 
however careifiilly veiled* He loved the 
ostentatious display of his wealth, less as a 
man to whom habit has made it necessarf, 
than as one to whom it is still deligbtfid 
from its novelty. The most trivial details 
did not escape him ; and Lucy soon learn- 
ed to watch the flush of scorn which cross- 
ed Ravenswood*s cheek, when he heard her 
father gravely arguing with Lockhard, nay, 
even with the old housekeeper, upon cir^ 
cuoistances which, in families of rank> are 
left uncared for, because it is supposed im- 
possible they can be neglected. 

" I could pardon Sir William," said Ra- 
venswood one evening after he had left the 
room, ^^ some general anxiety upon this 
occasion; for the Marquis's visit is an ho- 
nour, and should be received as such : but 
I am worn out by these miserable minutiae 
of the buttery, ^d the larder, and the very 
hen-coop— they drive me beyond ray pa- 
tience J I would rather endure the poverty 



0f Wolf > Crag, 4feaii fee pestered ^i4?b ifce 

V ^^ A«d yet," said Li»ey,. " it ^as fey at- 
4:cntioii to these minutiss that oiy father 
ac^^ed the property "-*-^- 

*« WWicti 4ny fracestors sold for lack of 
ft," aoiwered Ravenswood. ** Be it so j a 
pf^ter still bears %ut a burtb^hi though tbe 
burthen be of gold*'* 

. LUcy sigWd ; ^she perceived too plahily 
that lier lover held in scorn the miaimeis 
and 'habits of a fathefi to whom she tmd 
hmg kioked up as lier best and most par- 
tial friend, whose fondness had o/flen colb- 
soled her for her mt)ther's contemptuous 
liarshnBSSv 

The lovers soon discovered *that they 
diflered upon other, and no less important 
topics. Religion, the miother of peaee, 
was, in those days of discord, so much t6i^ 
construed and mistaken, that her rulei and 
forms were the subject of the most oppo- 
site opinions and ttie most^iostile aniniosi- 
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ties. The Loid Keeper, beiog a whig; was^ 
of course apresbyteiian, and bad found it 
eonveilient, at £fierent periods^ to express 
greater zeal for the kirk, than perhaps he 
really felt His fiimily, equally of ooune^ 
w^ trained under the same instttiition* Ra« 
venivood, as we know, was a High-Ghurch 
maor OP E^iscdpaUan^ and freqaentij ob- 
jected to hucy the fanatidsffi of some of her 
owa comfnusion, while she intimated, ra- 
ther than expressed, hocror at tht latitudi- 
narian piiiic^les which she liadbeen taught 
to thiidc connected with &e prelatic«l form 
of cborch-govemment 

TivBOk jdthoiigh ' tfadr mutual affection 
seemed to increase rather than to be diori* 
niihedi as their charaotem opened oMre 
Mky on ench other, tbe feelings ^ each 
were mii^led witlf some less agreeaMe^ in^ 
gredtent&r iMCf ftlt » seciptwvei ^aaoad 
all her afibotkm. for Rwenswiepod. Hit soul 
waa^of an higher, prouder ehtraeter, than 
those mth wIhhii she had hitherto mixed 

tol.il # 



U inteMbDfse } Us Jdeas wen mom fiercfs 
and free ^ «id be oonteoiBed nai^ irf* the 
epinioM wbiob bed been sBCiilcatcd upMi 
bck*^ 10 dqeftf* demaading her ve&eraikiimi 
Ob the etb^r hxndf Bat^iswoad saw m 
l[aicy a aoA and iexible obasacteTy. wbii^ 
iir his eyes aft leasts $ee»ed toe su aee fH aM e 
oi being moiiidad to any fem by tlrase 
with whem she lived. He Mt that, his 
efvm temper rehired a pjorteer of a mora 
iadepcBdeei api»t» whp oeuldi set satt wi^ 
him ee his coihm ef life, reafiivedraeiMtiY 
self ta dttre tndiffiftfeiitly the storm, sod 
the favouring breeze* Bet Xiocy wa6 se 
faeautifM, so. devotedly atftadied M tam^ 
of a temper se. enquisitely soft aed kimh 
Ihiiti i«hij^'he eeuid hbve wiodied i$ wtMM 
poisiUe td iespjre her ^^tii e gtei^er de> 
gree oS^ntmetm ^ed fes0ltiii<^ and while 
he fiem^iimei became ieopal»etit of the «»- 
tieme fear nRrhiish ^e expiseased of ^eti 
aOaehmeiM^ being psefoaturidly diseoireiadb 
he ihk tibnt the sc^ess ef a mind* emewC* 
ing almost to feeblenesst reodfttod her 
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cvtitt deafer tb Inh^, as it bdog ^0 h$A 
vc^imtariiy ditag to hirti for i»>Meed0Qv 
and made' Km #ye arMer af iiar flita 
&* weal or woe. Hia feeVmg^ towards^ hehr 
all 9Udh iaoftietitsi wei^ thoUe wiii^b haw 
been since 90^ beaut^tilty expresatd by our 
HnaMrtalJoaoiia Badlie : 



.ii 



Thou sweetest things 



Th&t e'er did fix its lightly-fibred sprayi^ 
To the rude rock^ ah ! woiild*8t thou <ding«to m/t f 
' 2l6ugh onclMomMiMm I am^^-y^t Ititfl mr as 
. Zhou thily dost^ I will Ibve^hee •gtm 
l^itb true and honest heail^ though all unmeet 
To be the mate of such sweet gentleness." 

Thtis^ the yeiy p€mt% in which thay^ dif- 
ftredi seemed) in ' some meafture; ^ enBura 
fbe coBtiiwanGe of tbeir mmua) aifeotitm* 
ff, indeed^ they had so fuity a[^reciated 
^Mh crther% character before the burst of 
passion in which they hastily pledged their 
fi^h to eacfr other, Lucy might liat^ fear- 
ei Ravenswood too tnu^h' ever to hai^ 
iored bim^ and ht might bave cons^rotd 
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her softoeas and docile temper as imbecili- 
py^ rendering her unworthy of tiis regard. 
Bat Alley atpodpledged tp eacb oUi^er ; and 
X^ucy only^ feared that her lover's pride 
might one day teach him to regret hb at* 
tachnlenty Ravenswood that a mind so duc- 
tile as Lucy's might, in atisence or difficul- 
ties, be induced, by the entreaties or ioflu* 

ence of those around her, to jenounce tlie 

■ -' . hi . 

engagement she had formed* 

" Do not fear it," said Lucy, when, 
upon one occasion, a hint of sncfa suapt* 
Cipn escaped her lover j **the mirrors whib^ 
receive the reflection of all successive ob- 
jects are framed of hardinaterials like glass 
or steel'^the softer substances, when they 
^l^eceive an impresivon^ retain it undefaced*^ 

<< This is poetry, Lupy,^ said Ravens, 
wood ; *< and in poetry there is always fal- 
lacy, and sometimes fiction."^^ 
: <* Believe me then, once more, in honest 
prose,'' said Lucy, *< thal^ thoi^h I wffl ne» 
ver wed man without the consent of my 
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paretit5| yet neither force nor persuasion 
shall dispose of my hand till you renounce 
the right 1 have given you to it.'' 

The lovers had ample time for such ex- 
planatidns. Henry was now more seldom 
their companion, being either a most unwif- 
ling attendant upon the lessons of his tutor^^ 
or a forward volunteer under the instruc- 
tions of the foresters or grooms. As for 
the Keeper, his mornings were spent in his 
study, maintaining correspondences of aH 
kinds, and balancing in his anxious mind 
the various intelligence which he collected 
from every quarter concerning the expect- 
ed change of Scottish politics, and the pro- 
bable strength of the parties who were 
' about to struggle for power. At other 
titpes he busied himself about arranging, 
and countermanding, and then again ar* 
ranging, the preparations which he judged 
necessary for the reception of the Marquis 

of A , whose arrival had been twice 

delayed by some necessary cause of deten- 
tion. 



la tide midst of sU these variatxs^iMwaii.^ 
iion^ political and domesftic» be seermed 
not to obs^rre how much his cbo^bfter aqkI 
hiis gH^^t wepe -tturowa into eaisb atlieF*s so- 
ciet^, a«Hi waft cewi^red bjr many of fab 
yeighbotti^ according to the fashioa ^ 
neighbours in all cooi^tries, for wifferij^ 
jmch an intimate conwctioa to^ take place 
hetwixt two young persons. The only niu 
tural explanation was, that he de^iie4 
them lor each other % whJjLe, in trutfaf has 
<>niy motive was to tempcnriise and procrat- 
tinatCy until he sliould discover the- 1^ 
extent 6f the interest which the Mai^iife 
took in Ravenswood's affiurs^ and the ponl'^i: 
which he was likely to possess of advaiiciiig 
them. Until these points should be made 
both clear and manifei5t» the Lord Keeper 
resolved that he would do nothing to c$o«- 
mit himself, either in one shape or <other» 
and, Hke many cunning persotte, he wm- 
reached himself deplorably* 

Amongst those who had been disponed 
to censure, with the greatest severity, the 



4Miiid«ct oi Sir WMtm Jb/kUm^ in permit- 
lug Ibe proiraged reiideaee of .Ra¥€a»* 
irood ittder his roo^ mid his coostsnt $1^ 
tmad$tkce on Miss Aditon^ nas the new 
luiiid of Gitaiogliame^ wad his fiuthful 
squire and botUe-heidery personages ibnii« 
<erly weU known to us by the names of 
^Haysion and Bncklair, and his companion 
Oaplani Oraigetigelt* The &rmer had al- 
ready snoceededto the txtensifo property 
^ bis loogJived fpnndountt and. po omsi* 
defi^k wealth beatdesi which he bad em- 
ployed m redeemmg hb pateraal aoi^t^ 
(by the title Appertaining to which he stiU 
obose to be de8S|piated») notwithstanding 
Captain Craigtngelt had proposed to him 
tt most advantageous mode of vesting £he 
money in^ Lai^'% sch^ne^ wbieb waa just 
then' set abroach^ and ofiered his services 
io tcavel express to Paris for the purpose. 
$ut BtKdclaw had so far derived wisdom 
£rom adversity, that he would listen to no 
plHDposal which Craigengelt could invent^ 
having a tendency to luk his newfy^acgni- 
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red jndqpendeiice. .. He thathMonee.^t 
pe4ae-J[)aQnock6^ drauk fiow mmp ^od ^isftt 
in the secret chamber ^t Wolfs Ci^^woiildt 
he 6aid> prize good jcl^er jmd a soft hed:«3 . 
long as he livedi aod take. special care ne^ 
vrr to. need such ho^itality i^io. . 

Craigengelt, tberefoxe» foimd himself dif^ 
i4Ppoiii|ed in the first hopes he. had eiitec* 
Gained of jaatung a good hand jof^tbts I^W^^ 
of Backlaw* StiU»Jiowever»h(e reaped loaiix, 
advantages frQm.his friend's gpfiid /ortiiOM^ . 
Siicklaw^ who had never beeii • at all scrv* 
-^l9tis in chusii^.his compaoions^ ^;as a^ 
customed to« and entertained Jby. a ielh^w^ 
irhom he could either lai^b with or laMigh . 
at as he had a piind> who would take».aQp. 
cording to Scottish phrase^ << the bit,i^,. 
the buflfety'* understood all sportSt whetfaf i;. . 
without or within doors, and» when the., 
Laird h^d a mind &r. a bottle of wine» (no 
infrequent ciipumstance,) was al wajrs readjr 
to save him from the scapdal of getting . 
drunk by himself.. Upon these terms.Cra^ 
angelt was the frequent^ a\mosti the .<^f 
stant, inmate of the house of Girninghame. 
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Id no time» and tinder no possibflity of 
cnreirnistno^ could good hiAre been de- 
nted «ote aich an intimacy, however iU 
bad^ consequences might be qualified by 
the thorough knowledge which Bucklaw 
poteessed df bis depefadsnt's dharactei^ and 
the liigh- contempt in .which he held it* ' 
Bdt asxircbmstances stood^.this evil corn** 
onitticaiSon was particularly liable to cor- 
rupt what good principles nature had im« 
plaiited in* the patron. 

^<?rdtgeng'elt hiid never fdrgiven the iCorn 
wftiiMifhibh Ravens^ood had torn the- 
mdi^ t>PcoBrige and honesty froiii' his ' 
cdnititenance ; and to exasperate Bucklaw^s 
resentment against him, was the safest 
modfe of revenge Which occurrdcl ta his. 
cowardly, yet cunning and malignant dis-- 
position. • 

He brought uj^, on all occaisionS, the 
story of the challenge which Ravenswobd 
had declined to accept^ atid endeavoured, 
by^ every possible insinuatioti, tb make his 
patron feeUever that his honour' was c*dni. ' 



tenied in briaging dat'matttr iJtnm nkut 
by" a. pmBent diioraaichi with Safidiititood^ 
But respecting' titts aut^eetv Biicfchn^ im. 
posed Dh kiniy at' fengtiii^ a* penmp^f 



^l tbmk/' li6 siUd, << tKe Mlvter-ilas 

treats me. uriUke a^ gen^raiaiiy and I H^ 
na right he had to send oie back a caraliier 
answer when I deinaiHleci tiie SBUasfeotiaii 
of onet^Bufc he gs^fe ii»e in^ life o&ce-«« 
and, in looking the matter over at- |^res«it, 
I^fe mljmM hut on equal tei'ttia with^liiin 
— should he ctrois me agaiiit I shall cototi^ 
d«r tl^e old atxompl as bafainoed» and^lM 
^stership vriH da inrdl to look to "^hisu 

: ^« That he shonU/' re-echoed Ora^^Mu 
l^lt{ ^^ for Mrfaen you arc in pnadaoe^ 
Bucklawy I woald bet a magnum }roo aore 
through him befoce the third pas8«f 

<< Thea you kdaW' notkkig^ of the nalk 
tcr,'' said Bwklaffr, <^iuid ^ii newr ssna 
him fenoel** 

^ And I know notidiig of the aaMevI^ 

2 



f sevev Mir IUu«amra«i feaoc^ have I 
Mofe bete at M e ai i m c Sagewi's aelMoU ^o 
«MMt Ibe-fim iMMkiAv ifitriNM fltf«iBVMid 
have I not been at fi^gtrar BdocKi at> Sto. 
Irenes and Meiiriieiir D«rofaiUaieA i^ Vieii' 
ila» add h«(>e I . iicit<Mea aft tteir (Hay >" 

*< 1 don't know whether* j&a ht9& 0t 
ffod" iiaid Bcteklaw i » but what about 
it, though yott had ?*^ 
". ^ Only -tiiat Iwai be >4*^<if evet- I 
flaw Sreoeh, ItaEattr or Ifigb^Dtcdiiiiitt 
tifet mukit fooU hand* and ^^ lieap time 
hrif flo #ctt a» yeUf BoeUawi"- 
- « I beKeve you He» Craigie,'' said Bitek. 
law ; **^heiferer, I ean held coy own, boiii 
uttti fth^te faj^cr, baGk«^ftWoiid» MMtod>Mid 
dagger, broad-flWofdjOr eaae-oi' faidefaloM 
•^and that^is as UHich m my gMMlemaa 
jteed'know df die matter.*: 

** - Aa d t h e double* «f ^hat auKtyoune 
«at' fi£ a hiwdcedi laKV^n" 'm^. Ct^ea. 
gdtj.M they learn to.change a>ftw,.tbfliMt»^ 
ntkk the floiatt swofd* and then^ l^nootii^. 



^bcgr iwdcfstand tbe iH^ arl ol 4e£eii«» i 
fjQm, when X WM «t Ronea in i^ j»ag 
1993, there itm • Cb»i9li«r ^,PMpwi 
and I went to the Oper«» when w^$}yua4 

- ^ Is. k afcl«fig etoi; yea are 4|oti|g ^ 
teU I" iai4 Bwktew, intefri^iDig hifitvlftliF 
out oeffemoji^. 

5 f< JintM ym like^" luafwei^d the pwar 

pte» « for we . made shprt .woijlc .of it." ._ « 
. f* Then X like it 9h<irt.» .^4 SneMasi; 
l*lsit<8BijcH)c <^ meny ?*. ... . ; t^ 
1 ** DevU^h iefMWs* I,a«qre yofjt, m*^^ 
^ey found it ; for J^ie.cbepralkr mA IVnrrTf 
f Then I dqn't like it at all," n^id J^uefe.' 
»s^ hmi ;*;«> JBH » kdmmm of. my auld am^*p 
^e|,!«Wt h«rheart ! Aq^, ^the.Qie%i^ 

V L^ XhfKt. mn ;«hat tPHgh qld Sir £«Mt 
|)hu iised to aa7.tf» »» vhoa 1 was oofc 



V 

*■. . •••*■• . .■ . ! .1 » • . ■ t 



?• »' Cat « driidtf with 8 tate ;»» eqaivilent to th^ 1^ 



tW>r,M|iiifi» 



nitfa ^ metaH*d lads in l<»f^ « €Sn^ig«ii< 
gelV ^ used to say, « yau we m pratty * 
Iid[l0fr^us( ever lield steel iti bia.grim birt 
j)F4»i have oae fkutt"' 

*' If he bad-knowia ywk as lof^ as I bav* 
46^/" sfud Buoklawf^ «' he woidd have 
dR^und out soi&e twenty tt<^e ; but haiig 
Ipi^ stories, give us your toast, man*** 

Cra%eng^ rase, went a tiptoe t0 the 
dpof, peeped out) >shut it carefully, oaoia 
^Mk agaiii~<:lapped bis tarmshed goldr 
^^ped hat on one side of his bead, took bis 
glass in one hand, and toncfaing the bilt ct 
Ua- hanger witli the other^ naiiijB^f ^ The 

<« I tell you wbat it ^y Captaui CratgMi* 
giph^? 9«d BuckW/,.- ^ I BbaH keep my 
mind to myself <m thcae stibjepti, having 
too much respect for the ntemmy of my 
veoeraUe^unt Girniagtoa to pat her lmd< 
aj^a^pusoieiils.in tbe.way-o£ qommittMig 

m^m^Pi^ t^;G(linbwgWPaptatQ, wtdi 
thirty thousand men at his back^ and i')l 



i€ll 3NM whtt I thifik ttniut iiif tilfe ) Imt 
^§ fbt nmniBg toy tiedt itito a ntme^ nad 
'my good broad la&ds into the «taCat(My pe- 
nalties, ^ in that case, madhe md pn^dM,' 
re}f Hpkm it you mil find me n^ Moh ibol. 
1S6 wlien you mean Co vapour with yMr 
Imti^er and yoor drwi-cdp in sopport nf 
treasonable toasts yoa iliMt #Bd ymkr H- 
^^ftiof and compMy dset^^s^re/* 
£ « WfeB, theB,*^ said Gn»gefigak» '^Miiie 
ibe toast yofifself^ and be it^iHiat itlfter^ 
in pledge yott were it' a mile to^ile bM- 

^ ^ And HI gi^e ymi a toast Ihat d)(Mfve& 
it, my boy,** said Bacilaw }. << wbal sMr 
ybu to Mtss Liiey Ashton ?"'' 
^ <' Up wil^ it," said ^ OaptMi, aif Hfc 
tossed off his briMm^, ^ the bonniest lasa 
tef Lothmn-^What a pity the oUb in^dt 
drawing whigamofe, her faitlter, ts' abetit 
itio throw her away upon that rag c^ pride 
ud^bej^gary, the Ifester of Ra r ttswo odL'* 
' «* '£hat% ifot quite sa dear^'' saii Btti^ 
law, in a toiic^ whid^ thou^it aeemcd 
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indiflbrettt, txcitoil his OMripafiiot^is Mger 
d'inridKiSiy ; iiad n(*t irtiat oi^» but abo h» 
hope of wbrlnng Umsdf into some sort of 
otafidence, mhkh might dMhe him ceces- 
Mfy to fak fMitirob^ being by no mtmtts 8». 
tisfied to rest on mere suflfenmee, if be 
coald fbmi^' by art or indttstrjTi a more 
peiUMfenf'titte to his ihvoiifi 
' "M rtifottght,*^6aid h^ after a mornenA 
pause, <^ that was a settled matter— •they 
are oratmuaMy t<^edier, and nothing else 
Uf spnken of betwi&t Laaameriaw and Trap- 

^Ifhey may s£^ what Hiey please,** re-, 
pfied bis patfott, ^' bat I know better, ifilnd' 
^ give you Miss Luey Ashtoifs health 
i^n, my boy/* : 

«* And I would drink it on my knee," 
sal^ Cra%engelt, ^* cf I thought the girl 
hEul the spirit to jflt that d-*d son of aL 
Spaniatd;?^ 

>^I am l(f request you wiU not use thife 
weMI jMt and Miss Asbton's name toge» 
ther^'' said Buddaw> gmrely* 



V Jilt, dii I My ?-«4iMwiy my lad- of 
Z€xp$-^y,,Joye^ 1 memit to cn^dtiiMr^^ 
replied Craigen^ett, '' akid I : fa^p^ sbe'i^ 
disMffd him like a sttiall caid at piquetA> 
and take in tbe Kjiug €f HeartSi tikf bof »» ^ 
ButyetV--.— .: ' - " • • ■ '*• 

" But what f* «|iidli»'p»trom . * - * 
^ Bi:^ yet I.know ftfr ceijttm tWe|p are 

% Thafc^s )if r tfocjMgb ^h}»J» 4»toj5P^ 
t|)at will be soon pujkiput of the last's bea^r*^ 
if it:e?er gets into it/' answered Biidklaiykr* 

^^ And now fill ypmr 'glass again, Cdfltakl^ * 

• 

I am .going to make yoo bippyr^I am g«k 
io^.^to. let yon into a seefeti a pldt— nit 
nootfaig plot-— only the noose is but fy^: 
pical*!' . . : ; • : •* 

^! A marnping m^ei ^ sald^Gm^ng^V 
and faia.jawi fell «& he iiske4 the questioti'r. 
for he saspeoted thai matrimony would reo^'* 
der bis situattmvatQirninghameviiich #ere 
precarkNiajthaadMuig tbe'j|t>% 4iKffif^kMy 
patron's bachelorhood. 

5 
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V A^a a mucmgi^ man," uid BodUaw ; 
^ biift wbfa^fefts jdropps, tbj mighty sprnt^ 
au4 wby^OMir ^e rubies, qq itby ciiaek m 
psip} The bowd wiU have a; comer, and 
thQ jMcner will have a treocher* and tfa4 
treD€her will have a glass beside it; aad 
the board- end eiiaU be fliied, and the 
treimiher a^d the glass shaU be replemshed 
for thee, if all the petticoats io Lothian 
bad sworn the coQtrary«--What9 man! I 
aia j»it the boy t0 put myself tnto ksadiiii^ 

^ So sayy many an honest felkiw,? said 
Cr^gjSngek, ^ ^nd i son^ of my i^»ecial 
friends i but» curae me if I know the rea« 
80IH the women could never basr mie, and 
aliTii^ys j[;ontrivad tp trundle me not of £iu 
vjour before the honey-moon was ovec'* . 

V* If you could have kept ymir gmund 
till t^. was over, you n^g;ht have made a 
good year's pens«(H)»" $mA Backlanr. 

*^ But. I nevei? couW anssrered thefde- 
jected pair^iite } ^f thnre vas my laid Cmi 



V * • 



lit .X - meumtm' »t tiwwwN ' 

rodehie b cmco * i KMriwwa iMmy, both for 
him attd fiom toi«*-tmtMd Im ibawks, aad 
twght him bow to lay his bets ; aad ^whea 
he took aifitttcy of marrjriog, I manriad him 
to Katie Glegg^ 'whom I thought myself ss 
aofe of as man cotdd be of woman* £gad> 
kbe had me oat of the house» as if I had nia 
on wheels, withta the first foitDigbf 

^ Wdli** replied Bucklaw, «^ I think I 
iwre aothiog of Castle-Guddy aboot m$^ 
or Luoy of Katie Glegg. But you ate 
tho'thing will go oh whether you like it or 
m^^'*4ke oaly question is^ will yoo be ise^ 
fill?" 

: «' Useful ?-^aad to thee, my Ud of 
lands, my darling boy, whom I woeld 
tramp bare»feoted through the worid ibr ? 
««-Bacne ttme^ place, mode, and circuni- 
staace^ and see if I will oot be utafiil in 
all nsea that can be devised*"' 
^ ** Why, then, you must ride two bun- 
Arad oales. Coet of^": said the patran^ 



leap»'' answered ilie depoaimfc; ^« I'll 
cause Mddle ioy horse daMetlgr.'' 

-** BeMeic stay lail ynu kiuvw irhnc ym 
af«t to go, «od whai you are to dQ»" qiultft> 
Bocklaw. ^ Yoa know I bave a idoswo^ 
amn in N«thii»l»riand^ Lady. Bknkeiikop 
by fianiet wkose old aoqpiaintanee I htA 
the misfiirtene to tese iti the period of my 
poverty, but the Ught; ef wiuise coontaw 
ttwpco shone forth apoh me wheti th^ sim 
dP'oiy pmspierUy began to atf iae/* \ 

'< D--^n all such double-faced jades^^ 
eschimed Crai^engeh^ heroieally ( *^ thia 
I will say for John Craigengeh, that he m 
hisiijeiidls fiaead thijoa^good rtipott and 
hfsd jre^t^ pdverty and riches ; and you 
know sofficthiog* ^ that yoacseil^ Buck^^ 

^ i liaye dot lorgdt youi merits^** wud 
his patron } <* I do remember^ that, in my 
^stri»nitiefl^ you had a mlod to crimp me 
for the semce of. ^ Frenoht k»g,. or of ' 
the Pretender } and, moreover, that you 



Afterwards lent me a -score of pieces^ wfaeoi 
as I firmly believe, you bad heard the Dews 
that old L&dy Girmngtoii had a totidi of 
tiie dead palsy. But don't be dowii-easti 
Joho; I believe, after all, you, like me 
very well in your way, and it is -my mis- 
fortune to have no better counsellor at 
preient.-^To return to: this Lady Bieol^ca* 
sop, you must know she is a close copfe- 
derate of Duchess Sarah> 

^« What, of SallJennings l"" excbumed 
Craii^engdl j ^< then she must be a good 
0pe*" 

] '< Hptd your tongue, and keep your 
If'ory rants to yourself; if h be poasibV 
said Bucklaw ; <« I tell you, that through 
the Duchess of Marlborough has this Not- 
tbumbnan cousin of mine, becomes a ^oay 
pf Latjy Ashton,^ the Keeper's wife, oiv ^ 
«iay say* the Lord Keeper's Lady. Keeper, 
and she has favoured Lady fUc^keosop 
with . a visit oh her return from 2iCHidoa» 
spd is justvuow at her old raansion-hoaB^ 
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oa the Jbanks of the Wansbeck. Now^ sir# 
as it has been the use and wont of these 

liadies to consider their husbands as of no 

« 

importance in the management of their owq 
families, it has been their present pleasure^ 
without consulting Sir William A$bton, to 
put mi the tapis a matrimonial alliiancey to 
be eonduded between Lucy Ashton and 
my own right honourable self. Lady Ash« 
ton acting as self- constituted plenipoten* 
tiary on the part of her daughter and hus- 
bafidf ^nd Mother Blenkensop, equally un<* 
accredited, doing me the h(mour to be my 
representative^ You may suppose I was ^ 
littSe astonished when Ifbuhd that a treaty^ 
in which I wa» so con^derably interested^ 
had advanced a good way before I was even 

consulted.^' 

. ^ Capot me if I think that was accord- 
ing to the rules of the game,'* said his coil* 
fidant ; ^ and pray, what answer did you 
return ?* 

^* Why, my 'first thought wa's to send 
the treaty to the devil, and the negocia* 



ton* along with it^ for a couple of me& 
Slktg old womeiir) my next was to Imigft 
very heartily ; and my^ third and last wh a 
^tled Clinton that the thing was fea80i»' 
Vie, and would suit me weH enough.*^ 
^ ^ Why, I thought you bad never seen 
the wendt but once—* and then she had 
her riding-mask on— I am Sure yoa tdd 
meso.'- 

•* Ay — but I Ifked her vary 'WelKtbefB; 
Attd Ravtnswood's dirty usage of nte— » 
ahuttiing ttre- out of doors to dine with: th6 
Itocqtteys^ because he had the Lord Keepcf^ 
ibrsoodi, and his daughter, to be guesta^fri 
his beggarly castle of starvat!on«>^D-~tt 
me, Osftgengelt, if I ever forgive hmrtiH 
f play him as good a trick*'* 

<< No more you should, if you are a Hid 
^mettte,* said Craigengek, 1^ matter 
noiN^ takibg a turn in which he could sym- 
padiize ; ^ and if you carry Ihis wtMh 
irom him, it will break his heart** * * * 

* ^l%atitwtS4iot,''saidBiickkwv<'b» 
hfeartis idi steeled ovw with reason and 



THJIIUM Off L4iaUMfaMU Ml 

nothixig about more tfanut oiyMl^ God Iwlp 
9iavf-#B«t it will ttfMk k» ptule though, 
and ldiat*» fRh%t Vm dmvioff at** 

. i^Bis^MKewy!' said Caugngeltt^'1^ 
I know the feason now of hU unmaanedji^ 
bohaiiMiir at hta old tiM»Ue-4o«i tower 
jBOBdof*^ Ashamed, of yaat oompaajr ?#rHio^ 
ad i-»^jGid> he waa afraid jrou.woidd cnA in 
Md c^l7 off tlw; gtrL" 

^JSh! Crarigengekr ned BueUaa^i-P* 
^tjg? ycia reaHyt ttiMi sft ? n^ Jhitt no, no Km 
he[ iflbft dieidliih*daal paetticr maathoaa i 

s ^Whfi*— baj?' ^sdbimed tbe.paraaiU»w 
«< be ta itt Mack a» «he croak ; aadAv Ua 
^m^he'a a tall fhUow^^ t# be atira^befcgive 
9tti a lights stoats. middle^aiaed'%*«^ 

. *' Pligoe oa thae!'' aaid BKkkm iataat 
rupting him» .« aMk aa daiQ for lialeBing tai 
yetr^r-j^M weiald. aay m aiiich if I were 
l}ua«li4iackcdt But aa to EaMoawotdi^ 
l)ft daa k(HA sa tccflaa witii me-^ftt loaeii 
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none wtl^ himf--4f I eon win tim ffA fimi 
faini, 1 fri// win her.** 

<< Win her P-^'sblood, yott shall win hert 
pointy quitfV nd quatoree, my king ^of 
tnimps^yoQ AM pique; repsque^ and ci- 
pot hiunir'' 

. V Prithee^ sti^ thy gamblilig cant for 
ane4nstaBt,'' said Baddaw. <^ Things have 
oiaie thus ftr, that I have entertained ibe 
proposal of my kins^oman^ agreed to ihe 
terms of jointure, amount of fortune^ and 
sofortlit and that the affitir istogo^KWsrd 
when Lady Aabton cooks down^ fbt she 
takes her dau^ter and her son in her own 
band. Now, th^ want me to send up a 
ccxbfiiential person widi wme writings/' 

<> By this good wine, PU ride to'tHe^nd 
of the worldT--4he very gates of Jerii^> 
and the jiidgment-seat of Frester John, for 
thee,** ejaculated the Captain. 

<< Why, I believe you would do adme* 
tiling for me, and a great deal for yottrsel£ 
Mow» any one could carry the wtith^} 



^v 



THB niM 09 LABOCllUfOOE. 1% 

V 

Istti yim will bave a little more ta do ; you 

muat contrive to drop out before my Lady 

Ashton^ just as if it were a matter of little 

cois^quence, the residence of Ravens wood 

at her husband's house, and his close tntei^ 

.course with Miss Ashton % and you may tell 

ber, that all the country talks of a visit from 

the Marquis of A .. i ^ as it is supposed^ to 

make up the match betwixt Ravenswood 

/and her daughter* I should tike to hear 

what she says to aU tUs j for, rat m6» if I 

have, any idea of starting for the plate at 

c-^ if Ravenswood is to win the face, and 

ht has odds against me already." 

V f ^ Never a bit*-the wench has too much 

8etiae«f-*and in that belid^ I drink her health 

[a. third time ^ and^ were time and place fit- 

.^tilig^ I would drink it on bended knee^, 

.and he- that wduld not f>ledge me, I would 

make his guts garter his stockings." 

*«< Hark ye» Cri^ngelt ; as you are go- 
ing into the society of women of rank," 
^n^ Bucklaw, ^ rU thank ^ you to forget 

VOL. II. H 
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5'otr strange blackgaard oaths and dismiiAe'a 

M-'lil ivfite to ihem, thougt), tbat yoa are 

* Wiittt untaught ftlteW/'^ 

^ ♦^^ Ay* ^v" i^pRed GraFgengd t ; ^ a plifn, 

-ftlunt, ht>liest, doi^n-rigftt toldjcr.* 

j^ *< Not ttfo htimtst, nor too much of the 

tIcddKer neither ; but, such as thou art, it » 

*iy'l>3ck to ne^d thee, ftrr 1 must have spuw 

put tot LafJy Ashton's motions.* 

<« TH aish tiiem u{) to tfte rowel-hea*,* 
said Craigdngrft j * she ishalF cotne here at 
the grflopj like a cow chased by a whole 
nest of hornfets, and her tail twisted o?er 
her rump like k cork- screw.** 

^« And hear ye, Crafgte,** said BixckFaw j 
** your boots and doublet are good etiough 
to drink in, as the man says in the pisjf 
but they are sdiilewhat too greasy for tea- 
table service-^priUhee, get thyself a littfe 
better rigged- out, and here is to pay all 
charges/' 

** Nay, Bucklaw — on my soul, maii^^ 
you use irie ill— however,* added Craigfen- 
gelt, pocketting the money, ** if you will 
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iiave me so &r indebted to you, I must be 

:<< Well, horse and away i" said the p9^ 
froB^ ** so sooQ as you have got ydur ru 
diagi tivery m ^im^ You may ride tiie 
black crop-ear-^aRd hark ye, IH make yOu 
a present of him to boot** 

«• I drink to the good luck of my mis- 
sion," answered the ambassador, ^* in a 
half-pint bumper." 

** I thank je, Craigie, and pledge you— 
I see nothing against it but the father or 
the girl taking a tantrum, and I am told 
the mother can wind them both round her 
little finger. Take care not to affront her 
with any of your Jacobite jargon." 

«' O ay, true — she is a whig, and a friend 
of old Sail of Marlborough—- thank my stars, 
I can hoist any colours at a ptnch« 1 have 
fought as hard under John Churchill as 
ever I did under Dundee or the Duke of 
Berwick." 

« I verily believe you, Craigie," said the 
lord of the mansion; ^* but, Craigie, d# 

v8 
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youy pray* step down to the cellat -and 
fetch us up a bottle of the Burgundy, 
1678-r-it is in the fourth biA from the 
right-hand turn — And I say, Craigiiei— >-you 
tnay fetch up half-a-dozen whilst you are 
about it— Egad, we*ll make a night on V 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

» 

And BQ01I tiicy spied the maTy-meii green, 
Apd eke the oogch and four. 

JtMf uj»n Jhtkf. 

Ckaigevgeu set forth on his mission, 
so .soon as his equipa^ was complete, 
]^rosec4te4 bis jouraey with all diligence, 
and accoqiplisbed his commission with all 
the dexterity for which Bncklaw had gji- 
yen him predit. A|» he arrived with ere* 
denfials from Mr Hayston of Bucklaw, he 
was extremely welcome to both Udies; 
and those who are prejudiced in favour 
of a new acquaintatnce can, for a time 
at least, discover excellencies ia his very 
faults, and perfections in his deficiencies. 
Although both ladies were accustomed to 
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good society, yet, being predetermined to 
find out an agreeable and well- behaved* gen- 
tleman in Mr Hayston's friend, they suc- 
ceeded wonderfully in imposing on them- 
selves. It is true that Craigengelt was now 
handsomely dressed, and that was a point 
of no small consequence. But independent 
of outward fihew, his blackgtsard im^^dence 
of address was construed into honourable 
bluntnes$, becoming his supposed military 
profession ; his hectoring passed for cou- 
rage, and his eaueineftt fyt wit Ltist, liow- 
ever, any one should think this A violation 
of probabih'ty, we must udd, ifa lah^nen to 
the two ladies, that tiiehr discerntiiettt #at 
greatly blinded, ^and their favour t>ropitia« 
ted, by the opportune arrival oi Captain 
Craigengelt, in liie moment wbeo iSbey 
were longing for a third hand to make a 
party At tredrillei in which, as in all games, 
whether of ch*nce or skii, that woltby 
person was a great proficient. 

When he found himself established in 
ftivonr, hSM next point was how best' to 
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usf it for Uie furtherance of I}is p^oQ> 
views. He found LaJy Asihton . prepaid* 
sessed strongly in favour of the n^oUon, 
lyhich Lady BJenkensop, partly from re» 
gard to her kiiiswomau, partly from the 
spirit of match-making, had not hesitated 
to propose to her ; 90 that his tacik was ^u. 
easy one. Bucklaw, reformed from hi^ 
prodj^alityt was just the sort of biii^baod 
in^hicb she desired to have fqr her Shfp* 
herde3S of Lammermoor^ and while the 
xnarriilge gave her fortune, and a gentle* 
loan for her husband. Lady Asbtqn w^s pf 
<^inAOA that her destinies vmdd be fiiUy 
azid mi^ favourably acpDinp)iflhed# It ap 
cbaocedf alsq, that Bucklaw, M^Q9g ,b|» 
new aoquisitionsi had gajn«4 ihi9 i^^n^e- 
laept of a little political »|l«nes^ in »ii 
neighbouring co^jntyt where ^e Po^glaa 
f^i\y prigio^y b«14 larga possADSipoa., It 
V|if (^a pf the bofipm-hopes <^. Lady Asih 
ton, that h»T ^Idept son, SbojlM, dioiiid i!e^ 
. prf»Qnt tlw c4Mipty wt liie British IVkdJa^ 
»f!9t|» »iid «hf Mw tbw aUianea with Bmdgf^ 
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* ' t * • 

law lis a circumstance which tnigfat.be 
highly favourable to ber wishes. 

Cfaigengelti^ who in his way bj^ no means 
wanted sagacity, no sooner discovered in 
what q^uarter the wind of Lady Ashton's 
wishes sate, than he trimmed his course 
accordingly^ «^ There was little to pre- 
vent Bucklaw himself from sitting fbr die 
.county— he must carry the heal — muBfr 
walk the course. Two cou3iQS*german^^ 
six more ^distant kinsmen, his factor and 
his chamberlain, were all hoHow votes— 
and the Giminghame interest had always 
carried, betwixt love and iear,^ about s»' 
ifiany more — But Bucklaw cared no teore 
i^ut riding the first horse, and that sort 
of thing, than he, Craigengelt, did about a 
^me at birkie — ^it was a pity bis iojterest 
Was not in good guidance*'* 

All this Lady Ashton drank in with 
wfllftig and attentive ears,^ resolving inter* 
nally to be herself the person who should 
take the management of the political in- 
dufen^fe of her destined son-in-law, for the 
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benefitof her eldest born, SholtOy and HI 
other parties concerned. 

When he found her ladyship thus fa* 
vourably disposed^ the Captain proceed- 
ed, to use h& employer's phrase, to set 
spurs to her resolution, by hinting at the 
situation of matters at .Ravenswood Cas- 
tle, the long residence which the heir 
of. that family had made with the Lord 
^Keeper, and the reports which (though he 
would be d-— d.ere he gave credit to any 
of them)' had been idly circulated in the 
neighbourhood. It was not the Captain's 
. cue to appear himself to be uneasy on the 
. subject of these rumours ; but be easily 
saw from Lady Ashton's flushed cheek, 
hesitating voice, and flashing eye, that she 
had canght tiie darm which he intended 
^ to communicate. She had not heard from 
her husband so. often or so regularly as 
she thopghl him bound in duty to have, 
wxittep,. ap4o£ this very interesting intel- 
Ijtgence, concerning. his visit to the Tower 

of Wolfs Cra^ and the guest, whom, with 

H 2 



6uch cofdiality^ be liad reoc^v^ed lEt Ra. 
venswood Castle,, be hsd so^Kd bfe fkdy 
to retDaifi altagetber igaorafit^ until she 
BOW karned it by the chance ivSmmtl&on 
iifaistm^an Sttdi eonceate&eflt appfoseb- 
led, m her apprehensidD, to a misptlsioii, at 
least, of treaaoit, if not to acttial f ebeffion 
agbiost heir matriiDonial mx^wky y bjoA in 
be/ inward senile 4id she swear to tkke vea- 
gedoce oft thie Lord Keeper, a# on a rat)- 
ject detected n medimiAg tevotti Her 
itidignttioii burned the more -fiereely, as 
she found berseif obliged to Mppt^ss it in 
preseiroe of Lady Blenken^, tb^ }Ab^ 
woinao, and of CraigeDgelt, the confiden- 
tisd friend of Bdcklaw, cX wftose alliance 
abe BOW became trebly desirous, smee it 
occurred to her alarmed imagination, fbat 
ber husband might, in hid policy or titti- 
dity; prefisr that of iUvenMrood# 

The Captain Was engineer enough to 
dik<»ver that the train ws^s fired i and 
tberefoM beiurd, in the course of the aaaie 
day^ widuKit the least aurj^ie, that Latfy 
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4$b&cm bad wtabhrei to diridgie k«r 'irtaic 
to X4d|r Baribewoii, md set forth usiitk 
tibue fueep of iMonniig oa }» ratwO' ie 
Ussotiimd^ Uftog ftU Obe Aifpaboh whtsh «be 
iiiMt of. tbe ioad3y joid tbe mo^ 4)f dnrreli 

Unhappy JLevd peeper UN.lkt)e i»a» te 
annre vlist it .«borifi was trimttif ftowajids 
toa ifi 9li Hm spepd wi|h vdhikh m "obfe 
fitfUcmed coaoii and sioc e&M pos^liAf 
acluevr oeta journey. He, Uioe J>oii Ga^ 
feaM^ '* fiui^ his lady tair and trae,^' and 
ima^fi^ anxiptis aboat tfie ei^pecied wsii 
tif the Marqais *of A - .- ■ * Sootfh&st > iu 
diaga had asaneed hiai that liiia .noiblatosia 
an^ rat length, and aithaiit &U, to iibaoat 
Ilia caatib at oata in the afternobo, beiiig* a 
late diaauv-hoar } and muidi was the Ihk^ 
10 scgoseqpEieace of the aaiiMieialbioii. l%a 
Xard K«per taaversAd tha ebambef 9» betd 
<»MSuhatkin mth tbe bntkr in t&eeeUaril^ 
Md even vebtiicedy at the tkk of a 4»^ 
miUe with a cook, of a spirit lofty enougfl. 
tpamm the adoaomtiona of Lady Ashton 



IM TJkMM» m MY jj^mamtK ^ 

henctf, to p6ep iDtothe leibeliett. Satiiaib^ 
at lengthy that ev€iy tbii^ nm in as aetiito 
a train of pcapantton aa was powbity to 
suQuaoned fiavDoawood aad his AiogliM 
to waUc opoiot^ the teorace, lor tbepurpoito 
of watching* ftom that <KMBQiaadffi|^ pOiii» 
tion^ the earliest ay o^tiraw jo£ hie lotd- 
ship'a qj|Ncoach» Fw ,<his ^cpose^^ wMi 
slow and: i^e step» he pamded the terrace 
wl»ch» flanked with a heavy rtoae battle^ 
ment» stretched in front of the. castle upos 
a tevel with the first storey, i wh&'viaitMi 
found access, to the ccmrt by a prcgectiii; 
gate-wajTit the bartian or flid^^ieaded^^oof 
of whiichv wsa aceeasible finom the tenaee 
by an eaiQ^ fligbl ^ low and teoad^stqis. 
ThQ whde bore a resemblnee partly to a 
easttei, paiily ti^a noUennui'a seat ; aid 
though i;alculated» in some respects, for 
defence^ evinoed that it had. been cob- 
ftrooted under a sense ofithe pdwer and 
leciiEity <^ the ancient Imida of BaysBs-* 
w^Qod. 

This pkaaant walk oommanded rbera- 
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iifilll: Mid e&ieuM^e^ view. But- what wtA 
moat to cfiir fpreieiit pltifMise, diere wece 
SMB fttdtti^tlMi tenace two TmA% one lead^ 
iof^ fipom the east» and one from the wesh 
waidf ufaidh^ croiSHig a ridge opposed, to 
the. oaiaeiice on which llie.eastle slobd^ at 
diflbiapt apglea» gsadually i^pvoadied eadi 
otlM9f^ liMkU they joineA not far fh^ 
gate of the avenue. It was to the west^ 
waod approadi that the Lord Keeper^ jfirom 
a sort of fi^etting anxiety, his daughter^ 
from complaisanee to bim^ and Ravens- 
wood,. « though feeling some symptoms of 
internal impatieqc^ out of complaisance 
todbia daughter, directed theb eyes to see 
the precursors oftheMarqutsiB approach. ' 
Tliese were not long of presenting them- 
selves. Two mnping footmen, dressed in 
whit^ cwith blaek <jookey-caps, and long 
stafis in tinir hands, headed the train ; 
and such was thdr agility, that they found '"■ 
no difficulty in keeping the necessary ad* 
vance, which the etiquette of their station ^ 
reqtttred^bdore><liecarriage and horseitien. 
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Qs^raidft tbe^ came at a loBg 9#ingtfig tMt, 
aqgwng Qawwried speed in tiiek lMg« 
teeatfaed caUiag. Sudi nmrnag iboMiea 
are eftes riloded to in old piajef (I woeM 
partieidariy iastanee '« Middktoii^« JdMl 
World tt]r Ma3tef8»''> atidfftrftt^ tmy be 
flftiU remenberedl by soerie 44d peiMm i* 
Seotkuad, as part ef tke rftiatie ^tf^tbeeo- 
cteM nobiltly wbeo trafdiiiig in fiitt cii^ 
■aany.^ Bdik^ these gianmig oieteoiib 
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^ V» V' 



* Hereupon T^ Jedediah Cleishbotliam^ eniTe leave 
to remark^ -primoi whidk i%iiifies, in the first plac^ 
tbai, having in vamctoquived at ibe^lircriitttan^Iitffi* 
ly 19 Gsnd«ndeii{gii* jalbeifc il flboqods^ 

h was at length shewn uato me amongst other iiment 
fooleries carefully compSed by one Dodgley^ who, 
doubtless, hath his reward for neglect of precious 
tone ; and hainbg misiMed m> maeh of mnie' as wtf 
neoessAiry £^ the iwrpose, I dicma flwni .thai a^pdiy^ 
man is brought in as a ibolmaQ* whom a lEiujghS « 
made to greet facetiously with the epithet of '' linen 
stocking, and three-score miles a day." 
Setmndo, (wiikfa is secondly in the remiumLir,^ uzi» 
XfirAatiMCU'a hitam, mm$ men net dliogetiMr vf 
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ivlio footed it S8 if the Avenger of Blood 
Ittd beea bebiiid them, ctme a deud of 
Aaat^ nned by ridem who preceded, at- 
tended, or Mlowodt the staJie-Krarriage of 
the Maiquts. 

The prin^ge of nobility, in tiiese dayk, 
iiad MMOthing in it impressiw on the ima- 
^atkHu TJie dfeasea and Hveries and 
mmiber <tf their aitendants, their wtyle of 
tevi^cAing, tfae xmpomngf and almost war- 
like ait of the armed men who surrotinded 



old as he would represent them, do remember this 
species of menial, or fosre-runner. In evidence of 
^dikh, I> Jcdediah CMsbbollibm, though mme eyes 
yet do Be goed service jiOMdw r me te have seea 
•ne. of this tribe dothed in white, andbeara^ a stalg 
who ran daily before the state-ooach of the umqubile 
John, Earl of Hopeton, &ther of this Earl, Charles, 
that flow is; unto whom it may he justly said« that 
IcDOtti^ playedi the yart of a "ntimifig ibotman, or 
pwcHBMr; alld^ aa the poet «medi^ 

" Mars standing by asserts his quarrel, 
And Fame ffies af!ter with a laureL** 

J.C. 
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- « 

thetQ, placiKl kbem far above the laird^ 
wha tnvelled with his brace of footmen : 
and as to rivalry from .the meteais^e put 
of the community, these wwM, as soon 
have thought of imitating the state eqm{^ 
ag^ of the Sovereign. At present it is 
different ; andi I myself» Peter Pattieson, ia 
a l|ite journey to Edinburgh, had* the hop 
i^pur, vn the maiirCoach j^rase, ta*^ change 
a leg'' with a peer c^ tlie realm. It was 
not so in the days of which I write ; and 
the Marquis's approach, so long expected 
in vain, now took place in t^e full pomp 
of ancient aristocracyi-. Sir William Ash- 
ton was so muchjnterested in what he>be* 
beldy and in- consifcnng the ceremonial of 
reception in case nfny circumstance bad 
been omitted, that be scarce heard liis son 
Henry exclaiin, *« there is another coaqh 
and six coming down the east road» papa 
— will they both belong to the Marquis erf" 

A V' • 

- At length, wbeor the youngstef had fair- 
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ly compeUed liis attention by pulling his^ 
sleeve, 

^ He tumad hb eyet^ and^ as he tam'd, surve j'd . 

An awful viaioii."--— « 

^ . • * • < 

Sure enough, another coadi and six^ 
with four servants or out^riders in attend^ 
ance, was descending the hill from the> 
eastward, at such a pace as made it doubts 
ful which of the carriages thus approaching- 
from distant quarters should first reach the^ 
gate at the ^ctremity of the avenue. The- 
one coach was green, the other blue } and 
not the ^en and bkte duuriots in the 
Circus. of Rome or Constantinople excited* 
more turmoil among the citizens than the 
double apparition occasioned in the mind ; 
of the Lord Keeper. We all remember^ 
the terrible exclamatbn of the dying pro- 
fligatC) when a friend, to destroy what he 
supposed the hypochondriac idea, of a 
sqpeetre i^>pearkig in a certain shi^ at a 
given hour, placed before him.a petfoa 
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4r€9Md up in tlia mwm&t he deficrHted. 
" Man IHeu r said the expiring siunnr^ 
who, it seems, saw both the real and poly- 
graphic apparition—" II y en est deux r 

The surprise of the Lord Keeper was 
soajrcely less unpleasiog at the duplication 
of the exfecied arrival ; his jmnd misgave 
him st«il|gely« There was oo nrighdounr 
who woi^ld have approached so unceceoui^ 
niouslyt at a time whra i^eremony was 
held. in such resptct It snu^ be Lady 
AabtoD^ said his cosiseieDce, and followed 
up the hisit With an anxious anticipa* 
tion of thiT pnipose of her sudden and usi» 
announced retunb He fek that he 
cmght <' in the manner." That the 
pany in wUcb she iiad so unhmiiiljf siuw 
prised bim was likely to kt hightyJistaste- 
fui to her^ there; was no question ; and tte 
(Mily hope which rem^iaed for iiim was in^r 
high isense of dign^ed prnprietys whiisfa, 
Im :fa*U8feadf SM^t prevent a ^puki&o nfkor 
slim. jBttt so active wen his dmibts mad 



fears as altogether to derange his purposed 
ceremonial for the recepttoa of the Mar- 

These feehflg^ of appKhemioo were not 
confined to 8il* William Ashtoo. •• It is 
my mother — ^it is my mother/' said Lticy, 
tHming as pale as ashes, and ciasping het 
hand$ together as she looked at Raventf* 

^ And if it be Lady Ashton/' said her 
lover to her in a low tone, ^< w)iat can be 
the occasion of such alarm ?«— Suwly the 
nettttti of a lady to the ftonily from wbkA 
sht haa been so long Absent, should exdtA 
^t/OfHtf sensatieas than those of fear and d» 

«« Yott do not know my mother/' said 
Mks Ashton, in a tone almost breathless 
1»4th leitor ; *' what will she wy When she 
Mes you in thid place }r 

^ Jtiy^stay is too long/* said Ravenswood 
sotnewhist haughtily, ^* if ber displeasure 
at my presence is like to be so fiMrmidablei 
My dear Luey,^ he resumed, in a tone of 
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iootbinig eaoourggeoieQW ^^ you are too 
childishly afiwd of Lady Afbton ; (^e h 
a woman of £uiiily — a lady of fashion-^ 
pf^mtn who must know the world, aiid what 
is due to her husband and heir busband'l 
guests." 

I^cy shook her head ; and, afr if he( 
mother, still at the distance of half a mile^ 
could have seen and scrutinized her de» 
pprtment, she withdrew hetself fromJbesidc 
ftavenswood, and, taking hec brother Hieqit 
ry*8 arm, led him to a different part of the 
terrace. The Keeper also shufflbd down 
toward9 the portal of the gread g8le» with* 
out inviUng Bavenswood to accompiiiy 
him, and thus he remained standing akiM 
on the terrace, deserted and shuimed^ v 
it were, by the inbabitaots of the QMiPsii^ 

This suited not ^e mjood pi o^m wbo 
was proud in proportion to his poverty, 
and who. thought that, .in sacrificing Us 
deeprrooted r^sratments so f|tf as itp be* 
come Sir William Ashe's gii§^ he^ f^a- 
ferred a favour^ and received none* ^ I 
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can forgive Lucy,** he said to himself*; 
^ she is young, timid, and conscious of an 
important engagement assumed without 
her mother's sarfction ; yet she should re- 
member with whom it has been assntded, 
atid leaVe me no reason to suspect that she 
is ashamed of her choice. For the Keeper, 
sense, spirit, and expression seem to have 
left' his face &nd manner since he had the 
first glimpse of Lady Ashton's carriage* I 
must watch how thiis is to end ; and, if they 
give me reason to think myself an unweL 
comb guest, my visit is soon abridged/ 

Vfi^ these suspi^idns floating on his 
mitid he left the teirace, and, walking to- 
wards the stables of the castle, gave direc- 
tions that liis horse i»hould be kept in 
readiness, in case he should have occasion 
to ride abroad. 

In the meanwhile the drivers of the two 
carriages, the approach of which had occa- 
sioned so much dismay at the castle, had 
become aware of each other's presence as 
they ippfOitthed upon idiflfereBt lines to the 
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head of the avenuCj a8 a common ctntre* 
Lady Ashton's driver and postiUions id* 
stantly received orders to get foremosli if 
possiblcy her kdysbip being desrrous of UtA* 
patching her first interview widi her bush 
band before the arrival of these guests, So- 
ever they might happen to be. On the 
other hand, the coachman of the Marqiiisi 
CCHiacious of bis own dignity and that of llitf 
master, and observing the rival chairiotecar 
was mending his pace, resolved^ lilse a true 
brother of the whip, whether ancient or mo» 
dern^ to vindicate his right ^precedence. 
So that, to increase the confusion of the 
Lord Keepered understanding, he sdw the 
short time which remained for cotisidera> 
tion abridged by the haste of Ae contend* 
ing coachmen^ who, fixing tbeir^yes ateraly 
on each other, and applying the lai^ iftmrt' 
ly to their horsesi bfgan to tbiNidei^ down 
the descent with emulous rapidity, y/AAt 
the ixorsemea who attended them weits 
forced to put On to a hMid gaUop^ 
Sir WkHimi^s, 9n\f ehance buqh ffemaiH^ 



ingvmB <be pCN»»bilf^ of aa ovfittirii, mA 
that fadi liidy or visitor might break t^ieir 
oeeksr 1 4im not awve that he formed 
any d^DCt ^iftb on Ihe sUl^ect, bat t 
)mw tto reason to think iibal hid gri^f in 
either ease would; ba^ been altog^her i^ 
coQsoIable. This chance, however, also 
disappeared ; ibr Lady^ Aahton, though in- 
sensible 16& fesr^ l^jan to see the ridicnlfe 
of rsmliiiig a race with a ▼i^itor of distinc- 
iimh the goal being the portal of her own 
castle^ and commMided her coachman, as 
they af^roacked the avenue, to slacken his 
pace, afid ^low precedence to the sW$m^ 
geeNi equipBige, a command which he glaf^ 
ly obeyed, as coming in time to save his 
boQoar, the horses of the Marquis's cav- 
riag6 being belter, ott at least, fresher than 
bis owa^ He restrainvd^ his speedy there- 
fore, and suffered the gveei coacti t0 enter 
tii^e avenue, with aH its retinae, whi^h pass 
it occupied with the speed of a whiriwiiid. 
The Mavquis'a laced ^rioteer no^ soM^r 
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fcimd the jMf il^oMao? was grmoted to 
tlum lie resumed, a nofe deUbeiate f^ce, 
at wlilcb he adraooed uoder the embgirer- 
Ing shade of the lofty, elms* surrounded by 
^ the actendaots ; iriiUe the carriage of 
Lady Alston fc^ wed. M^. more slowly at 
some distance. 

In the front of. the casfl^ and beneath 
the portal which admitted guests into Uie 
inner court, stood Sir WiUiam Adifon, 
much peTjpiexed in mind^ his younger son 
and daughter beside htm, and in their rear 
a train of attendwuts ci various ranks, in 
and out of Uvery. The nc^ility and gentry 
of Scotland, at this period, were remark- 
able ev^i to extravagance for the number 
.of their servants, whose, services .were easi- 
ly purchased in a country where mm were 
ntunerous beyond proportion to the means 
of employing them. . . i;* 

The manners of :a mfan, trained like Sir 
William Ashton, are too much ai bis i^om- 
mand to remain ioAg diiH^n^erted with the 

s 



mtafe adverse coneui^efice of cifcumsl^ncds.- 
He received the Marquis, ^s.be alighted^ 
freai his equipage,. with the usual complin 
meats of weicotne ; and, as he ushered hii!a- 
into^ grp^t hall, e!s:pres$6d his hope that* 
hi$ii jottrney had been. pleasant The MarqUk 
was 2^ tall, well-mude man« with a thought*^^ 
&A and 'intellig^t coantepance, and an 
eye^ in which the fire of ambition had for- 
some years replaced the/viir{M;ity of youth j 
a bold} proud, expression of counteliance^ 
yet chastened by babitu^ caution, and th(^ 
desire which, as the bead Of a party, he^ 
necessarily entertained pf acquiring popu-^ 
larity.; He ; ansn?ered with courtesy the 
courteous enquiries qf the X^o^d Keeper^ 
and was formally presented to Miss Ash- 
ton, inp the course of which ceremony the 
Lord Keeper gave the first symptom of 
what was chiefly occupying his mind, by. 
introducing his daughter as << his wife, 
I-ady Ashton*" 

Lucy bhishedj the Marquis looked sur- 

vol.. n. I 
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prised at the extremely Juvenile appearaniee^ 
of his ho9tess» and the Lord Keeper mith 
diffiotflty rallied himself no far as to €x- 
plain. '^ I should have said my daughter^ 
my lord } but 4be truth is, that I saw X«ady 
AshtonV carriage enter the avenue sborti[y- 
after your lMdship% and** — — 

<< Make no apology, my lord,*' replied^ 
his noble guest j << let me entreat you wit) 
wait on your lady, and leave me to cultivate 
Miss Ashton's acquaintance. I am shocked 
my people should have taken precedeiK^eof 
our hoste^ at her own gate ; but your lord- 
ship is aware,, that I suppofed Lady Asbton 
was still in the south. Permit me to be^ 
seech you will waive ceremony, and hasten 
tQ welcome ^er." 

' This was precisely wt^at the Lord Keeper 
longed to do ; and he instantly profited by 
his lordship's obliging permission. Tp see 
Lady Ashton^ and encounter the fin^ burst 
of her displeasure in private, might prjspare 
her, in some degree, to receive her uawel- 
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eiufiie guests with due deconioK As her 
darriige, tlKsrefcnre,' stoppedf, the arm df the- 
attentive husband was ready to assist Lady 
jk^on in (Ssmotrnting. Looking as if she 
siLwinm not» flihe put Ins arm aside, and re-' 
qpiested ihsit of Captain Craigetigekt who 
stoo^ by the coach with his laced bat un^' 
der his arm, having acted as tavidiere ser^ 
viemitof or squire in attendance, during the 
journey* Talking hold of this respectable 
peraoni^ arm as if to sdpport her, Ladjr 
A^fafon traversed the court, tittering a word: 
or two by way of direction to the servants, 
but' not one tio Sir William, who in vam en* 
dMvoured to attract her attention, as he 
mther fi^owed ihaii accompanied her into 
the hall, in which they. found the Marquit 
m ^^Idse conversation with the Master of 
Ravenswood: Lucy had tsfk^ th e finiC 
opportunity of escaping. There was iMiJ 
barrassment on eviery countenance exci^pt 
that of the Marquis of A^^^^, fbr even- 
Craijgeikgelt's Impudence was hardly al^is 
to veil Ms fe^r of Aavenurood, and the 

S 



r&st f^ the iwkviraediiesfl o§ Ihe pvsUmt 
itt which t^ey'wfi^ t^ HsespeeteAjr 

: Aftca^ wasting a moment to be pietMitcdL 
by Sir WiKkm Albion^ the Mantra tea^ 
Yed to iiitfQdtice : Mfoadf. '^ Tiie Ii«!i^ 
Keeper" be aaU^ bomng to Lrnb^ iUilrtaa^ 
<f«l)a9 jiiaft intfediioed ti> me^ bb dai^thter 
s» b^ ivifl>-rhe might v^ eofAys^ pttluBt 
LMy AiMen a&rhia daugl^er^ so litde 
abte di^DBt from what 1; remtrnhn^beE 
yeart «iPce-*^Wi}i ibe peraat an oU »n 
qnma^awa tbe fHovtffge of a gtieiit?'' 
.lie 9abited tbe ladjr w^ looigMd i^ 
grace- to ^[>pf ebe»2 a repiila^ aad^ tibeo 
prweedBd'^f^ Tbi9f Lady AshttM, ia a 
peacf^iaakifig visit, aad. thefefivq hpn^ 
^iii0m^ te: totreduce my c&mnp tbe^ jomg 
MiMef of BaranawoDd, to yoiur fiiim»aUa 

Jkai^ A^bAoo ooidd not ehuae but eaw^ 
taqr ( facit jOiace waa in )her obeiaaMe tt 
ain of httiightiiieia i^proacbiiig to oon; 
taaipliwu9 Mpidse.^ BavensvmMl oouUroot 



-Ame but bow ; but hk odMiler returned 
the mtatn wikh wkidi be had been greeted. 
*< Allow mt»^* she said^ *< to present to 
ymasc letdsfaip «y friend/' Crtigengelt^ witli 
Hks forward impodence wbich men of hii 
<at mistake fn mae^ madb j> iliditig bMT 
t# (he Mar(}uis» wfaidi be ^aeed b^ n 
fleiurbii <tf Ma gbkUlaeed %at. The lady 
«wbeil to ber hu^bincU-^' Y<nr aekl I, Sin 
SffMimor' tdie safd,r ^nd ihese wete tbe A«t 
;gmrds she had addressed to bim^ «< hav% 
acqoired 4iem acq^aifttaiiees sitieei we park;- 
iscl««-Jet me iatroducc! the ftcquiiiitioii ^ 2 
bAire iiiMte to mine ^-^ CaptaiM Craigew 
gelt." 

, Anotfaar bow» add another flourish' of 
tbe goldi-laced hat, which was retur^d by 
tbe Lord Keeper without intimation of 
foraier reoegnttioiiy and with that serf of 
anxious readiness, which intimated his wisb^ 
that peace and amnesty should take plaqe 
betwhit the contending parties^ indiiding 
tbe auxiliaries on both sides. *< jLet me in- 
' trodtice jcm to the Itfaster of RavdRSwettjd/' 
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nmA he to Captain Croigeogrit, Mlomag 
up tbe same aimcable aysteaa* Bui ibe 
Jf aster drew op; his tall form to the foU 
exteot of his height, ami without S0 nindi 
aa looking tawards'^the person thna mti» 
dtfced to htfoi. he said^ in a mad&ed tcme, 
f Captain Cratgengelt -aod^I are alceadj 
peipfeetly well ac^iiAinted vi& each c^kerw^ 
'. ^< Perfecfcly-t-perfectly/' Kptied the 6sp« 
la&iy in a. nramblinig^ tone» like thai of^ 
doid>k echo, and with a floiiriah of h«i hi^ 
the circunrference of which was greal^ 
»bridged» ccmpated with those whisjk. hid 
so e<in]udlf gnw^ed his introducfionita'tha 
Marquis and the Lord Keeper. r >^ 

Ixickhard, foIh>wed by th^ee menkh». 
now entered with wine and refcesfataientsi 
ndiid) it was. the &stuon to ofifer as a whet 
before dinner ;. and when they were placed 
before the guests. Lady Aditoni made « 
apolagy for withdrawing her husband Tram 
|hem for some minntes upon boatness of 
special import. The Marquis, of course, 
i'fqaeiited htx ladyship wouU lay Imseif 
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^mder 'n> restnuiit; and-Craigeogelt, bolt- 
mg with speed a second glass of racy ca» 
iaary, • hasteded to leave the room, feeling 
430 great pleasure m the prospect of beittg 
^feft aleiie with tlie Mar qiHJSi : of A ■■ ■ and 
the Master of Ravetiswood y the presence 
cf the former holdiog him. in awe^.and.that 
'of ti» ktter in bodily terror. 
t- Some avrangemeiits about his horse and 
^li»^%g«ge fornwd die pretext for his^ sudden 
MtreaC, in which he perseiisered, alth(Migh 
ILady AahtcN^ gave Lockhard orders to be 
iCflkf^ftil most pajrtieulaiiy ta accommodate 
fiiqiUia CIraigengelt with all the attend- 
ance which be could possibly requife. The 
iMwquia and the Master of Ravens wood 
wera thus left to communicate ta each 
'Mjier .their remarks afK)n the rece^ion 
.whicih they had met with, while Lady 
^hton led the way» and her lord followed 
somewhat like a crnidemsed' criminal, to 
J^r iadyi^jp'a dresmng-room. 

So soon as the spouses had both entered^ 
her ladyship gtxe way to that fierce aiid«ci« 



"200 TALES or m I.Ain>L<»tD« 



ty of tempa-, which she bod with difiiccdtjr 
suppressed, out of respect to sppearancea. 
She shut the door behind the alarmed Lofd 
Keeper, took the key out of the spriag'- 
lock, -and with a countenance which yoxn 
%ud not bereft of its haughty charms, ami 
eyes which spoke at once restdutiOD and 
resentment, she addressed her astounded 
husband in these words :.•*«** My lord^ I am 
not greatly surfmsed at the connecfciov 
you have been pleased to form during my 
sabsence — they are entirely itt contbrmily 
with your iHrtk and breeding ; and if I dii 
expect any thing else, I heartily own Biy 
error^ and that i merit, by having dmtt 
so, the disappointment you bad pr^sred 
for me." 

^ My dear Lady Ashton-^my dear 
Eleanor," said the Lord Keeper, ^^ listen 
to reason for a moment, and I wilt con- 
vince you I have acted with all the regasd 
due to the dignity, as well as the interert 
of my family." 
*^ To the interest q£ yow famii j | coa- 
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ca<^e you perfectly 6«pttble d£ atteod&ig/f' 
:«sgtam^^ the indignant kdy, ^ and eVetP 
to the dignity of your family also— Bot atf 
Hiine happens to* h& inextricds^y invdltted 
tvitb it; yw wUI ^j^etrse tne if I diU$e %& 
give my ofrt ftttcntion so far as thath^ccnw 

^ <* What \niyld you havey Lady Ask^ 
tott^r said tbe hlisbjiftd-^^' What isr it tbst 
displeases you? Why is it, that oh your re^ 
ttun ^£tkt 86 Icmg an abs^ace^ I am arrkign- 
ed in this manneij?'' ' 

<< Adt ycHif own conscience, , Sir Wit* 
Yttsmy what has ptrompted you to beeomct 
a renegade to your political pUi^ty and opi* 
^idnSi atid'ldd you^ for what I know, to 'be 
QQ the point of marrying' your only dau^i 
ter to ab^^arly jaeobite bankrapiv tk^^in^ 
veterate enemy 0f yoor fisimily to the boot.' 
. <• Why, whaty in the name- of cornmoh 
flsnse a^d commiHr civility, would you hatfa 
me do, madam ?" answered her husterid-^ 
«< Is it possible fiwr me,* with oi*dinai^y de- 
<ce«C3v to tw^ ^' young genti^maH' eut d 

I 2 



my houae^ who saved my daughter's^ life 

aod* my awn, but the other mof ning; as it 

were?* 

. «<^ Saved your life L k have beard c^ Uiat 

story^'* said the lady~>^* the Lord Keeper 

was scared by a dun covr and he takesjthe 

young fellow who killed her for Guy of 

Wafwickt-f^-any butcher from Haddii^[t^ 

mny soon have an e^pud /claim on your 

bwpitaUty." 

. <^.Lady Ashjbon»'^ stammered the Keepei^ 

<* this is intplerable'--and when I am desi-* 

soiiSt tOQt/to mi^fco you.essy by ^oy sacri* 

ioe— »if you. would^Mt^ ^^U me wbat.yj^Uji 

would be at.** 

*« Go dawn»< jfco. your guesti^'' Mi^ the 
impious daBie> ^ and make your apolof|r 
to Rav€mwood» that the aitrival of Captaia 
Craigeogelt and some other ftiends, rendem 
|fe impoisiUe for you to oflfer him lodgis^ 

afc the castle*<-^I expect young Mr JBUystffA 
ofBueUawiT 

■y.V Good IieaveiM»:9UMi«^!'* ^cul^t^ 
ker biubaad*— ^ lUvenswood to* ^ve pla^ 



''^.^» ^ 
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to Craigengelt, a coiQiiioki gambler and an 
inferiDer !--—it was all- 1 could do t6 foibear 
desiring the fellow to get out of my house» 
imd I was much surprised to see him in 
yi)ur 4 ady ship's train.*' 

^* Sidce you saw him tliere^ you might 

tfe wdil assured/' answered this meek help- 

nmte, ** that he was proper sdetety. As to 

this Ravensw6od» he odly meets wkfa- the 

treatment which, to my certain know- 

4e(%e, he gave t<^ a tniieh vakied friend 

t^^mine, who had the misfortune to be his 

! guest some time since.^ But take your re* 

' scjution ; §6t^ if ftavfenawood does ncrt^ult 

the house, 1 will.**. 

' Sir WilHam Aafiton {iaqed up^md dftwn 
^llfe: apartment far the m<Mil^4iBtres3ing afp* 
tation^ feai*^ «nd i^anhie, afi# anger ccMOi* 
teodi ng a^inst : the babititai defiEtletiise be 
i.in the uf^ of rendering to his Uiijr. 
length it endedf aa is usual witli timid 
minds placed in such circumstance% in hia 
adopting a mernHhUfrminef a middle ttiea* 
Han. /"m ^ -•'■ '^- ■ "^ '--'^ ^"■■. :.■ 
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«< I tell you frMkly, madam, I neither 

<»an nor will be gaiky of ttve iseivittty yon 

propose to the Master of RarenawoodN^ 

he has pot desenred it at my hand* If yon 

v^ill be so unreasonaMe as to insult a man 

^f quality under your own roof, I cannot 

prevent you^ but I will not at teast be the 

'agent in siidi a preposterous proceeding.* 

<^ You will not i^ i»ked tbe lady. 

^* No, by Hoav»!is, madam^" her hcnband 

' replied ; ^ ask me^Mything eongroent with 

^<!ommon decency » as to drop his sKsjuaial- 

anee by degreeSi op the like — but to hid 

' him leave my house, is what I witt not, and 

cannot consent to.'* 

«« Tfreir the task of' snpponting^ the ho- 
t ttour of the fiimitly^ will fait on me,, as itfaas 
- ^en"' done before,'^ said tfa^ lady. . 
' She sat dcywn, and hastily 'wrote a ftw 
'Ifnea. The Lord' K^eeper madis another 
• ^^rt to prevent her takings a step^ao>deeip 
> sive, just as she opened the doot ta cdl 
***her f^m»le attendattft frm^; the anti^ciionl. 
<< Think what you are doing, Lady .AriU 



^dn-*you are making a mortal enemy of a 
youBg man, who is like to have the meaWB 
of harming us" 

**• Didr yow ever ktiow a Dimglas who 
Jbared anr enemy ?'' answered the lady do0- 
temptuously. 

^^Ay, but he is as proud and TtndJelwe 
fts an hundred Douglasses^ and a» bmidn^ 
dsvils to boot* Think ^ k tor sc tig(lA 

^ ** Not fer- another moment^'^ answei^d 
ct^lady-;*^*' here, Mrs Patutto, give tiikf 

billet to young Ravenswood." 
< ^ T® the Master, madam?' saiU Mrs 

Fatuilo. 

^ Ay, to the Masteiv ^ y<w call hi«i 



ao.'* 



: «* 1 wada myr hands o£ it eftdweiy,**^ said 
^iim KSeeper f <^ andt I shall' g& dmmi i&to 
:4\m gardenv soidi see that Jardine gamers 
I th» winter firuiffop the dessert"^ 

•*' Do^ sov?' said IJhe lady,- looking after 

liim with looks of infinhe conl^mpt ; ^ j|nd 

(thank. God tfeat y0a^ lea^^ one* beJ^ocf 'you 



M it to protect- the hohour of th^ fansify; 
n jrou are to look alter pippins and pears/* 
The Lord Keeper remained long enough 
in tlie garden to gWt her ladyt^hip'is nrine 
time to exploie, and to let, a& he though^ 
at least the 6rst violence of Ravenswood^ 
displeasufe blow over. When he elitered 
lite hally he found Ute Marquis of A — ^ 
giving^ orders to some of his 



He seemed in high displeasure, lAid inteii^ 
rapted an apolc^y whieh Sir William had 
^^mmeiiced^ £cMr having left bis loiidsliip 
alone* 

•* J presume. Sir William^ yoa are fid 
stranger to this singular billet with which 
my kinsman of Rafenl^wood ^ erispbasia 
on the word mp) has been favoured.bgr 
jBOur lady~4ind, of course, that you are 
firepared to receive ihy adteus«^l(fy kiiUM 
man is already gone, hiivkig thought it 
imneeessary to*4iffer any on his purt, SMMe 
. all former civilities havie been canceled 
by this stngutar insult.'' 

f%l^t&tmtt A)r lord," said Si( 1iailiMk» 
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holding the toilet 10 hi&hafid, '^lamiiofc 
j^ivy tq the contents of this: letter, i 
koow Lady Asbtoo is a warm4eni{)ered 
and pi^adiced woman^ and I am sincerelj 
sorsy ^ any ofience th^ has been givea 
or takm; but I hope your lordsUp wiU 
fonakier t^iat a lady*' — ^ 

*< ShcHild bear herself towards ptrsotti 
€f Ik; c^iain rank with the breeding of 
cm,"^ said the Marquis^ completing the 
half-uttered sentence^ 

<f Truet mf lord," said the unfortunate 
Keeper ; <« but Lady Ashton is still a wo* 

<< And as such, iiietjiinlifig'' aaidtbe Mm^ 
q^uisy again interrupting him, *< should be 
taught the duties which, correspond to htf 
sUitioo. B^ here sho comes, and I mU 
iearn from het own mouth .the reason of 
this extraordinary and unexpected affirool 
ofiered to my near relation, while botb^ bo 

« 

imd I were her ladyditp's guests.!' 
Lady Ashton accordii^ty entssed tjh# 

ypartncnt tt tbis mooient. Her ^»fui» 
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^Mlii Sir Williainr wd a mi&seqpiiiit iater- 
i&evr wtd) her daughter, had ndt prevent- 
id her fpom attending to the duties of her 
toilettes- She appeai^ed in full dtetss ; aod^ 
from the cbaradter df her cMoteBaade and 
iteanner, well became the spkiadow witb 
which ladies of quaiity thdn appeased m% 
Madr oocasioiiSto 

The Marquis of A-*^-^* bowed hau^t^ 
ly^ aiid she retarned th€i saltrte Witii ekpnl 
pride and distance of desKianeur^ He then 
td0k fhnn: fche passive band of Sir William 
Aflflitontfae billet be had givfiR Ima the mo^ 
raent before he approached the lady, a»d 
W&& about to speak, when ahe idteumptr 
eil hittK '<" I . perceive, my Idrdi^ you iffe 
aboiit to enter upon Mb unpleasant subje^ 
I a«i sdri^ B,«f sueh should hm^ occiAf red 
a^ thivs time, to intearispt^ in the s%bte8ii 
degree, the respectfui reoeptios^dise to 
f0»m kwdihip^biit so it is.<«^Mr Edgar Ra-^ 
venswood,. for whom I have addieased the 
billet iir yonr lardshifi^s hand, has ai>uaed 
the hospitadlty 6t thie famify, .and Sir WiU 
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Ham AAtmn'B soRxmsr oi Umper^^ in. ardor 
to seduce a yMBg perfoa ioto engage- 
meitts mth&ikt hec pumfa* coMeaft» and of 
which tbejr never can uppMvt^'' t 

Both geDtltman answered at ot^oit^*^ 

<« M J ksfmnn k lacapaMtf' aatf the 

Lord Mariplis.^ ' 

*^ I am confident that my daugbier 
jLocy 1!^ stiU Mort i]lo^»aUe'^--«ii-«bid the 
liOid Keepetr 

, Lady Ashton at omse tntertnptedr and 
iiepHed to them beth,***^^ My Lad Mar- 
qui<d, yonr ktaHnaBy if Mr Ravetttnood h^ 
itieie honour to be so^ has made this attempt 
"prtnttly to aeeore the affectkms of tliii 
yoiai^ and ineaperkBctd gir!«*--Sir Wil- 
Y^mk Asfatottt yi^r daughter bu been sioi- 
pie enough to give more encouiagement 
than she ought to have done. to so very 
impr^iper a suitor." 

^ AikI I think, madam," said the Lord 
Keeper, losing his accustomed temper a^ 
patienoe^ ^ thrt if yoa had nothing better 



) 



to tdt usi yoa ImuI batter hiiw fcqpt tbtf 
fiunily secret to yourself also.'*' ^ r 

'.. ^ You wiU pardon me, Sir Wittiam,^ 
99iA the litdyt ei^nly f '^the noble Mir- 

-fuis tos a right to know the cause ^oC tiie 
ireatmeni I have found ii neassarjr td-use 
to a gentleaian whom be odfa; bis l^tood* 



^ it is^ a Gou^'^ inuttor^ the Locd 
K/eeper, << wbiefa has emerged »tiee%tho'e^ 
Iwl.has taketL place yfWf ifit eidsts jit^att, 
I ain surfe ahe knew notkiag of it when 
ber- letter to Ravens wood was wntten.'^ ^ 
«f It is the firrtikne that i have basri 
of tbis,^ siud the Marquis; '< but asaee 
fow ladyship has tabled fa sublet no^dcii- 
cate, permit me to say/tbM mykimmmilB 
birth i^nd coonec^ionsr^ entitled bim^to a 
patient bearii^,' and^ at leat^ a civil acib- 
8al» even in case of his being so ao^Ckms 
as to raise hts eyes' to tbr Amghtea-'of Sir 
WilHaoi Afiht(m«'^ * 

. <^ You ivill rearikct, Bi^ lord^ of ^b&t 
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Uood Jd&» Laoy:'A^(an \» coiAe I^ th4 
mother's side/' said the lady* ' 

^^I do rememfaeir your des^ttit^frotft a 
^iloger branch <^f the house of Angub^'' taid 
the lfafqui&~*< ai^ your kifyship.-«4brgtvd 
me, lad]r*^4Might not to^forget that thO'Ris^ 
vviaswoods imvie thrice kiterinarried witik 
the main* branch. Come» madam-^I kno# 
bMrinnttetis^ ^batid^'^-old a&d long fi)stered 
preJMKHees are difficult to get oVtr--*I aiak^ 
^ery allowance ftir them-^I hx^%^ no^ 
nod I would nsA hnire snfibred. my kin». 
matt to depart alone, expelled, in a/mam 
0er« from thkf boBse-*^but i had hopes of 
being a mediator. Jt am sUll imwilUng < to 
leave you in angci^-and shall not ^t for* 
wand tjill. after noon, as I rejoin the Mastet 
of Ravenswood upon tiie road a few miles 
irom hence* Let us talk oirw. this, maltter 
moi^ eoolly/* 

«* It is wlmt I anxiously deisare, my 
lord," said Sir William A^hton, eagerty; 
^ Lady ^hton, we will not permit my 
Lord of A->«-*-^ to leave us in displeasure. 



W^ must cqmpd faibi to tafrj d&uimr wk 
the castle/' 

- ;'< The caskley" said tbe lady« '' add all 
that k €attt*ios> aite^ At tht ooanNiad tsf 
itbe Marqpiti so Imig ia he ^iises td fao- 
lUHir it with his t^cheaceH««4wt tducluii^ 
jk!hi& ftrtiier dkeuasioa of tibna^ dnigre^diie 

tepicf'-^— 

.^« Paxdoa me^ gptod madaoit'' snd the 
Idai^qaia ; << but I caaMt&t allow you to i» 
press any hasty lesdlution ob a subject so 
important. I see that more cdmpaay 19 sa^ 
mkig ; and since I have the gipod fyrtam 
to renew my fiMrmer ac^uMHtance widi 
Lady Ashtodi I hope she wHi giva. flitf 
leave to avoid p^rillisg v^bkt I-pftze^ so 
highly upon any disagreeaUe street of 
discustton^^-^ least, till we have taiSced 
over xfio^e agreeable topies*^ 

The lady smiled, courtsied, and gssve 
her hand to the Marquis, by whom, with 
alt the formal gallantry of the tfane^ which 
did dot permit the guest to tuck the lady 
of the house under the ar^i, as-a^ ifustic duel 
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his sweetheart at a wake, she was ushered 
to the eating-room* 

Here they were joined by Bucklaw, 
Craigeogelt, and other neighbours, whom 
the Lord Keeper had previously invited to 
meet the Margiiis #f A t i- ■ ^ »> An apology, 
founded upon a slight' indisposition, was 
alleged as aa exense for tiie dtasence of 
Miss Ashton^ nAfose seit appeared unoc- 
cupied. The entertainment was splendid 
to profi)siQQ« ^nd was protracted till i late 
hour. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

* \ * 

Yet be^er tbiD Bupe 0VII ; 
He shared bis exile with his matc^ 
^ Tm banished forth alone. 

' . • • 

I WILL nol attempt to deacrflbe the mix- 
ture of iodtgnation and regret with whi^ 
Ravens wood left die seat which had be* 
longed to his ancestors. The terms in 
which Lady Ashton's biHet was couched 
rendered k impossible for him, witiiont 
being deficient in that spirit of which he 
perhaps had too much, to remain an in- 
stant longer within its walls. The Mar- 
quis wlio had his share in the afiirottt, wa^ 
neiFertheless, ttiU willing to make some ef^ 



i- 



fbrts at condKatiofi. He therefore suffered 
his kinsman to depart alone, making him 
promise, however, that he would wait for 
him at tiie small inn called the Tod*8-hole, 
situated, as our readers may be pleased to 
recollect, half way betwixt Ra venswood 
Castle and WolTs Crag, and about five 
Scottish miles distant from each. Here 
the Marquis proposed to join the Master 
of Ravenswood, either that night or the 
next morning. His own feelings would 
have induced him to have left the castle' 
directly, but he was loth to forfeit; with- 
out at least one- eibrt, the sidvantages 
wHi^h he bad proposed frms his visit to* 
the Lord Keeper ;- md the Master of Ra- 
va^swaod was, even in the very heat of 
bis resentment, unwiBing to foreclose any 
chance of reconciliation which might arise^' 
out of the partiality wfaith Sir WiHiam Ash- 
ton had tdie wo towards him, as well' as the 
interceiM>ry arguments of his noble kins* 
man. He himself ijitparted witifoot a mior* 



v^nt% delajT) farmer than v^wnwessary^ta 
q»ake thin arraogeiaeiit 

At first be spurred his borsp 8(t a quick 
pace tbror^h an aKCjaue of the park^ fis if, 
l^ rapidity of motion* he could stuf ify the. 
qoofttsioa of feeliqg» with which he was* 
a^ledf But as the r^ad gnw wilder 9XfA: 
more; se^afs^red^. and . wh^n the- trees bad 
hidden the turrets ^f the caade^ he gcadu- 
all}^ slackened his pace^ as if to indulge; 
tlie painful refieiE^ticps ^hich. 1^ had ia 
vftin qndeav^ured' to v^ress^ The p^tbria 
^hich he found . faim^ejif led him to the 
Mermaiden's Fountain,, and to the cc^ts^ 
of. Alice I ai^ . the &tal influence wbiph 
i^Uferatitipus belief attached to the fonpier 
9ff>\^ aa well as &e^aio^tion% which had 
l^n in vain offfced;tP him by the inhabit* 
^a^ p£ the latter* foro^ tl\e^a»selyes upon 
bia m^moety* y Old si^ws speak ti:u|l|,7 iie 
said to himself i ^* and the Mecmaiden's 
Well baa. in^SQd witnessed the. last apt^f 
ta^hness of tlie > b^ of BavenfwoocUr: 
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Alice spoke w^ell/' he contioui^d; ^< and I 
am in the situation which she fbretold-^or 
rather J am more deeply dishonoured— » 
. not the dependent and ally of the destroy^ 
of' my father's house, as the old sybil pre^ 
Baged, but the degraded Wretch^ who has 
aspired to hold that subordinate character, 
and has been rejected with disdain." 

We are bound to tell the tale as we have 
received it $ and^ considering the distance 
of the time, and {)ropensity of thosie through 
whose mouths it has passed to the fnarvei- 
lous, this could not be calied a Scottish story, 
unless it manifested a tinge of Scottish su« 
perstition* As Ravenswood approached 
the solitary fountain, he rs( said to have met 
with th6 following singular adventure:*— 
His horse, which w&ts moving slowly for« 
ward, suddenly interrupted its steady and 
composed pace, snorted, i^eered^ and; though 
ur^ged by the spur, refu&ed to proceed, as if 
some object of terror had suddenly present- 
ed itself. On Itokiog to the fountain, Ra- 

VOL. II. K 
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venswood discerned a female figure^ dress- 
ed in a white, or rather greyish mantle, 
placed on the very spot on which Lucy 
Ashton had k*eclined while listening to the 
fatal tale of love. His immediate impres- 
sion was, that she had conjectured by which 
path he would traverse the park on his de- 
parture, and placed herself at this weli- 
known and sequestered place of rendez- 
vous, to indulge her own sorrow and his 
in a parting interview. In this beli^ he 
jumped from his horse, and, making its 
bridle fast to a tree, walked hastily to- 
wards the fountain, pronouncing eagerly, 
yet under his breath, the words, <' Miss 
Ashton ! — Lucy !'* 

The figure turned as he addressed it, and 
displayed to his wondering eyea the fea- 
tures, not of Lucy Ashton, but of old blind 
Alice. The singularity of her dress, which 
rather resembled a shroud than the garment 
of a living woman — the appearance of her 
person, larger, as it sbruck him, than it 
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usually seemed to be — above al^the strange 
circumstance of a blind, infirm, and decre- 
pit person being found at a distance from 
her habitation, (considerable if iier infirmi- 
ties be taken into account,) combined to 
impress him with a feeling of wonder ap- 
proaching to fear. As he approached^ she 
arose from her seat, held her shrivelled 
hand up as if to prevent his coming more 
near, and her withered lips moved, fast, 
although no sound issued from them. Ra- 
venswood stopped ; and as, after a mo- 
ment's pause, he again advanced towards 
her, Alice, or her apparition, moved or 
glided backwards towards the thicket, still 
keeping her face turned towards him. The 
trees soon hid the form from his sight ; 
and, yielding to the strong and terrific im- 
pression that the being which be had seen 
was not of this world, the Master of Ra- 

• 

venswood remained rooted to the ground 
whereon he bad stood when he caught his 
last view of her. At length, summoning 
up his courage, be advanced to the spot 
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on which the figure had seemed to be seal- 
ed ; but neither was there pressure of the 
grass, nor any other circumstance, to in- 
duce him to believe that what he had seen 
was real and substantial. 

Full of those strange thoughts and con- 
fused apprehensions which awake in the 
bosom of one who conceives he has wit* 
nessed some pi^ternatural appearance, the 
Master of Ravenswood walked back to- 
wards his horse, frequently however look* 
ing behind him, not without apprehension^ 
as if expecting that the vision would re- 
appear. But the apparition, whether it was 
real, or whether it was the creation of a 
heated and Agitated imagination, returned 
not again ; and he found hiB horse sweat- 
ing and terrified, as if experiencing that 
agony of fear, .with which the presence .of 
a supernatural being is supposed to agitate 
the brute creation. The Master mount* 
ed, and rode slowly forward, sootliing his 
horse from time to time, while the animal 
aeemed interdally to shrink and shudder^ 
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as if expecting some new object of fear at 
the opening of every glade* The rider, 
after a moment's consideration, resolved 
to investigate the matter further. *^ Can 
qpiy ejrea have deceived me/' he ^aid, *< and 
deceived me for such a space of time ?-— 
Or are this woman's infirmities but feigned. 
In order to excite compassion ? — And even 
Uien, her moticm resembled not that of a 
living and existing person. Must I adopt 
the popular creed, and think that the un- 
lui|^py being, has formed a league with the 
powers of darkness ?— f-I am determined to 
be resolved^:— I will not brook imposition 
even from my own eyes." 

In this uncertainty he rode up to the 
little wicket of Alice's garden. Her seat 
beneath the birch-^tree was vacant, thougb 
the day was pleasant, and the sun was high^. 
He approached the hut, and heard from 
within the sobs and wailing of a female. 
No answer was returned when he knocked, 
so that» after a moment's pause, he lifted 
the latch and entered. . It was indeed a. 
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house of solitude and sorrow. Stretched 
upon her miserable pallet lay the corpse of 
the last retainer of the house of Ravens- 
wood, who still abode on their paternal 
domains. Life had but shortly departed } 
and the little girl by whom she had been 
attended in her last moments was wringing| 
her hands and sobbing, betwixt childish 
fear and sorrow, over the body of her mis- 
tress. 

The Master of Ravenswood had some 
diflSoulty to compose the terrors of. the 
poor child, whom his unexpected appear- 
ance had at first rather appalled than com- 
forted ; and when he succeeded, the first 
expression which the girl used intimated 
that " he had come too late." Upon en- 
quiring the meaning of this expression^ 
he learned that the deceased, upon the 
first attack of the mortal agony, had sent a. 
peasant to the castle to beseech an inter- 
view of the Master of Ravenswood, and 
had expressed the utmost impatience foe 
his return. But the messengers of the 
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poor are tardy and negligent : th6 fellow 
kad noi reached the castle, as was after* 
wards learned, until Ravenswpod had lefl 
it, and had then found too much amuse* 
ment among the retinue of the strangers to 
return in any haste to the cottage of Alice. 
Meantime her anxiety of mind seemed to 
increase with the agony of her body ; and, 
to use the phrase of Babie, her only attend- 
ant, «* she prayed powerfully that she might 
see her master's son once more, and renew 
her warning,'* She died just as the clock 
in the distant village tolled one ; and Ra- 
venswood remembered, with internal shud- 
dering, that he had heard the chime sound 
through the wood just before he had seen 
what he was now much disposed to consi- 
der as the spectre of the deceased. 

It was necessary, as well from his respect 
to the departed as in common humanity to 
her terrified attendant, that he should take 
some measures to relieve the girl from her 
distressing situation. The deceased, he 
understood, had expressed a desire to be 
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l>Uried ia , a. solitary chur^h^yit^^Qear febe 
little iaa <)f t}iQ Tod's-hjOle, called tbe^ Her- 
^lUage, or more ooiDmonly. Amittage» in 
which lay interred some of theiUvenswood 
family, and opiany of tbeii? followers. Ba« 
yens wood conceived it his duty to gratify 
this predilection^ so commonly found ta 
exist among the Scottish peasantry, and 
dispatched Babie to the neighbouring vil. 
kge to procure the assistance of some fe«* 
males, assuring her that, in the meanwhile^ 
he would himself remain with the dead 
body, which, as in Thessaly of old,' it b 
accounted highly unfit to leave wi^out a 
watch. 

Thus, in the course of a quarter ef aa 
hour, or little more, he found himself sit- 
ting, a solitary guard over the inanimate 
corse of her, whose dismissed spirit, unless 
his eyes bad strangely deceived him, had so 
shortly before manifested itself before htm* 
Notwithstanding his natural courage, the 
Master was considerably affected by a con- 
currence of circumstanced so ^traordina^ 
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ry» ** She died expressing her eager desire 
to see me. Can it be, then," — was his na- 
tural course of reflection — " can strong 
and earliest wishes, formed during the lost 
agony of nature, survive its catastrophe,, 
surmount the awful bounds of the spiritual 

- world, and place before us its inhabitants 
in Uie'hues and colouring of life ?^— And 
why. was that manifested to the eye wbicb^ 
eould not unfold its tale to the ear ? — and 
wherefore should a breach be made in the 
laws of nature, yet its purpose remain un* 
known ?— Vain questions, which only death,^. 
when it shall iuake me like the pale and wi^ 
tiiered form before me, can ever resolve,'' • 
He laid a cjotb^ as he spoke, over the 
Hfeless face^ uj^on whose features h^ felt 
aawilling any longer to dwell. He then 

• took his place in an old carved oaken chair, 
ornamented with his own armorial bearings,, 
whiph AlicQ had contrived to appropriate 
to her owfi use in the pillage whicj^ took 
pl^e agiimg creditors, officers, domestics^ 
and m«s$enger0*of ti|a law, when his father 

k2 
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left Ravetiswood Castle for the last time* 
Thus seated^ he banished, as much as he 
could, the superstitious feelings which the 
late incident naturally inspired. His own 
were sad enough, without the exaggera- 
tions of supernatural terroi?, since he found 
himself transferred fr^m the situatioa of a 
successful lover of Lucy Ashton, and an 
honoured and respected friend of her &• 
theTi into the melancholy and solitaiy guar- 
dian of the abandoned and forsaken corpse 
of a common pauper*^ 

He was relieved^ however, from his sad 
office sooner than he could reasonably have 
expected, from the distance betwixt the hut 
of the deceased and the village, and the age 
and infirmities of three old women, wh» 
came from thence^ in military phrase, to 
relieve guard upon the body of the defunet 
On any other occasion the speed of these 
reverend sybils would have been much 
more moderate, for the first was eighty 
years of age and upwaids, the second was 
paralytic, and the third lame o£ a leg from^ 
some accident But the buriid duties ren«- 
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dered. to the deceased, are, to the Scotti^i * 
peasaat of either sex, a labour of love* 
I know not whether it is from the temper 
of the people, grave and enthusiastic as it 
certainly is, or from the recollection x>f the 
aneient catholic opinions, when the funeral 
rites were always considered as a period of 
festival to the living ; but feasting, good 
cheer, and even inebriety, were, and are, 
the frequent accompaniments of a Scottish 
old-fashioned burial. What the funeral 
feast, or dirgie^ as it is called, was to the 
men, the gloomy preparations of the dead 
body for the coffin were to the women. To 
stra^ht the contorted limbs upon a board 
used for that melancholy purpose, to array 
the corpse in clean linen, and over that in 
its woollen shroud, were operations com^ 
xnitted always to the old matrons of the vil- 
lage, and in which they found a singular 
and gloomy delight. 

The old women paid the Master their 
salutations with a ghastly smile, which re< 
minded him of the meeting betwixt MaQ« 
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beth and the witches on the Masted heath 
of Forres. He gave them some mcney, 
and recommended to them the charge of 
the dead body of. their contemporary, an 
office which they wilKngly undertook ^ inti- 
mating to him at the same time that he must 
leave the hut, in order that they might be- 
gin their mournful duties. Bavenswood 
readily agreed to depart, only tarrying to 
recommend to them due attenticm to the 
ix>dy, and to reeeive^ infiMrmation wher^ he 
was to find the sexton, or beadlet who had 

4 

in charge the deserted chureh^yard of the 
Armitage, in order to prepare matters for 
the reception of old Alice in the place of 
repose which she had ^ec ted for herself* 
<< Yell no be pinched to find out J<Ante 
Mortsheugh)'' said the elder sybil, and still 
her withered cheek bore a grisly smile"^ 
<< he dwells near the Tod's-hole, an house 
of entertainment where there has been 
mony a blithe birling*-^for death and drink- 
draining are near neigbbouss to atte am- 
then** 
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** 'Ay ! and that's e'en true, cummer/' 
said the lame hag, propping herself with a 
crutch which supported the shortnciss of 
her left leg, **' for I mind when the father 
of this Master of Ravenswood that is now 
standing before us, sticked young Black- 
hall with his whinger, for a wrang word 
said ower their wine, or brandy, or what 
not— he gaed in as light as a lark, and he 
came out with his feet foremost. I was at 
the winding of the corpse ; and when the 
hluid was washed off, he was a bonnie bouk 
of man's body.'* 

It' may be easily believed that this ill- 
timed anecdote hastened the Master's pur- 
jpose of quitting a company so evil-omened 
and so odious. Yet, while walking to the 
tree to which his horse was tied, and busy- 
ing himself with adjusting the girths of the 
saddle, he could not avoid hearing, through 
the hedge of the little garden, a conversa- 
tibti respecting himself, betwixt the lame 
woman and the octogenarian sybil. The 
pair had hobbled into the garden to gather 
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rosemary^ southern-wood, rue, and other 
plants proper to be strewed upon the body, 
and burned by way of fumigation in the 
chimney of the cottage. The paralytic 
wretch, almost exhausted by the journey, 
was left guard upon the corpse, lest witches 
or fiends might play their sport with it. 

The following low croaking dialogue was 
necessarily overheard by the Master of Ra- 
venswood : ^ " That's a fresh and full» 
grown hemlock^ Annie Winnie — ^mony a 
cummer lang syne wad hae sought nae bet- 
ter horse to flee over hill and how, through 
mist and moonlight, and light doun in the 
King of France's cellar." 

«*Ay, cummer! but the very dell has 
turned as bard-hearted now as the Lord 
Keeper, and the grit folk that hae breasts 
like whin-stane. They prick us and they 
pine us, and they pit us on the "pinny- 
winkles for witches j and, if I say my 
prayers backwards ten times ower, Satan 
will never gi'e me amends o' them." 

•• Did ye ever see the foul thief?" asked 
her neighbour. 
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*« Na !** replied the other spokeswoman ; 
<* but I trow I hae dreamed of him itaony 
a time, and I think the day will come 
they will burn me fori;. But ne'er mind, 
cummer ! we hae this dollar of the Mas- 
tei^s, and we'll send doun for bread and 
for aill, and tobaccoi and a drap brandy to 
burn, and a wee pickle saft sugar— and be 
there de'ily or nae de^il, lass, we'll hae a 
merry night o't." 

Here her leathern chops uttered a sort 
ol* cackling ghastly laugh, resembling, to a 
certain d^re^, the cry of the screech-owl. 

<* He is a frank man, and a free-hand* 
ed man, the Master," said Annie Winnie, 
*^ and a comely personage*— broad in the 
shouthers, and narrow around the lungies 
--^he wad mak a bonnie corpse— I wad 
like to hae the streaking and winding o' 
him.'' 

*« It is written on his brow, Atinie Win- 
nie," returned the octogenarian, her com* 
panion, <' that hand of woman, or of man 
either, will never straughtliim— dead- deal 
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will never be laid to his back — make you 
your market of that, for I hae it frae a sure 
hand." 

*^ Will it be his lot to die on the battle- 
grcnind then, Ailsie Gourlay ?^ — Will he die 
by the sword Of the ball, as his forbears^ 
hae dune before him mony ane o' them ?"* 

** Ask nae raair questions about it — ^htfll 
no be graced sae far," replied the sage. 

^ I ken ye are wiser than ithex fdlk^. 
Ailsie Gourlay — But wha lell'd ye this*?* 

<< Fashna your thuriib about that, An- 
nie Winnie,'*^ answered the sybil — ** I haia 
it frae a hand sure aneugh." 

*« But ye said ye never saw the foul 
thief," reiterated her inquisitive compa- 
nion. 

^< I hae it frae as sure a hand,''' said AiU 
&ie, '^ and from them that spaed his fortune 
before the sark gaed ower bis head." 

<< Hark ! I bear his horse's feet riding 
off,'' said the other ; ^ they dinoa sound $a 
if good luck was wi' them." 

^* Mak haste^ airs," cried the paralytic 
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liag: from tbe cotkage^ '* aiid let uft do what 
ia aeedfu\ and say what is fitting ; for» i£ 
the dead corpse binna straughted^ it will 
giro and tbraw, and that . wiU fear the best 
of us." 

Raveoswood was now out of heariag^ 
He despised most of die ordimiry prfju- 
dioes about witchcraft, omens, and vatici* 
nation, to which his age and country stillr 
g^ve auch implicit credit, that, to express. 
a doubt of theiti^ was accounted a crime 
equal to tbe unbelief of Jews or Saracens ; 
he knew also that the prevailing belief coa-^ 
oerning witches, operating upon. the hypo** 
chondriac habits of those whom^ age, infir* 
ixiity, and poverty rendered liable to sus-r 
picioo, ^nd enforced by the fear of deaths 
4Dd the {>angs of the most cruel tortures,, 
often extorted those confessions which en- 
cumber and disgrace tbe criminal records, 
of Scotland during the ; seventeenth ceu* 
tury. But the vision oi* tliat morning, 
whether real or imaginary, had impressed 
his mind with a superstitious feeling which 
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he in viia endeavoured to shake off The 
nature of the business which awaited him 
at the little inn, called Tod's-hole^ where 
he soon after arrived, was not of a kind to 
restore his spirits. 

It was necessary he should see Mort^ 
sheugh, the sexton of the old burial-ground 
at Armitage, to arrange matters for the fu- 
neral of Alice ; and as the man dwelt near 
the place of her late residence, tKe Master, 
after a slight refreshment; walked towards 
the {dace where the body of Alice was 
to be deposited. It was situated in the 
nook formed by the eddying sweep of a 
stream, which issued from the adjoining 
bills. A rude cavern in an adjacent rock, 
which, in the interior, was cut into the 
shape of a cross, formed the hermitage, 
where some Saxon saint had in ancient 
times done penance, and given name to 
the place* The rich Abbey of Colding- 
hame had, in latter days, established a 
chapel in the neighbourhood, of which no 
vestige was npw visiUe, though the church* 
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yard which surrounded it, was still, as up-^ 
on the present occasion, used for the inter- 
ment of particular persons. One or two 
shattered yew-trees still grew within the 
precincts of that which had once been holy 
ground. Warriors and barons, had been 
buried there of old, but their names were 
forgotten, and their monuments demolish- 
ed. . The only sepulchral memorials which 
remained, were the upright head-stones 
which mark the grave of persons of an in- 
ferior rank. The abode of the sexton was 
a solitary cottage adjacent to the ruined 
wall of the cemetery, but so low, and ha- 
ving its thatch, which nearly reached the 
ground, i:overed with such a crop of grass, 
fog, and house leeks, that it resembled an 
overgrown, grave. On enquiry, however, 
Ravenswood found that the man of the 
last mattock was absent at a bridal, be- 
ing fiddler as well as grave-digger to the 
vicinity. He therefore retired to the little 
inn, leaving a message that early next 
morning he would again call for the per- 
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son^ whose double occupation connectecl 
him at once with the house of mourning 
9nd the hou« of feasting. 

An outrider of the Marquis arrived at 
Tod*s«hole shortly after, with a message 
intimatiiig that his master would join R^ 
iFenswood at that place on the following 
morning ; and the Master, who would other- 
wise, bavs. proceeded to his old retreat at 
Wolffs Crag, remained there accordingly,, 
to give the mteting to. bia noble kinsman.. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Stnnlei, Has this fellow no feeling of bis business — ^he sio^ 

at grave making. 
Horatio* Castom bath made it in him a property of easiness. 
HamUU *Ti& e'en ao, the hand of little ea^loyn^At faalh tbe 
daintier senses 

SlIAKESPEARlt. 

The sleep of Ravenswood was broken 
by ghastly and agitating visions, and his 
iK^aking intervals disturbed by melancholy 
reflections on the past, and painful antici- 
pations of the future. He was perhaps the 
only traveller who ever slept in that miser*, 
able kennel without complaining of his 
lodgings, or feeling inconveniences from 
their deficiencies. It is when " the mind 
is free the body*s delicate.* Morning, 
however, found the Master an early riser, 
in hopes that the fresh air of the dawn 
might afford the refreshment which night 
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had refused him. He took his way to- 
wards th^ solitary burial-groundi which lay 
about half a mile from the inn. 

The thin blue smoke^ which already be« 
gan to curl upward, and to distinguish the 
cottage of the living from the habitation 
of the deady apprized him that its inmate 
had returned and was stirring. According- 
ly^ on entering the little church-yard, he 
saw the old man labouring in a half-made 
grave. My destiny, thought Ravenswood, 
seems to lead me to scenes of fate and of 
death ; but these are childish thoughts, and 
they shall not master me. I will not again 
suffer my imagination to beguile my senses. 
—The old man rested on his spade as the 
Master approached him, as if to receive 
his commands, and as he did not immedi- 
ately speak, the sexton opened the discourse 
in his own way. 

^' Ye will be a wedding customer, sir, I'se 
warrant.** 

*• What makes you think so, friend ?* re- 
plied the Master* 
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" 1 live by twa trades, sir/* replied the 
biy the old man ; ^ fiddle, sir, and spade ; 
filling the world, and emptying of it ; and 
I suld ken baith cast of customers by head- 
mark in thirty years practice." 

•* You are mistaken, however, this morn- 
ing,'* replied Ravenswood. 

«' Am I i*' said the old man, looking 
keenly at him, <^ troth and it may be ; 
since, for as brent as your brow is, there is 
somethibg sitting upon it this day, that is as 
near akin to death as to wedlock. Weel, 
weel, the pick and shovel are as ready to 
your order as bow and fiddle.** 

" I wish you,** said Ravenswood, " to 
look after the decent interment of an old 
woman, Alice Gray, who lived at the Craig, 
foot in Ravenswood Park." 

«« Alice Gray! blind Alice!** said the 
sexton; << and is she gane at last? that's 
another jow of the bell to bid me be ready. I 
mind when Habbie Gray brought her down 
to this land ; a likely lass she was then, and 
looked ower her southland nose at us a*« I 
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trow her pride got a do^wrome. :Awi is 

she e'en ganef" . * . - . » . ' - 

*« She died yesterday," said Raven$wood I 

«*and desired to be buried herei beside her 
husband ; you will know where hc,Ue$, w 

doub^" 

«« Ken where he lies?" answered the^x^ 
ton, with nations^l indirection df response 
V I ken where a' body lies, that lies here* 
But ye were speaking o' her grave ?-»— Lord 
help us — it's no an ordinar grave tlmt wHl 
baud her in, if a> trwe that folks s^d ef 
Alice in her auld days ; and if I gae to six 
feet deep, and a warlock's grave sboukloa 
\fe an inch mair ebb, or h^r aip lri*ch 
cuixinaerf. would soon whirl heir out erf her 
shroud for a' their auld acqu}Lintanc&^--cind 
be't six feet, or be*t three, wh^'s, tp pay 
the making, o't, I pray ye ?" _ • 

« I will pay that, my frfeqd^ »iid aU 
other reasonablf^ cfaargjes." 

<< Reasonable qharg^^T said the. sexton; 
«< ou, there's g2:ouiid*n9iii)^ an^ betlwaiMer, 
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(though the belles broken nae doubt) and 
the kist» and my day's wark, and my bit fee, 
and some brandy and aill to the drigie — I am 
no thinking that you can inter her, to ca' 
decently, under saxteen pund Scots." 

^ There is the money, my friend/' said 
Ravensw(>od, «*and something over. Be 
sure you know the grave.'* 

" Ye'll be ane o' her English relations, 
Tse warrant," said the hoary man of skulls ; 
•* I hae heard she married far below her 
station ; it was very right to let her bite 
on the bridle when she was living, and 
its very right to gte her a decent burial 
now she's dead, for that's a matter o' credit 
to yoursell rather than to her. Folk may 
let their kindred shift for thetnsells when 
they are alive, and can bear the burthen of 
their ain misdoings ; but it is an unnatural 
thing to let them be buried like dogs, when 
a' the discredit gangs to the kindred — 
What kens the dead corse about ft ?" 

•* You would not have people neglect 
their relations on a bridal occasion neither," 

VOL. II, L 



349 TikjbBs Of m hAuaiMSLfi. 

said Raveoswood^ who wasr aoused wkh 
(iieprofies$k>QaI liiaitataan of tbs gr^eclag« 

The old maa- cast uptbiashfi|Kgrey cjies 
with a sikWvA awiiat ^a if be understood 
|he je$t,( bat iastaatly continued with his 
fiirmQs gi^vitj>-r-^^ Bridai(s««-wbft wad ne^ 
gleet bridals that had o^y regard iitf] planish- 
iBg the eartii ? Ta be sure». they su^d be 
celebrated with all manner of good cheer, 
aod weetiDg of fri^Rdai a^ mufiieal iwtni* 
sients, harpy^ sacklnitf and psakery^i oe 
gttde M6h and gipes^ wheu tbepe auld* 
warld inatrameaata^ of melody ar^ hacd to 
be compafised." 

^< The presence of the fiddle^ I dare say,** 
seplied Ravaaswood, ^* wouldr atone for the 
absence of alt the others" 

The sexton again looked sharply up 8( 
biaa^ as he aiisiwerBdy '^ Nae doubb— nae 
doubt — if it were weel played ^ — but yon. 
der/' he said,, as if to change the discourse, 
<< is Halbert Gray's kng hame, ^that ye 
weresj^fing after, justUie thiid bouaock 



bd/Dtidlbo iliuekleih#oii%h^M«n6th^t standi 
DA $at le^ yOvfAefi stbiirie 6dtifi€> atie of the 
RAtM«v(rdod8? ; for fhe^ h tt)ov»y of their 
kin and ibIkA^«»«r^ he^^ deTit lift ttiem ! 
tlf<li«gbttisiltt josttti^ir ftiaia bdrkl-pllM^e;'^ 
" They are no favourites then of yoiir^ 
tfidsse RatensWbdcfe,^ said the Master, tot 
xftm^h^ pleased with the f>asslng benediction 
whicli was thus bestowed on bis fanlily mA 

» 
^Ikm 11^ ^* *houW favtfuf «hem,* 

teitf the gra^e-dipger; « whenf they bad 

tends 2ttk> pdi^er^ (hey wel-fe iH guides of 

ibefaf* iMUb, tfAd now tl>eir head's (Jxyvn, 

thett^^ ffev^ care how kng they iftay be of 

lifring it A^iiA.^ 

** Indeed T said Ratetiswood; *< I ittvtt 
lieard that this unhappy family deserved 
ifU-^ill a€ the hands of their country. 1 
grant theif poverty— ^if that renders thetri 
CJODtemptibfe;'' 

*• It will gang a far way tillV* said the sex- 
ton of Hermitage, ** ye maytak my word for 
that^-«at least, I ken naethmg else that suld 
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mak myself contemptible, and folk are far 
frae respecting me as they wad do if I lived 
in a twa-lofted acTated house. But as for 
the Ravenswoods, I hae seen three gene* 
rations of them, and de^il ane to mend 
other." 

«< I thought they had enjoyed a fair 
character in the country," said their 'des* 
cendant. 

« Character! Ou ye see, sir," said the 
sexton^ f^ as for the auld gude-sire hoAyof 
a lord, I lived on his land when I was a 
swanking young c^ield, • and coukl faae 
blawn the trumpet wi' ony body, for I had 
wind;^eneugh ttiien—^nd touching tlustrum-( 
peter Marine that I have heard play afote 
the Lords of the Circuit, I wad hae made 
nae mair o' him than of a bairn and a 
bawbee whistle— I defy him to hae play'd 
•Boot and saddle,' or * Horse and away,' 
or • Gallants, come trot,' with me — ^he has 
jfia the tones." 

. ^< But what is all this to old Lord Ravens- 
wood, my fHend ?" said the Master, who. 
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with an anxiety not unnatural in his cir* 
bumstances, was desirous of prosequtrng the 
musician's first topic^^^H^hat had his me- 
mory to do with the t degeneracy of the 
trump^ music ?^ 

** Just this, sir," answered the sexton, 
^ that I lost my wind in his service. Ye 
see I was trampeter at the castle, and had 
iiUowance for blawing at break of day, and 
fti dinner- time, and other whiles when there 
was company about, and it pleased my lordj 
and when he raised his militia to caper 
«wa' to Bothwell Br^g against the wrang* 
headed wastland whigs, I behoved, reason 
or nane, to munt a horse and caper awa wi' 
tbem.'' t 

' " And very reasonable, *< said Ravens^ 
wood ^ f^ you were bis servant and vassal'':: 
' ** Servitor, say ye f ' replied the sexton^ 
^ and so I was-^^ut it was to blaw folk to 
their warm dinner, or at the warst to a decent 
kirk-yard, and no to skirl them awa' to a 
blilidy4}me side, where there was de'il a bed* 
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ral \m the li0Oi^4 icwr. 9itt¥4» f»f^ 
yp abali hew w)»t ^ewn <rtfc» w4 jfe^W ^ I 
ftm UiMdd to ^ ibecLe&pw t» .the .Si^AMk 
«oio4B.--XiMH9 f « see, w^ jpie*4 <»• #i 4»HMIl 
simmer morning, twenty4Q0plf|i of fiuOfU 

aai^teeB iiupctr^d «i>^ ^b*^ii^*j)iii«» ioi»' the 
d»ys 0**4bf mwth^nd y^ar^^^MHp ^mK-m. 

HdtMoiw nf SAibiil(Bt kef pH &li# Imfig 

fieyt^efQrwb«i I li^n» nQdweli^WiMiiiwiiMv 
•rd^edi idowd to cf oss )9t tlie ^<)»W hiM 

mxidsofMnni^ineii9i|theatberMd#. timfO 
was auld lUyeouvoed be»9d«^af ^ iAik 

drew Ferrara at the head, and crying $» Hf 
to f!W^ wA buckle to, «i.if -«« In^ .beea 
gauiltQ « fnic-rr^bQW Vil» Qiiil«tkAfijdeQstMA» 
0wtM fiviog'y^t* fluui^ihinfM) AAi«.i»M!; and 
nrearirg ^g a«d Msf Og* 4« tr^iil^ prt 
ate«libroi}gt»ibegut8 e^ioji^ mimih^Hitaf 
«d^brid4ie,-T<tlKre uriM |»iing AUap il««iittt 

• 

pistol in bis bandi— it wis a mercy it gaed 



urn affr^-^cryiog «o me, that had searoe as 
much qmn4 kii't as ser^ 1^ neoeasary pw* 
]>Me 4>f my ain hsngs, *< SomkI, yoa pol* 
tMQii! soMidtyomidaflMied cowardly vSlata, 
cor I wUlibkHir your brams out t** aod, to bt 
aur^ i bkw mc pointa *of war, Dbat the 
aeraagh of a dookm hen ^nw masic to 
them.** 

^« Wellair^ cut all this short/' said Ra- 
venswood* 

^ 8hoftU«I luid bean ¥kt to he cut 
myaeU^ in the £ower of my youths 

smiptareaaya:; and thai'a the very thing 
that I compificii o'^-^^Weel ! in to the water 
iM bAavcd ^ to splashy hee^ ower head, 
ait or fa'«^ae horse driving on anither^ 
as is the vmy of brate i)ea8ts» aoad rideas 
tiiat hae m Mttle sense»-*-the very bushes 
on the ither side were abbeaet mif the 
iaaheaof<iieipr))|ggttas; and asy hocse had 
lost tam the grand, when a bbdoavised 
iveatfaoid oarle«*-Jl wad mind the face cf'hiai 
a httodscd ytax% yetr^^^i ee. like a wHd 
£ilcon'8^and a beaixl as facoad as my ahove!» 
clapped the. end o' his lang black gun with- 



248 TALES OF HY JLANBLORD* 

in a quarters length of my lug I— *by the 
gracje of Mef cy, the horse swarved roundt 
and I fell aff at the tae side as the ball 
whistled bye at the tither, and the fell aold 
lord took the whig such a swauk wi'.his 
broadsword that he made twa pieces a' his 
head» and dowa f^ll the lurdane wi' a' hk 
bowk abune me." 

^* You were rather oblige^ to the old 
lord, I thinks" said Ravenswood. r 

<' Was I ? my aartiel first for hrbging 
me into jeopardy, would I nould I-— and 
then for whomlipg a chieldon the, tap of 
me, that dang the very wind out of my 
body ~ I hae been short-breathed ever 
since, and capna gang twenty yards with* 
out peghing like a miller's aiver.^' 

<< Yoii lost then your place as trumpet- 
er,'' said Ravenswood." 

*' Lostit*-«-to be sure I lost it^" replied 
the sexton, ^< for I couldna hare plaid 
pew>ipon adryJiumlock j^-^ut Lmighthse 
duneweel eneugh, for I keepit thewag^ 
and the free house, and little to do but 



^% tfnthe fiddle to ihem, but for this AU 
Ian Lord Ravenswodd, tbaf^ far waur than 
c!V€r his fither was.* 

•:■" What/' said th« Master, "did my fai 
ther— Itneandld his^ftther'S son — this last 
Lord Ravenafwood, deprive you of what the 
feourity of his father allowed you ?^ • 

*« Ay, troth did he,'* answered the old 
kiskn J *» for he loot his "affiAts gang to the 
dbgs, and left in thib^ Sir William Ashton on 
us, fhisit wfll gi^e naething fbi* naething, and 
just removed me and a' the puir creaturea> 
that' had bitfe and^soop at the fciistle, and a 
iWlfe to put our heads 111, when things were 
in the auld way.** 

: ^< If Lord Hkvenswood' protected His 
people, my friend, Whrilfe he had" the means 
' of doing so; I Wmk they nljght spare his 
memory,''^ replied IJ^venswood. 
' •< Y^ are welcome to yout' ain opinion, 
sir,'*^ said' the sextori ; " but ye winna pei<- 
snade me that he did his duty, either to 
himsel or to huz poor dependent Creaturei 
in guiding us the gate he has done— -he 

L ft 



ftuld man, living in yen mn^r^ta^e 4^Mm 
1imi% filter far tb^ de<4 timp 0ie qukk^ 
pud killed ^i* rheufnittisi^, nod ^^Mio JSmitll 
p my dainty, bit maiUogi md hk wm^W 
glAzen, md ^' ^ow99 Rw^<wa«o«d guided 

«• It 18 tot too tnip/' ^flfid E»|yienswjpi9^ 
0Qnflfi)q)99-9truck $ ^* the f^niditiieii of en. 

f* Ho^ieiw,'' Mi4 tjip «^3(4»i|iy^<^ l^s young 

l««n {Id^^ris l^tQ wmg^ my nrraoga on 
the haiU of his kindred." 

f*« Ind^pd/' 9aJ4 i^itvci^vw^ i ^f why 
rtlQ^ yiW suppose w^' V. 

•< Th^y iu^ h^ 19 tdKMii; to many tii« 
daughter of l^dy Aflht€«i» ^tid 1^ ber 
M^^y^P gi^t bia beM »i^^ und^r bfr «&• 
ler, 9nd 9«e yim if she vHaiia gi'e hia ne€k 
a thffiw* Sonra » fapt if I wie^ bHP-i»^NM^ 
^er idane f<^ h^w^iqg V ^hjiig m h^t wnlw 
that drews nUiPajr hf^^r^^ao fbo wmM wish J 



iA«ll wish the lad If, that he »ay take his 
aia creditaUe gate o% aad ally hta^l wl' 
|us fabler's ^aeaiies, that have taken his 
broad lands and my bonnie kail^yard frcm 
1^ lawfiil owners tfaeree^i.'' 

CexiiHuates acmtely sran^ks, that flattery 
ia pleasing exmi &0m the mouth of a mad* 
man j and censure, as well as praise, crftea 
9&dcts «is, vfhUe we despke the opinions 
a&i mativas on which it is founded and 
expi!essed« Ra<reassM>od, alaruptly reite^ 
rating his oommnxid that Alice's ftinerai 
^ukl be attended to, imig away from 
the sextiHi, under the painful impressi^a 
that the great, as ^i^eU as the smatt vulgar, 
would think of his engagement wikfa Lticy 
like tMs ignorant and'setfi&h peasant. 

<< And' I have atooped to rafagect myself 
ta these calumnx^ and am rejected not* 
withstanding. Lu&y, your faith must be 
t»ie and perfect as the diamond, to com- 
pensate for the dishononr which men's 
opiniona, and the comivtct of your mother^ 
attach to the heir of Ravenswood.'' 
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' Am he raised his eyes, lie beheld the 

Marquis of A ^ who, having arrived at 

the Tod's-hole, had walked forth to look 
for his kinsman* 

After mutual KreetingSf he made «onie 
apology to the Master for not coming for- 
ward on the. preceding evenmg. ,<< It was 
his wish," he said, <* to have done sc^-bot 
be bad come to the knowledge of some 
matters which inditced him to delay his 
purpose. I find," he said, ^< there has been 
a love affair here, kinsman ; and though I 
might blame you for not having commani- 
cated with me, as being in some degree 
the chirf of your family"—— 

" With your lordship's permission," said 
Ravenswood, ^* I am deeply gratefid for 
the interest you are pleased to take in me 
-~but / am the chief and head of my fa» 
mily" . 

^< I know it — I know it," said the Mar- 
quis ; << in a strict heraldic and genealo* 
gical sense, you certainly are so-r--what I 



mean i^, that being in some measure un- 
der my guardianship** 

- *" I miist tate the liberty to say, my 
lord," answered Ravens wood — and the tone 
itt which he interrnpted the Marquis bo- 
,ded no long duration to the fi-i^ndship of 
tfaie noble relatives, when he himself was 
fortunately interrupted by the little sex- 
ton, who came puffing after them, to ask 
if their honours would chuse music at the 
change-house to make up for short ch6er. 

•* We want no music,** said the Master, 
abruptly. 

^ ** Your honour dtsna ken what ye^re 
refusing, then,** said the fiddler, with the 
impertinent freedom of his profession. " t 
can play, * Will't thou do*t agafn,* and « the 
Atild Man's Mear*s Dead,^ sax times Better- 
thah ever :^af tie Birnie. MI get my fiddle 
in the turning of a coffin-screw.'* * ' ' * 

** Take yourself away, sir,^ said the' 
Marqui's. 

' ** And'Jf your honour be af ndfth-cdun- 
try gentleman,** said the persevering min- 
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8trel» ^' whilk I wad judge from ypur 
tongue^ I can play, < liggenm Codi/ and 
* MuUio Dhu,' and < the Cummers of 
Atholc.*"' 

'< Take yourself away, fiiead ; you ii^ 
tenupt our eonyersation*" 

^ Or if; under your honour's favour, ye 
should bspp^i to be a thought honest, I^ 
can play^ (this in a low and confidential 
tone,) < KiUiecrankie,' and ' the King sfaaU 
hae his ain/ and ' the Auld Stuarts^ back 
agaiQ/««-and the wife at the change* bouse 
is a decent discreet body, neither kens nor 
cares what toasts are dninken» and what 
tunes are played in her hous&-*she*s deaf 
to a' thuEig but the dink o' the siUer." 

The Marquis^ who was sometimes bus* 
pected of jacobitism, could not help laugh* 
ing as he threw the fellow a dollar, and 
bid him go play to the servants if be bad a 
mind, and leave them at peaqe^ 

<« Aweel, gentlemen," said he, ^ I an 
wishing your honours gude day<<^ril be a* 

the better of the dollar^ and ye'U be tb< 
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waur of wanting the music, Tse tell 
^ut i'se gang hame, and finish the grave 
in the tuning o' a fiddle string, and then 
get my bread-winner, and awa' to your folk, 
Md see if they bM tictter iugs than their 
miscers.'' 
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CHAPTER. XI. - 

Tfae love, an' thou be true. 
Thou has ane kittle part to play ; 

For fortune, fiushion, fancy, and th<m. 
Maun strive for many a day. 

I've kenn'd by mony a firiend'e tale. 
Far better by tibia heart of mine. 

What time and change of &noy avail 
A true }ove<-knot to untwine. 

Hendeasoun. 

*^ I WISHED to tell yaq, my good kins- 
man/' said the Marquis, *^ now that Vie are 
quit of this impertinent fiddler, that I bad 
tried to discuss this love affair of yoiiir» wMh 

« 

Sir William Ashton's daughter I never 
saw the young lady, but for a few minutes 
to-day ; so, being a stranger to her per- 
sonal merits, I pay^ a compliment to you, 
and offer her no offence^ in saying you 
might do better." 

10 
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*< My lord, I am much indebted for the 
interest you have taken in my af&ird/' said 
Ravenswood. ^ I did not intend to have 
troubled you in any matter concerning 
Miss Ashton, As my engagement with 
that young lady has reached your lordship,^ 
I can only say, that you must necessarily 
suppose that I was aware of the objections 
to my marrying into her fatherls family, 
and of course must have been completely 
Satisfied with the reaesons by which these 
objections are over-balanced, since I have 
proceeded so far in the matter.** 
. *' Nayj Master, if you had heard me out,'* 
said bis noble relatkin, ** yoit might have 
spaored that observation ; for, without ques- 
tsooiog that you had reasonrwhtch seemed 
to yoa to counterbalance every other ob- 
stacle, I set niyself, by every means that il 
became me to use towards the Ashtons, to 
persuade them to meet your views;^ 

"J am obliged to your lordship for your 
unsolicited intei cession,** said Ravenswoodi' 
*/ especially as I am sure your Iprdshjp woUld 



never farrj^ it ibeyond the bdundb which it 
bectme «e to v^tJ' 

^Of Ah»W'* wA die Marquis, ^« yoo nmjt 

be iXH^Mmt ^ f mgrself lelt the delicacy ^ 

tb^ matter too tnitcb fto fibce sgMtlemm 

nearly eonoeoted widi my house «d a de^ 

gm<i^^ 9r dnibjom 'siteotion with tbete 

AfihUmi. But I poiftted a^ M the advam- 

t^geft of thar manrying tiietr daughter into 

a bwm w iwmmrBbie, and sa nearly rela* 

t»d ^ith the fii«t in Scotlsoid ; i exfrfamed 

tiiie e^aet degrw (@f irehniQiidi^ in which 

the Rjivensiveodii ataiid to ounefawi^ wmA 

I ev<ea k'mt^i h^wpeii^Qti faattera were 

^^ tP t^ifo* and wh^ iracds would be 

tWQfips o^Kt f^^ftifLwrn^U I aakl I jc gaii a d 

jiMi aa a amw-*^ n fiephaw, 0raoT-<»dKr 

thw as a iBote diatant relatiwi ; and that 

) laadie yaur aibir entirely my own;''. 

<< And what was the iMUB of your tad^ 
ship's eiiplaa^tipii ?** aijd ftairenawo0d« in 
BQm^ 4oubt whether he should raaent or 
CKpraas gmtitude ibr hit ioterfienaoe. 

** Why, the l^rd Kec^fier would have 



fy^fa^ t& r««fi(iw^" 4aiU it^ Mftrqins ; «« he 
» ti^\iifir nnm\iu}g tfl k»vw bis pUce, awhich, 
4li t^ ^«9$ot vi4»w ^ » ebwge* JsiMt vatk^ 
W4>^ Wl^>^' bi( seemed to h»«e alikiog 
for |r<»p, «t»} to .be MOtybk «f the geoeraA 
iM^uHf^piHi to be AttaloAd bsrfiudi a natch. 
Bmiiiw k^» wi)o ii Mqsmc o^ t^ tsiimp^ 

«« Whfkt of JUdy iUhiOB« my lord 2" aaiiS 
Mt^9m^«i9^ } ^ lei me icaow the kstie «f 
this extraordinary conference — I can bear 

ff J fW «Ud of that, kioMmn," saidtlir 
M#ii.<«i% *^M I »m Asbamed to teli 9^00 
baU-ii^b»t sb^ sMd. itisenaugtH>*berjnMd 
ia mn^ iipr^^od the mistrefiB «f a ^viUrats 
boarding- 9«bo9i c»uld noi hiure redacted 
yHSh\rfm^ jb*ugtoty uidifferenoe ike suit of 
» hai^$99 i&sh lofficer* beaaecbtng psraais* 
si9ii 49 iv^fiit u^flB tbe bcinsas i^^a W««t in» 
d4» J^t«b illuiQ Lady iUhton «piurned 
^wf!r^;jpfftpaial lof Ai0<iiatt<n which it could 
ft # iieaMie «» tojoSer ia behatf a£ you* 
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tny good kinsman, i cannot guess "what 
she means. A more honourable connec- 
tion she could not form, that's certain. As 
for money an^ land, that used to be her 
liusband's business rather than ber'b; I 
.really think she hates you for having the a 
.birth that her husband wants/ and perhaps 
for wanting the lands that her goodman 
has. .But I should only vex you to say 
more about it— -here we are at the- change- ^ 
bouse." 

The Master of Ravenswood paused as he 
entered the cottage^ which reeked through 
all its crevices, and they were ndt feWySraok 
the exertions of the Marquis's travelltng* 
cooks to supply good cheer, and spread, as 
it were, a table in the wilderness. 
' ** My Lord Marqut^" said Ravenswood, 
-M I already mentioned that accident has 
put your h>rd^ip in possession of a secret, 
which, with my consrat, should have re- 
mained one evai to you, tny kinsinan, for 
^me time. Since the secret was to part 
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from my own custody^ and that of the only 
person besides who was interested in it, I 
sun not sorry it should have reached your 
lordship's ears, a$ being fully aware that 
you are my noble kinsman and friend.**^ 

" You may believe it is safely lodged 
with me, Master of Ravenswood/' said the 
Marquis ; " but I should like well to hear 
you say, that you renounced the Idea of an 
t alliance, which you can hardly pursue with* 
out a certain- degree of degradation.'' 

<* Of that, my lord, I shall judge," an* 
swered Ravenswood— ** and I hope with." 
delicacy as sensitive as any of my friends. 
But I have no engagement with Sir Wil- 
liam and Lady Ashfon. It is with Miss 
Ashton alone that I have entered upon the 
subject, and my conduct in the matter shall 
be entirely ruled by her's. If. she conti- 
nues to prefer me in my poverty to the 
wealthier suitors whom her friends recom- 
mend^ I may well make some sacrifice to 
her sincere affection — I may well surrender 
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to faer the iesis tangible «tfd \6^p^t^6 dd- 
tantage of birthv and tte' decp-rt)0te<} pr^ 
jodices of fofSKfy Im^ed* If Mhs Luty 
Aflhton sbDiild dhai^i^ hei^ o^ind on ai sMrt)*' 
ject Of raidb d^U&ieyj I trtttt- ifly fffend^ 
ipilt be siletie on my dSsappdidtmetie, and 
i dhall kiio>r bd^ to' make nfiy enemies so."*" 
*^ Spoke Kkea^gailMt yofifig Aobtettfan,'* 
soad the filavqais ; '« fyt tAy part I have" tliat 
regafd^ fiw yo*iv that 1 dhould^ be sortjr the 
thing i^fmtr oHv ll'h}^ Si^ W^Ifi^m AsRton 
was a pretty eiimi^H pefty.ftggk^g Kirt tf of a 
lahioyer twentfy^ yeaIrS ag^, a(n*d^ btitWiit' bat- 
tlmg *t« the batty andFeadfftg irt cGtnmfttees 
of Parftariiertt, he has gel treiy tti-^the 
Datfieni m^ttier tent hitn a lift, fof he had 
gocdJ intelHgeftee srtd sound tlews^, and 
sold otLt ill' titt^e-*-but the best work is had 
o«lf of him. No Scotch govemitfetit will 
take birti a* his owil, or ratTief his wife's 
extravagant valuation j and betwixt his in- 
decision and her insofence, from all If can 
gtt««y he will outsit his market, and be had 
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clieap wheB na (me wilii bid fw htim I say 
iiothkig of Miss Asbton ; birt I astune yotl, 
a( comfectioQ with bet fsither will be neitfaer 
useful ncNT omaaienUtl, beyoBd that part of 
jour falbec's spoik wbidii be mAy be pteratl- 
ed vifon to disgorge by way of tocbcr^good 
^^aad I^U^ Bay word Ibr ift^ ymr will get 
more if you have spint ta beil the cat^ with 
bimiB the Scots ParkaltfenC-^Aad I wiK te 
the man, cousin,'' eoMtnited bia lorrlabip^ 
f wiU course tbe* fiiNx* for you# aird make 
bim rue the d^y that, ev^ be riefused a coibm 
position too ho&cmrable ibr bimy Mid pn»« 
pos^ by me on the behalf of a kkmmanw'* 
There was sometliidg in ati this that^ av 
it were, overshot the mark* Raveniswood 
could not dmgjmi^ from himsdf that biv 
Bobte kinsman bad more reasons Ibtr tsSdng, 
offence at the reception of his suii, than le^ 
gai^ded his iatepest and honour, yet be could 
-neither complain nor be swptibed tluit it 
^o«ld be so« He contented Mnsidf Miere-i 
ibre wkb repeating, diat his attachment 
WM to Miss AsbtOQ personally y that he de» 
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Bired neither wealth nor aggrandizement 
from her father's means and influence^ and 
that nothing should prevent his keeping his 
engagement, excepting her own express de- 
sire that it should be relinquished--*and he 
requested as a favour that the matter might 
be no more mentioned betwixt them at 
present^ assuring the Marquis of A « 
that he should be his confident in its pro- 
gress CMT its interruption. 
\ The Marquis soon had more agreeable, 
as well as more interesting subjects <m 
which to converse. A foot- post, who bad 
followed him from Edinburgh to Ravens^ 
wood Castle, and had traced his steps to the 
Tod's. hole, brought them a packet larlcd 
with good news. The poKtical cafculations 
of the Marquis had proved just^ both in 
London and at Edinburgh, and he saw 
almost within his grasp, the pre-eminence, 
for which he had panted. — The refresh- 
ments which the servants had prepared' 
were now put on the table, and an epicure 
would perhaps have enjoyed them with ad- 
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dkioi^ aaesty from the coiutvast which such 
fare afforded to the miserable cabin in 
^hicfa it was served up. 

The turn of conversation corresponded 
ifTitb and added to the social feelings of 
the company. The Marquis expanded with 
pleasure on the power which jH'obable in- 
cidents were like to assign to him, and oil 
the use which he hoped to make of it in 
serving his kinsman Ravenswood, Eavens^ 
wood could but repeat the gratitude which 
h% really felt» «veo when ke considered the 
topic as too long dwelt upon. The wine 
was excellent, notwithstanding its having 
been brought in a runlet from Edinburgh j 
and the habits of the Marquis, when en* 
gaged with such good cheer, were some* 
what sedentary. And so it fell out that 
they delayed their journey two hours later 
than was their original purp6se. 

** But what of that, my good young 
friend?" said the Marquis ; *« your castle of 
Wolfs Crag is but at five or six miles dis- 
tance, and will afford the same hospitality 

VOL. II. M 



S€6 TALSt OF MT LAK0LORDU 

to your kinsman of A— -^ that it gave to 
this same Sir William Ashtoo.** 

<< Sir William took the castle by storm/ 
said Raveoswood, ** and, like many a. vie- 
tOiF, had little reason to congratulate hioa- 
self on his conquests" 

•* ^¥€^9 well'i" said iiord A—, whose 
dignity vvas something relaxed ^by4be wine 
he had drunk^ — *^ I see I must bribe -youjto 
harbour me— come, pledge me in a bum- 
per health to the last young 4ady that slept 
at WolPs Crag, and liked her quarter^. — 
My bones are not so tender as hers, and I 
am resolved to occupy her apartmeut to- 
night, that I may judge how hard the couch 
is that love caii soften." 

^ Your lordship mzy chuse what penance 
youfAease,'* said Ravens wood; ^* biit I as- 
sure you, I should expect my old servant 
to hang him^if, or throw himself from the 
battlements, should your lordship visit him 
so unexpectedly — I do assure yoUt we are 
totally and literally unprovided.'" 

But his declaration only brought from his 
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noble patron an assurance of his own total 
indifference as to every species of accbm- 
ttiodation, and his determination to see the 
towerof Wolf s Crag. His ancestor, he said, . 
bad been feasted there, when he went for- 
ward with the then Lord Ravenswood to 
Ihe fatai battle of Flodden, in which they 
both felL Thus hard pressed, the Master 
ofiered to ride forward to get matters put 
in such preparation, as time and circum- 
dances admitted ; but the Marquis pro* 
tested, his kinsman must afford him his 
company, and would only consent that an 
avant-courier should carry to the destined 
Seneschal, Caleb Balderstone, the unex- 
pected news of this invasion. 

The Maj?ter of RaveTiswood soon after 
accompsmied the Marquis in his carriage, 
as the latter had proposed ; and when they 
became better acquainted in the progress of 
the journey, his noble relation explained .the 
verylit)eral views which he entertained tor 
his relation's preferment, in case of i^e sue* 
cess of his own political schemes. They re» 
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lated to a secret, and highly important com- 
mission beyond sea, whichxould only be en« 
trusted to a person of rank, ialent, and per« 
feet confidence, and which, as it required 
great, trust and reliance o^ the envoy enu 
ployed, could not but prove both honour- 
able and adv^antageous to him. We need 
not enter into the nature and purpose of 
this commission, farther than to acquaint 
our readers that the charge was in prospect 
highly, acceptable to the Master of Ravens- 
wood, who hailed with pleasure the hope 
of emerging from his present state of indi- 
gence and inaction, into independence and 
honourable exertion. 

While he listened thus eagerly to the de- 
tails with which the Marquis now thought 
it necessary to entrust him, the messenger 
who had been dispatched to the Tower of 
Wolfs Crag, returned with Caleb Balder- 
stone's humble duty, and an assurance, 
that *• a' should be in seemly order, < sic as 
the hurry of time permitted, to receive 
their lordships as it behoved.'' 
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Ravenswood was too well accustomed to 
his Seneschal's mode of actiog and speak- 
ing, to hope much from this con6dent as- 
surance. He knew that Caleb acted upon 
the principle of the Spanish generals, in 
*the campaign of 9 who, much to the 
perplexity of the Prince of Orange, their 
commander in chief^ used to report their 
troops as/iill in number, an^d possessed of 
«11 necessary points of equipment, not con- 
ttderiog it connstent with ^heir dignity, or 
the honour of Spain, to confess any defi 
ctency either in men or munition, until 
ihe want of both was unavoidably discover- 
ed in the day of battle. Accordingly, Ra< 
venswood thought it necessary to give the 
Marquis some hint, that the fair assurance 
whicb they had just received from Caleb, 
did not by any means ensure them against 
a very indifferent- reception. 

** You do yourself injustice, Master,'* said 
the Marquis, " or you wish to surprise me 
agreeably. From this window I see a great 
light in the direction where, if I remember 
aright, Wolf's Crag lies j and, to judge from 
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the splendour which the old tawer sbeds 
around it^ the preparations for our rtctq^ 
tion must be of no ordinary description. 
I remember yoar father .puttiiig.tbe saoi^ 
deception on m^ when we went to the 
tower for a few days hawking, about tweo^ 
ty years since, and yet we spent our time 
as jcfUily at Wolf 's Crag as we could have 
done at my own hunting se^t att B j. >** 

** Your lordship, I fear, will experience 
i\}Liit the faculty of the present proprietor 
to entertain his friends is greatly abridgedt'' 
siod Rav^Eiswopd ; '* the wtU» I nesd hardly 
say, remains the same. But I am as much ate 
loss as ycmr lordship to accounttfbr so sti^ong" 
.and brilliant a light as* is now above Wolf '# 
Crag,*r*the windows of the tower are few 
and narrow,, and those qf the lower stoi^r 
are hidden from us by tlie wal|s Qf the 
60urtj»rT I cannot conceive tha^ any illumi' 
ti^tion of an ordinary nature could f^ffiird 
such a. blaze of light'' 

The mystery was soon explained j for |Jie 
cavalcade almost instantly halted, an^ the 
voice of Caleb Balderstone was heard at 
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the dcMidi window, exclatmtog, in accents 
broken by grief and fear, •« Och, gentle^ 
men— Ocb, my giide lords — ^Och, hand to 
tlie rtght ! — ^WolPs Crag is burning, bower 
and ha?^ — ^a^ the rich plenishing outside and 
inside — a' the fine graitb, pictures^ tapes- 
tries, needle-work, hangings, and other de- 
corements,^-a' in a bleeze, as if they were 
nae mair than sae moiiy peats, or as muckte 
pease strae« Hand to the right, gentlemen, 
I impk^re ye— *th<Mre is some sma' provision 
making at Lucky Sma*tra8h'sr~but O, wae 
fiif tbis nigbt, and wae for me that lives to 
8eeit!*i^*-^ 

Ravenswood was at first stunned by this 
new and unexpected calamity; but after ^-^ 
moment's recollection^ he sprang from the 
carnage, and hastily bidding his noble kins* 
man good night, was about to ascend the 
hill towards the castle, the broad and full 
Goniagmtion of which now flung forth a- 
h%h column of red light, that flickered far 
to isieaward upon the dashing waves of the 
oeeam 
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<< Take a hora», Master,'' ^alahned the 
Marquis, greatly affected by tibis addidoiMl 
misfortune, so unexpectedly heaped. upon 
his ' young proteg^ ; *^'smd give.me^ my -am- 
bling palfrey, wd haste for^MPard, youJc»aTei» 
to see what can b^ done to save the fitrai- 
ture, or to extinguish the fire*— ride, ynu 
knaves, for your lives." 

The attendants bui^led together, and be* 
gan to strike their horses with thie f^inr, 
and eall upfon Caleb to shewthem the road. 
But the voice of that careful iSenesckal- was 
heard abovae the .tumult, *^ O stop— itins 
stop— turn bridle, for the luve ^f mtSrcy— 
add not loss of lives to loss <tf warld's.gear. 
-—Thirty barrels ^ powther landed out of 
a Dunkirk do^er in the auld Lord's tine 
— a' in the vau'ts of the auld tower,*-^!^ fife 
eanna be far aff it, I trow — Lord's sake, to 
the right, lads— to the right— lets |Ht tihe 
hill atween us and peril,-^a wap wi* a cor- 
ner- stane o' Wolfs Crag wad defy the doc- 
tor.** 

It will readily be supposed' that this an- 
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mmciatioii hurried the Marquis and his at- 
teodanta i&to the route. which'. Caleb pre- 
tigribed, dragging Ravensweod along with 
them, although there waa much in the mat^ 
ter which he could not possibly compre- 
beaid* «*Gun.powder !" he exclaimed, lay- 
ing hold of Galeb> who in vain endeavour- 
ed to escape from him, '< what gun- pow- 
der ? How any Quantity of powder could 
be in Wolf's Crag without my knowledge, 
I cannot possibly comprehend." 

^ " But I can," interrupted the Marquis, 
iv^ispering him, ^* I' can comprehend it 
thoroughly-«-fpr God's sake, ask him no 
moreq uestions at present.^* 

** There it is now," said Caleb, extrica- 
ting himself from his master, and adjust- 
ing his dress, " yourhonour will beliefe 
his lordship's honourable testimony*— His 
lordship minds weel, how, in the year that 
him they ca'd King Willie died"— *-^ 

*« Hush ! hush, my good friend!" said the 
Marquis ; " I shall satisfy your master upon 
that subject." ' 



274 TAUM or U\ XAHMMtA^ 

<< And the people i^ WdTa bope-^** said 
Ri¥eii8Wood, ^ did nooe of them cone to 
your asastaiice bdore the flame got so 
high}' 

'< Aye did they* mooy ane of thenii the 
rapscallioDs,'' said Caleb ; ^* but truly I was 
in nae hurry to let them into tb^ tower# 
?wheffe there were so muiAk plate and valo^ 
ables." 

« Confound you for an impudent liar»^ 
said Ravenswood ;. *< there^was not a sii^Ie 
outaee of '- ■ * 

^ Forbye»" said the Butler^ most irravo^ 
rently raising hia voice to a pitch which 
drowned his master's, ^< the fire made &st 
on us» owing to the atore of tapesfery and 
carved timmer in the banqueting ha% and 
the loons can like scaud^ rats so soonk as 
they . hea^d of the gnnpoulher/' 

*« I do entreatt-' said the Marquia to B^ 
venswoodi *^ you will ask him no moia 
questions." 

<• Only one, my hnrd^^Wbat has becape 
of poor My sie P' 



i . fi Myaie f" ttdd Caleb*-**^ I bad nae time 
t6 look about ony Mysie«^die^s in the tower» 
{*8e warrant, biding her awfal doom." 

** By heaven !" said Ravens wood, <^ I do 
not understand all this— the life of a faith* 
#u( old creature is at stake— ^my lord, I will 
be withheld no loiter— I will at least ride 
up, and see whether the danger is as immir 
nent as this old fool pretends." 

" Weel, then, as I live by bread/' said 
Caleb, *^ Mysie is weel and safe. I saw her 
out of the castle before I left it mysdi««-» 
Was I ganging to forget an aitW feUowr 
servant ?/ 

^ What made you tell 4ne ihe ci^ntiary 
this moment ?"" said bi» master. 

'"^Did I say otherwise ?' answered Caleb ( 
<^ then I maun hae been dreaming surely, 
or this awsome night has turned my judg;. 
ment^— but safe ahe is, and ne'er a living 
soul in the castlci a' the better for them*-^ 
they wad have gotten an unco heezy." 

The Master of Ravens wood, upon this, 
assurance being solemnly reiteratedj, and^ 
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natwitlistaiidibg his extreme wish to wit- 
O088 the last explosion, ^kich was tO'iohi 
to the ground the mansion of his &thers, 
sisfiered himself to be dragged onward to* 
wards the village of WolPs-hope, iriiere not 
only the ohange-house, but that of our own 
well-known friend the cooper, were all pre- 
pared for reception of himself and his noble 
guest, with a liberality of provision which 
requires some explanation. 

We omitted to mention in its place, that 
Lockhard having fished out the truth con- 
cerning the mode by which Caleb had ob^ 
tained the supplies for his banquet, the 
Lord Keeper, amused with the incident, 
and desirous at the time to gratify Ravens- 
wood, had recommended the cooper of 
Wolfs-hope to the oflScial situation under 
government, the prospect of which had re- 
conciled him to the Ims of his wild-fowL 
Mr Girder's preferment had occa»oned a 
pleasing surprise to old Caleb; for when, 
apme days after his master's departure, he 
found himself absQlutely compelled, by sofloe 



TH£ MU»K OF LAMM BRMOOR. 977 

f 

necessary^ 4Mi9iii€ss» to visit^the fishing ham* 
let» and was glidii^ like agbost past the door 
of the QOQftt^ for fear of being suminoned 
to give sooie accoupt of ihe progress of tho 
aoJUeitation in his favour, or« more probaUy, 
that the inmates might upbraid him with 
the &lae hope he had held out upon the 
subject, fae^eard hious^lf, not without some 
apprehension, summoned at once in treble, 
tenor, and bass,— *a trio performed by the 
voices. of Mrs Girder, old Dame Loup-the- 
dike, and the goodman of ihe dwelling—* 
" Mr Caleb— Mr Galeb—Mr Caleb Balder- 
stone ! I hope ye arena ganging dry* lipped 
by our door, and we sae muckle indebted 
to you V 

This m^ht be said ironically as well as 
in earnest. Caleb augured the worst, turn^ 
ed a deaf ear to thje trio aforesaid, and was 
moving doggedly oh, his ancient castor 
pulled over his brows, and his eyes bent 
on the ground, as if to count the flinty 
pebbles with which the rude pathway was 
causewayed* But on a sudden he found 
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himself sarroonded in bis prc^^ss, like m 
stately merchantman in the Gut of Gibnd* 
tar, (I hope the ladies will excuse lAie tar- 
paulin phrase») by three Algerine galMes. 
. << Gude guide us, Mr Balderstone V said 
Mrs Girder. 

«« Wha wad hae thought itof an aidd and 
kenn'd friend T' said the mother. 

^< No sae muckle as stay to rective our 
Ifaanks,'" said the cooper himself, ** and frae 
tiie like o' me that seldom oflbr them. I am 
sure I hope there's nae ill seed sawn between 
us, Mr Balderstone^-Ony man that has said' 
to ye, I am no gratefu' for the situation ci 
Queen's cooper, let me hae a whample at* 
him wi' mine eatcbe*^-^that*s a*/" 

*• My good friends-»my dear Iriends,'' 
said Caleb, still doubting how the certain-' 
ty of the matter might stand, ** what need» 
a^ this ceremony ? — ane tries to serve theii^ 
iHends, and sometimes they may happen ta 
piK)sper, and sometimes to misgi^ 
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tiling I care to be fashed wi' lefls than thanks 
-^I never could bide them." 

<^ Faiths Mr Balderstone, ye sqld hae been 

faal^ed wi' few o' inine>" said the downr^ht 

man of staves and hoops^ <* if I had only 

your gude-will to thank ye for — I suld 

^'^n hae set the guse, and the wild^deukes, 

and the run}et of sack, to balance that ac<r 

count. Gude-wilK man^ is a geizen'd tub» 

that hands in nae liquo^-*-but gude deed's 

like the cask, tight, round, and sound, that 

will baud liquor for the king." 

. ., " Have ye no heard of our letter^?* 

said the mother-in Jaw, ^* making John the 

Queen's cooper for certain I — and scarce a 

chield that had ever hammered gird upon 

tub but was applying for it ?" 

*« Have I heard ! ! !" said Caleb, (who now 
found how the wind set,) with an accent of 
strimg contempt at the doubt expressed?^ 
** Have 1 heard, qua' she ill" — ^and as he 
spoket he changed his shamblttig, skulking 
dodging pace» into a manly and autborita- 
live step, le- adjusted hia cocked hat| and 
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sixflfered bis brow to emerge from under it 
in all the pride of aristocracy^ like tbe son 
from behind a cloud. 

<< To be sure, he canna but hae bean}»'* 
said the good woman. 

^ Ay, to be sure it's impossible but I 
should,'' said Caleb ; ** and sae 111 be the 
first to kiss ye, joe, and wish you, cooper, 
much joy of your preferment, naetfaing 
doubting but ye ken wha are yourfiriends, 
and have helped ye, and can help ye. I 
thought it right to look a wee strange upoa 
it at first,** added Caleb, ** jusl to see if ye 
were made of the right mettle — but ye riiig 
true, lad, ye ring true.** 

So saying, with a most lordly air he kiss- 
ed the women, and abandoned his hand, 
with an air of serene patronage, to the 
hearty shake of Mr Girder's hom-hard 
palm. Upon this complete, and to Caleb 
most satisfactory information, he did not, 
it may readily be believed, hesitate to ac- 
cept an invitation to a solemn feast, to 
which were invitedi not only all the nata^ 
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lies of the viUage, but even lus aoeiecit 
antagonist, Mr Ddagwall lumself. At tiik 
festivity he was, of course, the moat wel* 
coane «ad oiost hoaoused guest ; and to 
weU did he ply the coaqpany with fltoriet 
of what he oauld do with his oiaster, bit 
iDaateir with the Lord Keeper^ the Lord 
Keeper with the Couacil, and the CouucU 
"vHth the Kkig, that before the coaipaurf 
^^isoEiiised, (which was, indeed, rather at 
an early hdur than a late one,) every man 
of note in the village was ascending to the 
top* gallant of soo^ ideal preferment by the 
ladder of ropes which Caleb had presented 
to their imagination* Nay, the cunning But- 
ler regained in that moment, not only dll 
the influence he possessed formerly over the 
villagers, when the baronial family which 
he served w^re at the proudest, but acqui- 
red even an accession of importance. The 
writer-^the very attorney himsdf-^-^udi ia 
the thirst of preferment«^elt the force of 
the attcaction, and taking an opportumty 
to draw Odd) iato a » eomer, spok^^ with 



ifectiMftle rcgvet, of tbe dec&ttog healtb 
0f ' the sheriff clerk of the coimtjr. 

^ An excellent iimn«*^a most valiuAle 
mail, Mr Caleb— btil fat sail I say l-—we are 
peer fbckless bodies— here the day, and awa^ 
by cpi^^creeofa the morn-^and if be MU 
^Mt there maaa be somebody m his places 
-"-and: gif that ye cooM airt it ooiy way^ I 
suU be thankful, loan— a glave. stidfed«w£ 
gowd nobles— «*an' hark ye,\iiiafi^so«aetiiiii^. 
camiy till youraell— and the Wolf^a-luipo 
carles ta settle kindly wt* the Master of 
Ravenswood— «4bat is. Lord RavenswoocU— 
God bless his lordl^faip.'' 

A smile, and a hearty^ sqoeese by the 
hand, was the soitable answers to this over* 
tore, and Caleb made hk escape ^m the < 
jovial party, in order to av<»d committiiig/ 
himself* by any special promises. 
/ <^The Lord be gude to me," said Calebs 
when he found himself in the open air, 
and at libeny to give vent to the self-ex* 
idtation with which he was, as it were, dis* 
tended ; ^^ did ever ony man see sic a set of 
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green-gaisliags !~.the very pick-maws and 
solan-geese out by yonder at the Bass hae 
te& times their sense-^God, an' I bad been 
theLord High Commissioner to the Estates^ 
o' ParUament*, they, couldna hae beffumm'd^ 
me mair^'^'and, to speak Heaven's truth, I 
could hardly hae beflumm'd them better^nei^x 
tber. But the writer*— ba ! Im ! ha I'-^-mercy 
on mey that I suld live in my auld days to 
gi'e the gang* bye to the very writer ! She. 
rifl^clerk ! ! ! — ^But I hae an auld account tov 
settle wf the earle;.and to make amMds 
fw^ bye^ganes^ the office shall just cost him 
as much time-serving and tide- serving, as if 
het .were to get it in gude earnest — of whilk 
tbeare is , sma' appearance, unless the Mas^ 
tar^ leiurns mair the ways of this warld» 
wbilkr It is muckle to b9 doubted tiuit he; 
never will," 



* 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Why ^smes yon tear wanmit'^-'mhj iriiobt to tiie Umt 
Tk99^ ecDb0rs, like stm froai die ^unantent cast J-r* 
'Tifl the fire-shower of ruin, all dreadfuUj driven 
From thine e/rie, that beacans the darkoeet of HeaTea. 



Ths circumstanees* annouiieed in tbe 
conclusion of the last chapter, will/acootttit 
for the ready and cheerfiil recepticmrof tbe 

Marquis of A and the Master of IUi« 

▼enswood in the village of Wolf ii-hope. In 
fact, Caleb had no sooner announced tbe 
conflagration of the tower, thm tbe 'wh^e 
hamlet were upon foot to hasten to extin- 
guish the flames. And although that zealous 
adherent diverted their zeal by intimating 
the formidable contents of the subterranean 
apartments, yet the check only turned their 
assiduity into another direction. Never 



TH£ BftlQS OF ]:.AMl»iiSUMaOR. 396: 

had there been such slaughtering of capons^ 
and iat gee^, and barn-door fowls,-«Dever 
such boiUiig of reeHed hams, — never sudi 
xnaking of car-cakes and sweet scones, Sd* 
Juirk bannocks, cookies, and petticoat* tails, 
delida^es little known to the present ge« 
ixeratiboiii. Never had thcire been such m 
tafyp»ng of barrels, and such uncorking of ' 
grey-beards, in the village of Wolf's- hope*^ 
AU the inferiw houses were thrown open 
far the reception of thie Marquis's depend* 
ants, wh6 came, it was thought, as precur- 
sors of the shower of preferment, which 
hereafter was to leave the reist of Scotland 
dry, in <Mrder to dirtil its rich dews on 
the viMage of Wolf's-hope under Lammer^ 
moor. The minister put in his claim to 
have the guests^ of distinction lodged at 
the Manse, having his eje, it was thought, 
upon a neighbouring preferment, where 
theincumbent was sickly ; but Mr Balder- 
stone destined that honour to the cooper, 
his wife, and wife's mother, who danced for 
joy at the preference thus assigned them. 

8 



118 TM.SS w KT uanumBm 

Many a beck and many a bow welpeincd 
these noble guests to as good entertairaneiit 
as ptrsous of sudi a nxk cosid set b^ire 
sach visitors^ and the cdd daane, tvko had 
formerly lived in Ravenswood Castle^ and 
knew, as she said, the waya of the i s o b Hiiy , 
was no ways wanting in arranging maMen^ 
as well astnrcomstances permitted, accord- 
ing to the etiquette of the times. The 
cooper's house was so roomy, that cadi 
guest had bis separate retirit^ room, to 
which they were ushered witii all due cere- 
mony, while the plentiful supper was in die 
act of being placed upon the table. 

Ravenswood no sooner found himself 
alone, than, impelled by a thousand fed- 
ings, he left the apartment, the house, and 
the viUage, and hastily retraced his^ steps 
to the brow ei the hill, which rose betwixt 
the viUage, and screened it from thetower, 
in order to view the final fall of the house 
of his fitthers. Some idte boys from the 
hamlet had taken the ' same direction out 
of ctuiosity, having first witnessed the. ar- 

li 
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rival 0f the cedch-and-Mx and its attend* 
ants. As they ran ^ne by ode past the 
Master, calling to each other to << codtie 
and see the atdd tower blaw up in the lift 
like the peelings of an ingan," he coidd 
not but feel himself moved with indigna^ 
tion. *^ And these are the sons of my fa^ 
ther*s vassals," he said— *< of men bound, 
both by law and gratitude> to follow our 
st^s through batlie, and fire, and flood ; 
and now the destruction of their liege* 
Imd's house is but a holiday's sight to 
them r 

These escasperatiog reflections were part- 
ly expressed in the acrimony with which he 
exclaimed, on feeling himself pulled by the 
cloak,—'* What do ye want, ye dog?* 

<* I am a dog, and an auld dog too," an- 
swered Caleb, fof it was he who had taken 
the freedom, — *< and I am like to get a 
dog's wages — but it does not signification 
a pinch of meeshing, for I am ower auld a 
dog to learn new tricks, or to follow a new 
aaaster,^ 



/ Ab he spoke, Baveii;9wooid attoioed the 
lidlge of the hill from which Wolf's Crag 
was visible ; the flames had entirely sufik 
down, and to his great surprise, there was 
only a dusky reddening upon the clou^ 
immediately orer the easily which seemed 
the reflection of the embers of the sunicen 
fire* 

c 

^ The place cannot hai^ blown up,"* 
said the Master ; ^^ we must have beard 
the report^^if a quarter of the gunpowder 
was there you tell me of, it would have 
been heard twenty miles off.** 

** It's very like it wad," said Balderstone, 
composedly. 

«< Then the fire cannot have reached the 
vault s ' ' 

. " It's like no," answered Caleb, widi the 
same impenetrable gravity. 

*^ Hark ye, Caleb," said his master, 
^ this grows a little too much for my pa- 
. tience. I must go and examine how^ mat- 
ters stand at Wolf's Crag myself." 

<< Your honour is ganging to gang'nae 
sic gate," said Caleb, firmly. 
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<^ And why not ?" said Raven^woqd, 
sharply } ^ who or what shall prevefU 
me?' r ., 

L 1.4 

^* Even I mysel/' aaid Caleb, with th,9 
same determination* 

** You, Balderstone !" replied the Mas- 
ter, <^ you are forgetting yourself, I thiok.'^ 

** But I think no/' said Balderstone ^ 
^^ for I can just tell you a' about the cas- 
tle on this know-head as weel as if you 
were at it. Only dinna pit yoursel into a 
kippage, and expose, yoursel, before the 
weans, or before the Marquis, when ye 
gang down bye." 

*^ Spieak out, you old fool,? replied his 
master, <^ and let me know the best an4 

the worst at once." 

« • - ... 

<< Ou, the best and wsrst is just that the 
tower is standing hail and fear, as safe and 
as empty as when ye left it" 

^y Indeed ! — and the fire ?" said Ravensi* 
wood. 

^^ Not a gleed of fire, then, except the 

.. IL K 



ya %Sfidfing peat, and waybe a ^^ttuk'in 
Mysie^ cutty.pipe,* replied Caleb* 

^ But the flame ?'^ demanded Ravens'. 
V0ofl -; ^* Ihe broad blasie fibich might have 
been seen ten miles cS^^iAttt dccafiioved 

"^ Horut la^wa ! it'^ an auld myitkg and a 
trufe,*— 

* * 

Xittkf'fl'theligld; 

Will be seen far in « ittiik nic^ 

Ai?vbeen fern -and JioTTse fitter 'fiiat I ftci 
in Aie cowt-yard, afWr tieirding l^aek ^fhe 
loun of a footman \ and, to^peak Ileav^'^ 
truth, 'the Qelt thne t!hat ye send xxt bring 
tmy b0dy %cre, ^let Arem be gentles ^aflea- 
arly, without ony fremd servants, 'Hke ftsit 
tihS^W liodkhard, to be gledgtng and glec- 
4ng ifttetit, and -kroWng cpon fhe wrang 
side of ane's housekeeping, to Ibe ^ili&creAft 
'dF the family, wrd forctng ane to 'daimn 
their souls wi' telling ae lee after anotfber 
%ster than I can countthem--4^ad ratlier 
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Mt fire to the tower in gude enraest^ and 
bum it ower my ain head into the bargaiB^ 
or I see the &miijr ifishanouced'io the 
fiorf* 

^< Upon my word, I am ioflnitply obliged 
hy t)ie proposal, Caieb»^ said his master, 
scarce ab^e to restrain his laughter, (hough 
gather «ogry at the fsi^me tipie. ^^ But the 
f^powder ?•— is ther^ svaski a thing in the 
tower |«-^tlia Marqma seemed to know ei 
it," 

M The pouther^^^a ! ha I ha IrF^^tbe Mar* 
i^ciis-^ha! haTha!" replied Caleb; ^^ if 
ytoiir }iOiiour wei^e t^ brain nqe, I behooved 
to laugh«-the MarquiaT-^the pouther^f-r-was 
4t theise ? ay, it was there. Did he ken 
4/ti'»-ipy certift! the Jifacquis kenn'd o^t, 
jnd it was the best ctf jt^he game$ fixr, 
when I couldna pacify your honour wi^-a* 
4faa4; I could say, I aye threw out a word 
iMj|r j^KMit the ^impo^tibier, and gaiv'd the 
Maixniw lak Jthe job in his aip haod.^' 

^^ Biit you h^ye sot iaas^/i^ased «y i^Hes* 
tion," said the Master impatiently ; ^ how 
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catne the powder th^e, and where is it 
now ?" ' . 

' ^< Ou» il came there, ^^ ye maun needs 
ken," said Caleb, looking mysteriously, and 
whispering, ** whai there was like to be a 
wee bit rising here $ and the JVIarquis» and 
a' the great lords of the north, were a' in 
it, and mony a gudely gun and broadsword 
were ferried ower frae Dunkirk forbye the 
poutber — awfu' wark we had getting them 
into the tower under cloud o' night, for ye 
maun think it wasna every body qould be 
trusted wi' sae kittle jobs*— But. if ye will 
{^ae hame to your supper, I will tell you a' 
about it as ye gang down," 
1 : 5< And these wretched boys," said Ha- 
Tenswood, ^^ is.it your pleasure they are to 
sit there all night, to wait for die blowing 
up of a. tower that is not even on fire i** 

^* Surely not, if it is your honour's plea- 
jNire that they suld gang hame ; although/ 
added Caleb, '^ it wadna do them a grain's 
^damage—- they wad screigh less the next 
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day, and sleep the sounder at e'en — But 
just as your honour likes.** 

Stepping accordingly towards the urch- 
ins who manned the knolls near which they 
stood, Caleb informed them, in an authori- 
tafive tone, that their Honours Lord Ra- 

venswood and the Marquis of A had 

given orders that the tower was not to 
blow up till next day at noon. The boys 
dispersed upon this -comfortable assurance* 
One or two, however, followed Caleb fbr 
more information, particularly the urchin 
Vfhom he had cheated while oiSciating as 
turnspit, who screamed, ^< Mr Batderstone ! 
Mr Balderstone ! than the castle's gane oat 
like an auld wife's spunk !" 
• j^ To be sure it is, callant," said the Bufc- 
ler ; •* do ye think the castle of as great a 
4ord as Lord Ravenswood wad continue in 
a bleeze, and him standing looking on wi' 
his ain very een ? — It's i^yc right," conti- 
nued Caleb, shaking off his ragged page, 
and closing in to hid master, *• to train up 
weans, as the wise man says^, in the way 



ihtfy should gOf aad aboon a' to teaeh tbem 
respect to their superiorft.'' 

^* But all this while, Calebs yoii hav« se- 
vef tdld me what became of the arma aod 
powder,'* said RavaDswood. 

*< Why, aa for the arms," said Calebs ^ it 
was justice the baiiiis' rhyme— « 



' Some gsed east;, and Mime gaed .west^ 
Anil some gaed to the craw's nest/ 

'And fof the pottther» I e'^a chained kp m 
t)CCftstoa terved, with the skippen o' Dirtah 
luggers and Freneh vessels^ for gin-Midbmii* 
Ayy and H aerved the bouse monya jf^eati.. a 
glide ^waptoo» between what cheereth t)ie 
soul of man and thut whkh^ingnth itHcl^ftii 
4at dftfae body; Ibrbye, I lieetpit a wh)^ 
poonda of it for yoursell when ye wanted 
<to take Uie pleaauise of sbootiflisf-^whiles, 
in these hitter days, I wjid hardly. hM 
kenn'd else wbar to get pouther for ;3fAur 
pleasuiei And now> thit . your, vtngt^ i^ 
ower, sir, wasaa that weel managed^' m% 
mi aitea yafis b^ftsr sitrlad dmio ywder 



ibm ye c«iild hae been ia^ottr atn »a}4 
ruins up bye yonder, aa the csMi «^^iida jwi' 

*♦ I belkve yon mvx be right, Calebs 
butt beibxe buxQiQ|H<lawa my c9«tle,.4jU^^ 
ia jestoi: io earujeatt" said RaveoA,wp^4 ^^ | 
I UuAk I bad a ri^tlQ be in tb^ ^^^^S^fiKr) 

" Wit for sbaoxe, j^e^r boaouf !" replied./ 
Caleb i ** it fita au »i«Jid carle like me w&^l 
eneugb to tell leea ibr the credit of the f^^r 
nailyn but it wadoa. beaeem (he Jike o; yfMir 
iKH^^ax'a aeli ^ beBidea,^i^mH$ f9lk are n9^jf;u. 
4Rimfi<«»t^ey camuii make tbfi ixwifit o^ » 

tie» if I auid baro the auUl stJ^tM ^^pakt, it 
uiair. £B«ei|»)e--^bia fiie» .beiid^ ik^ it wiU 
be an eaeuat for nakipg ii»y-tbi|ig^^eii^^ 
trough the country^, or doua aft thn> ha/<$(pft 
—this fire: witt aattJb maay tbiogji ^ m 
faoiMHiraUe fdeting for the Amilj^a.^rq^i^ 
tibat eoflt: me i^lUfv twenty daily kfg ^o a^ 
wheen idle chays and qiMM% .and,r ivhft> 
waor, wMiout gainiiig. ci^eaGe." . 
«» That y/m hni indeed^ CaMiii ^ I 
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do not see how this fire should help your 
veracity or your credit.** 

** There it is now,** said Caleb j " wasim 
i saying that young folk had a green judge- 
ment ?»— How suld it help me, quotha ?— *it 
will "be a creditable apology for the honour 
of Iherfamily for this score of years to come^ 
if It is weel guided, Where's the family pic- 
tdres ? says ae meddling body — the great 
ft-e at Wolf's Crag, answers I. Where's the 
fkfeoily plate ? says another — the great fir^ 
imys I J wha was to think of plate when 
fife and' Kmb were in danger ?—Wi!«re^-t!le 
wardrtebe and the linens ?— wherels ■ ffcie 
tapeMri^s and th^' decoi^etnefnts ^— beds df 
ailate/ twiUs^ paT)ds and testors, nkfiry and 
bro^idered work ?— The fire— the fire— ^tbe 
fire. Guide the fire weel, and it' will serve 
ye for a* that ye suld have and have not— 
atid, in some sort, a gude excuse is better 
than the things themselves ; for they tniatin 
crack and wear out, and* be consumed by 
time, whereas a gude oficome, prudently 
and t^redkafoly handled, may se^ve a noble- 
man and his family, Lord kens how lang f* 
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• lUvenswood was too wdl dcqtxainted 

mth Im Bixtler's peetniacity and self-opi- 

m»n, to dispute tbe point with him any 

further. Leaving Caleb, therefore, to the 

^yoytnent of h^ own successful irigeiiuity^ 

li0 returned to the hamlet, where he found 

the Marquis and the good women of the. 

fiMUsion under some anxiety— -the. former 

do account of his absence, the others for 

the discredit their cookery might suSftain 

by the dday of the supper. All were now 

at eaae^ and heard with pleasure that the 

fire at the oistle had barned otit of &aalf 

without readiing the vaults, whjbh wasitbe 

only information that Ravenswood tbm^t 

it proper to give io puUic concerning the 

event of his ButlM's ^tr»tag0in# 

' They sat down to an e&ceilel^t aappw^ 

No invitstioii could prevail €m Mr and Mn 

fG^icdfr, even in theic own houses to sit 

down at table with guests of such high qua4 

fityf . They remained standing in the apart*- 

meEt, and acted the part of respectful ai^ 

cwsful attendants on the company. Skseh 

MS 
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<W)ere the maaMn <tf tke tiiM. 'Xhtdidef 
^•i»e» cottfideot through faer age mod omi- 
nection with the Ravenswood ftoBfly^ wm 
kas scropuloittiy peremonuNii. Shepli^ed 
a mixed part betwixt thiit of the hoa^M 
of ian tnot and the apistreta of a private 
houses «rfao rccema guMta iriMym. her oanl 
dc^^ree. She f^eoooMaoidedt and even pra» 
ed what ahe thoo^ beat, and waa hmelf 
^affilj^eiHsreated to tidce a moderate aiuure of 
the good cheer^ la oader to entourage her 
guesla by her own lexample. Often ahe in* 
teffrupted heraelf, to expreaa faer ngr^ that 
^ my Lo(d did not* eaUOhat the Maaler 
wee pykiBf .a bare baiie»^that» to be apnt 
. there waa aaothiag there fit to aet he^pie 
^tiieir honoura^^that Load AUaii» leat hu 
aatil, wed to like a peutherad goa^ and 
aaU it waa Latin for a tasa ff bfaady^thai 
the ^zvdy came frae France direct i io^^ 
for a* thetEt^Uah lawi and gaiigeta^ the 
Wotfls-hc^ brigs hadna Ibrgott^ the gate 
to Dunkiik.'' 
Here the peeper adaMoiibad hii4noth«v» 
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in-faw with hk elboir» which procured him 
tfie IbHowiiig i^edal notice in the pro git iat 
of her speech. 

^* Ye needna he danslmi that gi^» Joho^? 
continued the old lady; ^naebody sajrs 
^iit ye ken what the brandy conies from | 
and it wadna be fitting ye should^ and ym 
the queen's cocker ; and what stgnifieaf't^'* 
etrtitinued shet addressing Lord Baew&m^ 
wood, «< to king, queen, or keiae\ whar aa 
auld wSfb like me buys her piokie snee^Wi; 
6r her drap brandy^wine, to bsisd her hmtl 
up ?* 

Having thus extricated hersrif firon h^ 
supposed falire rtep5 Daaio L0ilpi>tbe#iljilB6 
proceeded, durii^ the test of the eventag^ 
t6 supply, wilh great animatkiift, and vei^ 
Httle assistance from her guests, tha fu«de 
necessary for the support o^ the ooaiP^isset 
tiion, until, declining any f utihcr ; cit onk»t 
tion of their glass, her guests requested hmb 
j^rmission to retire to^their apartmmittk . : 

The Marquis occupied the chamber jq£ 
dai^i whieh> in ei^ry hoiiseL above dm raootki 
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of a mere cottage, was kept sacred for sqch 
bfgli occasions as the preset) t. Ttie modem 
fioisbing with plaister was then unknown, 
and tapestry was confined to the houses of 
the nobility and superior gentry. The coop- 
er» therefore^ who was a man of some^ya* 
aity, as well as some wealth, had imitated the 
fashion observed by the inferior landhcdd* 
«s and clergy, who usually garnished their 
itate apartments with hangings of a sort of 
atamped leather, manufactured in the Ne* 
tkeriands, garnished with trees and animab 
executed in copper foil, and with many a 
pithy sentence of morality, which, although 
couched in Low Dutch, were |>erhap8 as 
much attended to in practice as if written 
in broad Scotch. The whole had som^ 

4 * 

what of a gloomy aspect ; but the fire^ 
composed of old pitch-barrel staves, blazed 
merrily up the chimney; the bed was d»- 
wrated with linen of most fresjb and^dazr 
zling whiteness, which had n«ver before 
been used, and might, perhaps, have^dCTer 
been uKd'Jit allr.butfor tbif high occasiim* 
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Oh the toilette beside, stood an old*f«idiiQii# 
ed minror» in a fillagree frame, partof 'ibe 
dii^ersed finery of the neighbouring castle* 
It was flanked by a loi^-nieeked battle of 
Florence wine, by which stood a glass n^u^ 
ly as tall, resembling in shape that which 
Teniers usually places in the hands of his 
own portrait, when he paints himself as 
mingUag in the revels of a country villji^e. 
To counterbalance those foreign centinels, 
tiiere mounted guard cHJt the other side of 
the mirror two stout warders of Scottish 
tineage ; a jug^ namely, of double ale, 
wludi held a Scotch pint, and a quegh or 
bicker of ivory and ebony^ hooped with sil« 
v», the work of John Girder's own handi^ 
and the pride of his heart. Besides these 
preparations against thirsty there was a 
goodly diet^loaf, or sweet cake ; so th^, 
with such auxiliaries, the apartment seenu 
ed victualled against a siege of two or three 
days. 

It only reynains to say, that the Marquis 
valet was in attendance, displaying his mas- 
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tar's brocaded nfght.gown, and richly em- 
broidered velvet cap, lined and faced with 
Brussels lace, upon a huge leathern easy 
chair, wheeled round so as to have the fuH 
advantage of the comfortable 1)re which we 
have already mentioned. We therefore 
commit that eminent person to his nights 
reposCf trusting he profited by the ampl6 
preparations made for his accommoda- 
tion^ — preparations which we have men* 
tioned in detail, as illustrative of ancient 
Scottish manners. 

It is not necessary we should be equally 
minute in describing the sleeping apartment 
of the Master of Ravens wood, which was 
that usually occupied by the goodman and 
goodwffe themselves. It was comfortabty 
hung with a sort of warm- coloureci worsted, 
manufactured in Scotland, approaching in 
texture to what is now called shaloon. A 
staring picture of John Girder himself on 
namented this dormitory, painted by a star- 
ving Frenchman, who had, God knows 
how or why, strolled over from flushing 
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or Dimlark to Woifs-boiie in a smugf^iiig 
dogger. The features w€r«, uidMdf thow of 
die rteb^n, opmiooatiye^ yet sensible ar« 
tizan, but Monsieur had contrived to throw 
m FfMiefa grace into the look end manner^ 
BO Utterly ineonmtent with the dogged 
gravity of the original, that it wtt impossi* 
ble to look at it without laughing. John 
and his femilyy however, piqued themselves 
not a little upon this picture, and were pio» 
portionably censured by the neighbour* 
hood, who pronounced timt the cooper, 
in sitting &r the s^me, and yet more in 
presuming to haqg it up in his bedchamber^ 
bad exceeded liis privilege as the richest 
man of the village ; at once stept beyond the 
bounds of his own rank, and encwaebed 
upon those of the superior orders ; and, ill 
fine, had been guilty of a very over»ween«^ 
kig act of vanity and presumptton. Be; 
spect &r the memory of my deceased frieAd, 
Mr Richard Tinto, has obliged me to ti^aat 
tiufl matter at some length ; but I spare the 
reader his prolyl though c«;rious observaf 



taooft M well uptm the dianurter of tbe 
FMBch 8chool» as upon the state of paint- 
iag in Sootland, at the begiimsDg of the 
e^teenth centmy. 

The other preparatioiis of the Maatei't 
•le^ing apartmenty were aiiiiilar to thoae 
inthe chamber of dais. 

At the.osual early hour of that period^ the 
Marquia of A wd his kinsman prepared 
to resume their journey. This could not be 
done without an ample breakfast^ in which 
ipold meat and hot meat» and oatmeal flum* 
muYf wine and spirits, and milk yaried by 
eveiy possible mode of preparation, evinced 
Ijbe same desire to do honour to their guests, 
which had been shewn by the hospitable 
owners* of the mansion upon the evemog 
befiMfe. All the bustle of preparation for 
departure now resounded through WolTs- 
hope. There was paying of bilk and sl^ 
king of hands, and saddling of horses, and 
harnessing of carriages^ and distributing of 
driidc-money. The Marquis left a broad 
piece lor the gmti^cation of John £ricdefs 
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household, which he, the said John, was 
for some time disposed to concert |o his 
own use J Dingwall the writer assuring 
htm he was justified in so doings seeing he 
yms^ the disburser of those expences which 
yg^ere the oecasioni of the grlttification. But, 
notwithstanding this l^al authority, John 
could Hot find in his heart to dim the splen^ 
dodr of his late hospitality, by poeketling 
any ditng in the nature of a grataity. He 
only assured his meifials he would- consider 
thefm as a damned ungrateful pa(ck, if they 
bought a gill of brandy elsewhere than out 
ofhh own stores ; and as the dHnk-^moncfy 
was likely to go to its legitimate utse, he 
comforted himself that, in this maimer, the 
Marquis's donative would, without any im^ 
peltchment of credit and charac^r, eoftie 
ultimately into his own exclusive :pos»e6^ 
sioh. 

While arrangements were making for 
de|)arturet Ravenswood made biythe the 
heart of his ancient butler^ by inlbrming 
btm^ cautiously however, for he Jcnew CsU 



Mrs wmmihoi'mttfpamim^ 4CibA|ttobilile 
cdhmge itbi^ v« aliwil to- take fikice io 
Us fortunca* H« ^epMtied wiUi BaU«v 
•taae^ at the lame tiitiet the greater fiart id 
hU flleadet fuadn ^th an awuranca whksk 
lie wa» gUiged to reiterate more tbMt oaee^ 
that he htmactf had siiftcteiit mippltea k 
certain proepect He> tha^^^^we^ wjoteed 
Caleb, as he valued hia favour, ta^^ fran 
all further mafic^uvfe* ag^imt the Mstakk^ 
ants oi Wotfa^hope, their oeUaii, {NNiHiy* 
jard8» wd aubatance whatsoeven In tbhi 
prohtbiftion, the dd domefttic acqoleseed 
mote readily tiian his master expected. 

** It WW dottbdesB,^' he smd^ ^* a ihame, 
a 4uienditf and a sin, to harry tte pair 
c re a tmret, when the funily were in cirenm- 
atances to live bononrably on their idb 
neani; and there might be wiadom,'^ he 
aaidf *^ in giving them a whiles breathing 
time, at any rate, tilat they might be the 
more readily brought forwards upon h& 
honoof^s future occasions^^* 

Ttib matter being [ settled, and havmg 
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me^tic the Ma^w v^ia^ lut aobl^ Bdb^ 
tivcv who was now ready to enter his cei^ 
riage* The two landladies* old and y<^uigb 
in aU kiadly greetingt stood siiQperii^ al 
the door of tl^r house, as the coach and 
8iz» followed by its train qf chttt^ing hqrse- 
meoy thundered out of the vUbge. JohA 
Girder also stood upon his ^eshold, now 
looking at his h<»oinred right faaod^ whidi 
bad been so lately diakan by a marquis and 

a lord, and nowgiving a glance istotto tta* 
terior of his mansion, whieh manifested aU 
the disarray of the late revel, as if balani* 
cing the distinction which he had attained 
with the expences of the entertainment 

At length he opened his oracular jami. 
<< Let every man and woman here set about 
their ain business, as if there was nae sic 
thing as marquis or master, duke or drak^ 
laird or lord, in this world. Let the house 
be redd up, the broken meat set bye, and if 
there is ony thing totally uneatable, let It 
begien to the puir folk.; and gudemother 



SOS TALES OF HT LANBLOAD. 

and wife, I bae just ae thing to entreat ye, 
that ye will never speak to me a single 
word, good or bad^ anent a' this nonsense 
wark, but keep a' your cracks about it to 
yoursells and your kimmers, for my head 
is weel nigh dung donnart wi* it. already.^ 
As John's authority was tolerably abso- 

r 

lute, all departed to their usual occupations, 
leaving him to build castles in the air, if he 
had a mind, upon the court favour which 
he had acquired by the expenditure of hit 
worldly substance. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Why, now I ha^e Dame Fortune by the forelock, 
. And if she scapes my grasp^ the fault is mine ; 
He that hath bufl^tted with stern adversity, 
Bett knows tb shape his course to favouring breeies. 

Our travellers reached Edinburgh wkh« 
out any farther adventure, and the Mas- 
ter of Ravenswood, as had been previousl/ 
settled^ took up his abode with his noble 
friend. 

In the inean time, the political crisis 
which had been expected, took place, and 
the Tory party obtained, in the Scottish 
councils of Queen Anne, a short-lived as- 
cendency, of which it is not our business 
to trace either the cause or consequences. 
Suffice it to say, that it affected the diffe- 
rent political parties according to the na- 



ture of their principles. In England, many 
of the High Church party» with Harlej, af- 
terwards Earl of Oxford, at their head, af- 
fected to separate their principles from those 
of the JacobiCea^ and, on that account, ob- 
tainedthedenominationof Whimsucals. Tlie 
Scottish Z£gh ChfHPch party, on the con- 
trary, or, as they termed themselves, the 
Cavalieara, were more ooQ^i^tent, if not so 
ffrttdent, in their politics, and viewed all the 
changes now made, as preparatory to call- 
ttg to the throne, lipon the qaeen^s demise, 
her brother, the ChevaBer St Geoige. 
^tliose w4)o had suftred in his fierviee, now 
voteftained tiie oiost uMeiMionable hopes, 
not only of indemnification, but of ^enge- 
^Miel^ upon their political adver-saries, while 
Suniliei aitt^ictied to tJye Whig interest, saw 
^HoCbing before them but a jrenewal of 4i)e 
tiardriiijps t^iey had ondergofie dufing the 
Ireigns of Charles the Second and his bro- 
4S}6r, and a reta4iatioB of l^e eonfiseations 
ipi^ch'bad been isfficted iipon tfce 
^during Chat ^of King WfUiam* 

10 



But tlie mostaUrmed at the change of sys- 
tem, was that pnidentid set irf'persoiis, some 
nf whom are found in d9 governments, bttt 
:wiio aJboymd in a provinciid administratioii 
like that of Scotland during the period, and 
"mho are what Cpom well called waiters upon 
providence, or, in odier words, uniform ad- 
9ieveots to the party iffao are uf^ermost* 
Many of these hastened to read their recan- 

tmdon to the Marquis of A $ «»d, as 

it was easily seea» that he took a deep fit- 

4enest in the affitirs of his kinsman, the 

jyiasber of Ibai^enswood, ibej w>ere the first 

to suggest measures for retrieving at least 

B part <tf his ^property^ and for restoring 

iiim in blood agahist his father's attainder. 

Old Lard Turn tippet ^ofossed to be 

<Miie m£ the most anxiovs for the snceess of 

]|dMse tmeasures ; ior ^* it griei^ him to 

^le vsery smi^ he aend, ** fbo^ee so hrave a 

young jgentleman, fof sic aidd and trndonbt. 

fed mubtlity, and, 'What was »air titan a' 

-that, a biuid-selation of the Marquis of 

A-«— -9 the man whom/' he swor^ ^ he 
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honoured most upon the face of the yearth, 
brought to so severe a pass. For his ain puir 
peculiar," as be said, ** and to contribute 
something to the rehabitation of sae auld 
ane house/' the saidTurntippet sent in three 
family pictures lacking the frames, and six 
high-baeked chairs, with worked Turkey 
cushions, having the crest of Ravenswood 
broidered thereon, without charging a pen- 
ny either of the principal or interest they 
.had post him, when he bought theoQ, six- 
teen years before, at a roup of the furni- 
ture of Lord Ravenswood's lodgings in the 
Canongate. 

Much more to Lord Turntippet's dismay 
than to his surprise, although he afiected to 
feel more of the latter than the former, the 
Marquis received his gift very drily, and ob- 
served, that his lordship's restitution, if he 
expected it to be received by the Master of 
Ravenswood and his friends, must compre- 
' bend a pretty large farm, which having been 
mortgaged to Tarntippet for a very inade- 
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quate sunt, be had contrived, daring the 
confusion of the family affairs, and by 
means well understood by the lawyers of 
that period, to acquire to himself in abso- 
lute property. 

The old time-serving lord winced exces- 
sively under this requisition, protesting to 
God, that he saw no occasion the lad could 
have for the instant possession of the land, 
seeing he would doubtless now recover the 
bulk of his estate flrom Sir William Ashton, 
to which he was ready to contribute by every 
means in his power, as was just and reason- 
able^ and finally declaring, that he was 
willing to settle the land on the young gen- 
tleman, after his own natural demise. 

But all these excuses availed nothing, 
and he was compelled to disgorge the pro* 
perty, on receiving back the sum for which 
it had been mortgaged. Haying no other 
means of making peace with the higher 
powers, he returned homp sorrowful and 
malcontent, complaining to his; confidants, 

VOL. II. o 
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^< that evety mutation or change in the state 

had hitherto been productive of some sma' 

« 

advantage to him in his ain quiet affairs ; 
but that the present had (pize upon it!) cost 
him ooe of the best pen-feathers o^ his 
wing/* 

Similar measures wQre threatened against 
others, who had profited bj the wreck of 
ihe fortune of Rayenswood; andSirWitliam 
Ashton, in particular, was menaced with 
.a parliamentary reversal of the judicial sen- 
iences under which he held the Castle and 
Barony of Ravenswood. Wjth him, how- 
ever, the Master, . ais well for Lucy's siake 
as on account of the hospitality he had re- 
ceived from him^ felt himself under the 
necessity of proceeding with great candour. 
He wrote to the late Lord Keeper, for be 
no longer held that office, stating frankly 
the engagement which existed between 
, faim and Miss Ashton, requesting his per- 
mission for their union, and assuring him of 
his wiUinipness to put the settlement of all 
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matters between them upon such a foot* 
ing, as Sir William himself should thi&k 
favourable. 

The same messenger was charged with a 

letter to Lady Ashton^ deprecating any 

cause of displeasure which the Master 

might unintentionally have given her, en^ 

larging upon bis attachment to Miss Ash- 

ton, and the length to which it had pro- 

ceeded^ and conjulihg the lady, as a Dou* 

:glas in nature as well as in name, gene^ 

xously to forget ancient prejudices and mis* 

understandings } apd to believe ^at the 

family had acquired afriend, and she her- 

. ^If a respectful and attached humble ^;er- 

, vant, in him who subscribed himself Edgar, 

Master of Ravenswood. 

A third letter Ravenswood srddressed 
to Lucy, and the messenger was instruct- 
ed to find some secret and s^^cure means 
of delivering it into her oWn hands. It 
contained the strongest proi:estations of cpn« 
tinned affection, ^d dwelt Upon the ap- 
proaching change of the writer's fortuuies 
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as chiefly valuable, by tending to removt 
the impediments to their union. He rela- 
ted the steps he had taken to overcome the 
prejudices of her parents^ and especially of 
her mother, and expressed . his hope they 
might prove effectual. If not, he stiU 
trusted that his absence from Scotland upon 
an important and honourable mission might 
give time for prejudices to die away ; while 
he hoped and trusted Miss Ashton's c^i- 
stancy, on which he had the most implicit 
reliance, would baffle any effort that might 

\be used to divert her attachment* Much 
more there was, which, however interest- 
ing to the lovers themselves, would aflford 

* the reader neither interest nor infor^nation. 
To each of these three letters the Master 
of Ravebswood received an answer, but by 
different kieans of conveyance, and certata- 

' \y couched in very different styles. 

Lady Ashton^aniswered his letter by his 
own messenger, who was not allowed to 
remain at . Raveiiswood a moment longer 
than sht& was engaged' in penning these 
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liiies^^ ^ For tfaehand of Mr Ravbrawdbd of 
Wolf%j Crag, these : 

** Sir unKnqwi?; ' 
^< I have received a letter;: signed Edgar, 
Master dfftarp«iiswoiid/canceriiing the wri« 
ter whereof I am aoeeitatti, semlg that' the 
honours of such a fanulynrere i^feiied fbf 
high treaioh m the person of Allan, late 
Lord RaVenswood. Sir Jf you shall happen 
to be the person so subscribing yourself, 
you will pienseto kndw, thai^ I^cfattm the^'full 
interest of a jparent in Miss' Lucy Ashtoliy 
trhicb I have'disposedof ii^evocaUyfik be* 
half of a WOTthy person. Jtnd, sir^ were this 
otherwise, I wotdd not Hstisn to a proposal 
from you^or any of yoorhonse, seeintg thefr 
'band has been ' tuiiiforidtily held up li^mit 
the freedom 6f the subject, and the immiiii!. 
ties of God's kirk. Su:, it. is not a fligtit^* 
ing blink of prosperity which ean 'change 
my constant opimonr in this rqgardy seeing 
it has beoi iny lot before now, like holy 
Davtd» to see the wicked ^ebt in pdWei:, 

o2 



is4 floiirabiiig Uke a gieeh \my tree ^ 
vertheless I passed, and they were notfWai 
the pt^ioe thereof knew them no more. 
Widiii^ yon to lay tiiese things to your 
heart for ywt own sake, so fiff as tiiey 
may concern you, I fmy ywi to take no 
farther- n^eo4>f her, who desdres to temmn 
>feiif utdOMtwn servffiotf 

. ^^ (tfherwise AsBtosu*' 

^ About t#o days, after he bad reeeind 
this very uaeirtis&Gtory epistle^ the Mastn 
of Ravenswood, while walking up the 
H%fa-8treet of Edinburgh, was jostled by 
a perMo, in whom, as dM man potted. off 
dbis hat to make an apology, he recogmaed 
:^JLo^hatd, the c<Hiidential domestic of^Sir 
WiUiam Ashton. The man bowed, sUpia 
'letter into his hand, and disappeared. He 
' paeket oont^aed iter, close^ written folios, 
'ftomn^iich, however, as is somefimea in- 



• ddtat to the oompositiMH of greatlawjecs^ 
. Utde eoiuJd faie eskracted, tpfjcefiivg tliat 



podieaoMiib 

Sir Wi)N*» spoke at. Iwgtb »of b» 
I»gh vidne and ngard for hit deari young 
ftitad^ tke .Master <tf Raimsswood^ and 
of Jib very extieme . high value: and re- 
gani Aht the Marquis i^ A » i - » :his veiy 
dear old firiend ; — Ua tnisted tbatrwoy.nsir 
sores that they dightiadop^. in which he 
vasr eoncernedf would be carried oft with 
due regard to the sanotity of decreets, and 
jiidgo9eots\]btainc€ttii,;&ft» €m9/»»ihm^ pro- 
testifl^^ before men and;aiig«ls>, tba^ if ;^ 
rlawof Soottand, as deoUred^in hen^ia^ 
Idifihed eoitttSy were to undeigo.a rev^y^ 
in*«qf popular asMmUyt ^e/ evils : whiah 
wouMi thenee arise, tp the pnhii^^ . would 
initct a greater .wownd upon bis' heart, 
than any loss he might hinAelf . sus^taia 
jby such irregular proceedings. He; flou- 
^fished mwth on generosity and fcM^ve- 
Jicis of mtttual injuries, awl hialed at tiie 
;inutability pf human affains, always favour- 
iifi ^ios. with the wraker party in politic^. 



He {latlietteriiy feitntittl«^s'afiid gmftlf ^*^* 
sured, tiie baste which bad beeil t»ed1ti de* 
privihg faitati of his sitdatiDn D# Lord Ktep* 
er, which his expmfence had emftited 'hfm 
to fill 'with some bdiraiitage to iKe phbltc; 
without 80 niiich as givitijg hitti iMx&i^MitL* 
ntfejr <tf expldmiigliow iki' H& oiknyAkm^ 
general pdlitics might essentially didir firoih 
those now in power* He was ib^o^hiced 
the M«rqois of A-^-:«. bad tt sincere in^ 
tentions towards the (mblic, ^'hioiself or 
any man ; and if, itpon a edttferenc^tfaey 
could have agreed upon the mdisarea by 
which it was to be pnrltied, faiisf ekperienee 
and his interest should huve gone toisiip- 
port the present admitlktratidn. Ifpon the 
engagement betwixt Rdvenswood abd Ins 
daughter^ he spoke in a dry atnl confttted 
manner. He regjretted so prematura %sti^i 
is the engagement of the yoong people 
^ould have been taken* and conjured the 
Master to remember he had never gt»& 
any enconi^effteiit thereunto $ imd otoer- 
ved, that, 'as tt Uifiiacfibh imr itMoiw. 
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and without concurrence of bis daughter's 
natural curators, the engagemeot wasinept^ 
and void in l^jir. This precipitate measured- 
he added, had produced a veiy bad efftei 
upon Lady Ashton's mind, which it : vjfafit 
iin possible at present to remove. Her son^ 
Ck>lonei Douglas Ashton, had embraced 
her pr^udices in their fullest extent, and 
it was impossible for Sir WUli^m to adopt 
a oourse disagreeable to them, without a fa- 
tal and irreconcileable breach in his fami* 
|j{.} which was not at present to be thought 
pf« Time, the great physician, hd hoped 
would m^nd aU. 

. In a postscript. Sir WiUiam said . some- 
thing more explicitly* that rather than the 
JaW of Scotland should aust^in a severe 
;wound through his sides, by a parliament 
.4ary reversal of the judgment of her su- 
.preme courts, in the case of the Barony 
^f Ravenswood, h^ himsdf woi|ld «tra- 
judicially consent to coinii^^nble aacri« 

ices. ; '- '• 

;. From Lucy Ashton, by some uttkbawn 

a 
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tonveyftDce, the Mister received the Ibl- 
Ipwmg lines :~>** I deceived youi^s, but £f 
VAs at the utmost risk j do* not attempt td 
write again MI better times. I am Mre 'b(f- 
tet» but I will be true to my woM. ^hWi 
the exercise of my reason is v^cKsafi^d' "tti 
me. That y<m ateh^ppy ihd ^bspcsftUi^ls 
aome eonsolatioa, tod my ritidttion re^&^ 
it alL** The note was sijB^fid I^^^^^ '' ' 
This letter filled Ravens#ood imi tfa^ 
nost lively 'alarm. He madib-ihtoy at- 
lemptSt DOtwithstiMing ler pfMtfbitidii^ 
tocom^ letters to Mite AsMtto,^%iid cttett 
to obtain an mterview; but hi(r'M^€lil][lll 
were thiatiatctdt and he had tally the nior- 
lifieation td leain thai anxioM'aiid effec- 
tual psiCMtiofis^ had been talMtt to ^ 
YeottHepofliiMity crf^iAieir corraipdtidtlM^ 
TJie Master waa mdte dfetreaised 1>y thWt 
^ircttmstances, as it became impdsirfbte'fb 
^laf his depflirture fi«m Sa^tteii^,' ^[Mm 
the important misldon which had bilMfi^lsMhE- 
fided to him. Before his departure, he pHt 
Sir William Asbton's letter into the hands 



of the Marquis of, A^-^y vho observed 
^th a smile^ that Sir WUUam> day. of grace 
was past, apd that, he h^d ,m>w.to learn 
which side p£ the bfjdge tl|e sua h«^ got to« 
Ij^ was with the greatest difficulty that Ra^ 
YenawfQod e^ctort^ /rem the^ Marquis a 
promise, tha^ 1^. wcm^ cppproims^ the 
pioceediui^i ia p^rliaip^Qt, prpvidiii^ iStr 
William should be disposed to apquiesoe 
i|i a union betwe<»i him and Luc^ Ashton. 
^ I would hardly,'' said the Marquis, 
<< consent to your throwing away your 
hirth-right ia this manner, were I not per<^ 
£^^y confident that iady Ashton, or Lady 
Douglas, <^r w,I|«t$yer 9^ caUa hefself, wil), 
as Scotchmen say, keep her threep ; and 

» 

that her husband dares not contradict hen'* 
<< But yet," said the Master, << I trust 

your Grace will consider my engps^gement 

9S sacred." 
*• Believe my word of honour/' said the 

Marquis, ^* I would he a ^end even to 

your follies i and haymg thus t€^ you my 
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opinioD» I wiU ^ndeavour^ a? occanon of- 
fers, to serve you according to your own." 
The Master of Ravenawood could but 
thank his generous kinsman and patron* 
and leave him full power to act in all his 
^fiairs. He departed £rom Scotland upon 
^ his mission, wbicb, it ivsifsi supposed, might 
detain him upon the coniiaent for some 
months. 
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